THE 


BAPTIST MAGAZINE. 


OCTOBER, 1831. 


MEMOIR OF Mrs. WALKER. 


Mrs. ANN WatkER, the wife of 
Capt. Thomas Walker, of Hull, 
was the daughter of John and 
Ann Withernwick, of the same 
place. Of the early life of Mrs. 
Walker little can be said. Natu. 
rally amiable in her disposition, and 
kind and affectionate to her parents, 
she was much beloved by them. 
Her mother being confined to the 
house by affliction for twelve years 
previous to her death, the manage- 
ment of the concerns of the family 
devolved upon her, which duties 
she discharged in a very exem- 
plary manner. In the early part 
of the year 1814, her mother died, 
and at the close of the same year 
she was married to Capt. Walker, 
and continued till her death the 
valued and beloved wife of a kind 
and an affectionate husband. In 
Mrs. W.’s conduct as a wife and 
a mother there was much deserv. 
ing of commendation. The affairs 
of her house were conducted with 
the greatest order and economy, 
her children were brought up in 
the ‘ nurture and admonition of 
the Lord.” To use the words of 
her husband in reference to her 
conduct and worth, as quoted from 
Solomon, “‘she was acrown to him, 
and marrow to his bones.” When 
itis recollected that Capt. Walker, 
like other seafaring men, was ab- 
sent from home for nine and even 
‘twelve months together, the value 
of such a wife and mother will at 
once be seen. 

During the early part of their 
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marriage, Mrs. W. went several 
voyages to sea with her husband, 
and visited different and distant 
parts of the world; on one of these 
occasions they had a very narrow 
escape from shipwreck and a 
watery grave. Mrs. W.’s forti- 
tude of mind on this trying occa- 
sion, and the deliverance which the 
Lord wrought for all on board, is 
thus described by the pen of her 
husband :—‘‘ After a most tems 
pestuous night, at day break, I 
called her out of bed, saying, My 
dear Nancy, you must get up and 
endeavour to take care of my 
desk and papers, as I expect we 
must go on shore in fifteen or 
twenty minutes: she rose imme- 
diately with as much composure 
as though it had been an ordinary 
occasion. In the moment of dan. 
ger, however, it pleased God to de- 
liver us from approaching death; 
as the day dawned we discovered 
an opening between two rocks, 
into which we succeeded in getting. 
Just as we entered, leaving behind 
us the fury of the tempest and 
using every effort to keep the 
vessel from the prodigious rocks 
on either hand, and while a ray of 
hope had lighted every counte- 
nance, and all watched with breath- 


less anxiety the result, at this 


moment, the vessel struck on a 
sunken rock; the shock was so 
great that we supposed the ship 
must instantly go to pieces; in one 
minute, however, she got over it 
and came to an anchor, when we 
all assembled in the cabin to thank 
God for his great deliverance to 
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us.” These voyages were occa- 
sionally taken for the benefit of 
Mrs. W.’s health, and generally 
had the desired effect of improv- 
ing it. As her family increased, 
however, she was necessarily con- 
fined to home. 

At this period of Mrs. W.’s life 
she was very moral and exemplary 
in her conduct, attended the house 
of God regularly, and was favour- 
able to every thing of areligious na- 
ture, but yet, like many of similar 
habits, wasastranger tothatinward 
and spiritual change, which the Di- 
vine Spirit produces on the heart 
ofa sinner, and without which, we 
cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God. The ministry which she at- 
tended at this time she often after- 
wards complained of as being too 
high and doctrinal for her to profit 
by. The ministeralways preached, 

e said, to good people, but not 
to such poor sinners as she was. 
Having heard Mr. Birt preach 
(now of Manchester), then mi- 
nister of George Street Chapel, 
Hull, she was greatly benefited, 
and continued a regular attendant 
on his nounistry till his removal, 
She then attended at the Baptist 
Chapel, Salthouse Lane, in the 
same town; and under the minis- 
try of Mr. M‘Pherson, it pleased 
God to call her out of darkness 
into the marvellous light of the 
Gospel; an entire change was 
produced on her sentiments and 
feelings, “ old things passed away, 
and, with her, all things became 
new.”? She was baptzed with 
three others, on a profession of 
her faith in Christ, August 1827, 
and continued an ornament to the 
profession she had made till her 
death. She might be justly said 
to be a woman of a meek and 
a quiet spirit, one who studied 
the honour of religion and the 
peace and comfort of the church 
of which she was a member. 
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Mrs. W. was the mother of five 
children, two of whom she lost in 
childhood, The death of ber last 
child especially, made a strong 
impression on her feelings as @ 
mother: referring to the death of 
this child, she said, * the flower 
of my family is gone.”* Yet she 
bore the stroke as a Christian, 
and was often heard to say, ‘ L 
cannot grieve for the child, for I 
know the Lord does right in all 
he does, ‘he gave and he hath 
taken away, blessed be his name.’ ” 

About the close of 1829, Mrs. 
Walker caught a severe cold from 
which she never recovered ; at first 
nothing of a serious nature was 
apprehended. It had laid the foun- 
dation of all those fatal symptoms 
which afterwards followed, and 
which terminated in death. As 
her complaint assumed a more 
formidable appearance, an expe- 
rienced physician was called in, 
who was unremitting in his atten- 
tions, and all that skill or medi- 
cine could do was tried, but with- 
out any other effect than that of 
smoothing her passage to the 
tomb, For some time previous to 
her death she was confined to her 
bed, and though it was her death- 
bed,—an idea very appalling to 
nature,—she manifested not only 
the most perfect patience and re- 
signation, but experienced the 
greatest happiness and joy, Death 
was, indeed, by her, contemplated 
without fear, the grave was dis. 
armed of its terrors, and she 
longed to be gone, crying out in 
the language of the apostle, ‘* Hav. 
ing a desire to depart and be 
with Christ which is far better,” 
and often repeating these words, 


* An interesting account of the last illness 
and death of this child may be seen in a small 
penny Magazine for January 1830, entitled, 
the Sabbath Scholars’ Friend, published at 
Scarborough, a work admirably suited for the 
instruction of children, 
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‘© Why tarry the wheels of. his 
chariots,” Judges v.28. During 
two or three days of her last 
illness she laboured under com- 
parative darkness of mind. Satan 
was permitted to harass her, 
and she complained of not being 
able to lay hold of the precious 
promises of God’s word; all her 
darkness and doubts, however, 
were shortly removed, and she 
emphatically ‘ rejoiced with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory.” 
A few days before her death, she 
had one of those visions of glory 
and foretastes of heaven, which 
God sometimes affords to _ his 
people in their last moments, and 
which not only makes the pains and 
the prospect of death tolerable but 
inspires the soul with longing de. 
sires for the moment of dissolution, 
and the glorious presence of the 
Saviour in heaven. During the 
day on which the Lord so pecu- 
liarly manifested himself to her 
soul, she seemed to awake as 
one out of a dream (though evi- 
dently lying awake at the time) 
and hastily said, ‘‘ Where am I? 
O, I have been in heaven! O, the 
blessed foretaste! I have been at 
the very gates, and had a sight of 
the glory, but was not permitted 
to enter!’ She then burst out in an 
ecstacy of joy and praise, raised 
herself in bed, called for her chil- 
dren, and, when they were assem- 
bled round her bed, addressed 
them with tears, and all the 
tenderness and earnestness of a 
dying mother, on the necessity of 
seeking the Lord in early life, and 
devoting themselves to his ways. 
She then embraced each of them 
amidst a flood of tears, and ear- 
nestly commended them, with her 
dying voice, to the care and keep- 
ing of the Lord through life. She 
then spoke in the most earnest and 
affectionate manner to a brother 
on the importance of religion, and 
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the great concerns of eternity, and 
exhorted all present to fly to Christ 
without delay; and though so 
feeble as to be incapable, appa- 
rently, of the least exertion, yet she 
exerted herself to such a degree 
that she was even heard in the 
adjoining house; every one in the 
room looked upon her during the 
time with astonishment, and were 
dissolved in tears, the mingled 
tears of sorrow and joy. Such, in- 
deed, was the solemn and delight. 
ful scene that a friend who was 
present said, “ O, that the whole 
world could have been convened 
in this room to have seen how a 
Christian can die!” The writer 
never witnessed such a scene be- 
fore, nor did he ever stand by a 
death-bed the subject of similar 
feelings; all thattrain of reflections 
which arise from the solemnities 
of death on the one hand, and the 
departure of a soul to glory on the 
other, presented themselves to the 
mind; while the grave seemed 
opening to receive the body, the 
portals of glory seemed to invite 
the ransomed and purified spirit. 
The hectic flush on the cheek, 
the cold damp sweat on the brow 
of the sufferer, her difficulty in 
breathing, her weeping family 
around, together with her triumph 
and joy in the salvation of God 
while struggling with the last 
enemy, gave astonishing interest 
and impressiveness to the whole 
scene, which will not be easily 
forgotten by those who were pri- 
vileged to behold it. Such area 
few of the circumstances attending 
the death of this saint, who thus 
closed her mortal career on Lord’s 
day morning, July 4th, 1830, in 
the 38th year of ber age. 

A few profitable and instruc- 
tive reflections naturally present 
themselves from adeath-bed scene 
so peculiarly happy and _ joyful. 
If with a frame so feeble as hers, 
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and now struggling in the Jast|of sinners in raising him from the 


conflict, she could triumph over 
death, and exult in the prospect of 
dissolution, what a proof is it of 
the power and value of religion in 
the hour of death. If such is the 
delight of a soul in the prospect of 
glory, what must be the soul’s en- 
joyment in the full possession of 
heaven! The peculiarly happy 
death of this departed saint is the 
more remarkable when it is con- 
sidered that she was naturally a 
timid and fearful Christian. She 
was the opposite of any thing like 
enthusiasin or presumptuous con- 
fidence; her experience was that 
of humble hope, not of strong 
faith, She frequently spoke to 
the writer of ber own unworthi- 
ness, of the little use she was, in 
the church of God, and would 
often say, with deep feeling, ‘“ I 
know there is nothing in me to 
recommend me to the favour of 
God; Christ, and Christ alone, is 
my Saviour. Itis entirely owing 
to the grace of God that [ am 
what I am.” 

Seeing nothing in herself as a 
ground of hope or acceptance 
before God, she saw every thing 
in Christ that she stood in need 
of, and therefore was led entirely 
to look out of herself to his 
_all-snfficient atonement, perfect 
righteousness, and finished work. 
The failure of comfort and joy 
which many Christians complain 
of in their experience, arises from 
limited views of the perfect na- 
ture of Christ’s work on behalf of 
sinners, and the want of an entire 
aod perfect dependance on that 
work. When once an individual 
clearly sees the amazing love of 
God in the gift of his Son :—the 
perfect nature of that sacrifice 
which Jesus presented for sin and 
sinners on the cross:—the proof 
that God has given of his accept- 
ance of what was done on behalf 


dead, and setting him at his own 
right-hand, and that the guilty 
and the lost are freely and fully 
justified and pardoned through 
him, and for his sake, to the entire 
exclusion of all merit or worthi- 
ness of their own—then, but not 


‘till then, is there joy and peace in 


believing. If Christians would 
only look more to Christ and less 
to themselves they would enjoy 
far more comfort in religion. ‘* He 
that believeth,” saith the apostle, 
‘* hath entered into rest,’? Heb. 
iv. 3. Christ is the entire sal- 
vation of the soul, here we find 
all we want to justify, bless, and 
make us happy. He who believes 
or trusts in Christ, has already 
entered into the rest which is 
provided in the Gospel for the 
settled peace and comfort of his 
soul, 

The joy and ecstacy of our 
friend in her last moments shew 
the most timid and fearful saint 
what God can do forthem. ‘ He 
can afford dying comforts in dying 
moments,” and, though doubting 
and fearing often through life, the 
Christian may lose all his fears in 
death. When walking on the 
borders of the grave, relying on 
Christ, he will be enabled to sing, 
** Oh, death where is thy sting, oh, 
grave where isthy victory!” 1 Cor. 
xv. 55. While he stands ‘ lin- 
gering, shivering, on the brink,” 
and sees the dark and deep waters 
of Jordan rolling before him, a 
sight of the Saviour on the other 
side, stretching out his hand to 
conduct him over, will dispel every 
fear, and inspire the soul with 
confidence and courage. 

Such was the experience of our 
departed friend as she approached 
the termination of her mortal pil- 
grimage, though clouds and dark- 
ness had sometimes attended her 
course. As the sun is seen to 
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break out after a dark and cloudy 
day, and shine with unusual glory 
ere he leaves the world, and then 
to descend in a golden chariot of 
clouds, gilding the horizon with 
beauty and splendor; so the sun 
of our departed friend set in glory 
and joy: the flood of light which 
accompanied her descent to the 
grave acquired a peculiar beauty 
as reflected from the clouds that 
hovered round ker dying pillow. 

May all who read this brief me- 
nioir live a life equally consistent, 
and die adeath equally happy! The 
minister is greatly honoured of 
God who is made instrumental in 
the conversion of such individuals. 
Happy is that church who can 
rank such among its members, 
and happy is that husband and 
those children whose wife and 
whose mother lived so beloved, 
and died so triumphantly. Oh! 
may they, when they read this 
memoir, and reflect on her whose 
death they mourn, seek to live 
and to die as she did, and— 

© One after one, oh! may they land, 

*< Tn safety on that heavenly strand 

*¢ Where waves and tempests ne’er destroy, 


“‘ Nor death again shall mar their joy.” 
J. M. 


——i 


ON THE Use OF THE LORD’s 
PRAYER IN PuBLIC WORSHIP. 


1. Or the prayer commonly called 
«‘the Lord’s Prayer,’? we have 
two copies, one by Matthew, and 
the other by Luke. Dr. Camp- 
bell’s translation is as follows : 
Matt. vi. 9—13. ‘* Thus, there- 
fore, pray ye: ‘ Our Father, who 
art in heaven, thy name be hal- 
lowed ; thy reign come; thy will 
be done upon the earth, as it is 
in heaven; give us to-day our 
daily bread; forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors; and 
abandon us not to temptation, but 
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preserve us fromevil, [For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory for ever, Amen.]' 
Luke xi. 2—4, When ye pray, 
say [‘ Our] Father, [who art in 
heaven,] thy name be hallowed; 
thy reign come; [thy will be 
done upon the earth, as it is in 
heaven;] give us each day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our 
sins, for even we forgive all who 
offend ns; and abandon us not to 
temptation, [but preserve us from 
evil.’]” 

2. Our great Christian Rabbi, 
Dr. Gill, has shewn us that * this 
prayer is nota strict form, but a 
pattern of prayer, and a directory 
to it, both as to brevity, order, 
and matter; for we do not find 
the disciples ever making use of it 
inform; and when it is recited by 
another Evangelist, it is not in 
the self same words as here; 
which would have been, had it 
been designed as an exact form. 
Besides, Christ does not bid them 
pray in these very words, but after 
this manner; somewhat like this: 
not but that it is very lawful to 
use the very express words of this 
prayer in any of the petitions here 
directed to; and which, indeed, 
were no other than what good 
people among the Jews did fre. 
quently make use of; and which 
were collected and singled out by 
Christ, as what he approved of, 
in distinction from, and opposition 
to, other impertinent expressions, 
and vain repetitions which some 
used.” 

Every petition is found in the 
Seder Tephillot, or other prayers 
of the Jews, and the doctor con- 
cludes his exposition in these 
words:—* I leave this prayer with 
one observation, and that is, 
whereas it has been so long and 
so often said, that this is the 
Lord’s Prayer, it can never be 
proved that he ever made use of 
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it; and it is certain that he did 
not make it, as appears from what 
has been cited out of the Jewish 
records: the several petitions in 
it were in being and use before he 
directed to them; and not only 
the petitions, but even the very 
preface and conclusion are mani- 
fesitly of Jewish original: what 
our Lord did, was, he took the 
most proper and pertinent peti- 
tions that had been used by good 
men among that people; which, 
with some alterations much for the 
better, he put together in this 
order, and gave his approbation 
of; and that with this view, to 
point ont to his disciples some of 
the best and most suitable petitions 
to be made; and to give them a 
pattern of brevity and concise. 
ness in prayer; and teach them 
to pray after such a manner, or 
in some such like words and ex- 
pressions. ‘This I observe, not to 
lessen the usefulness of this ex- 
cellent pattern of sound words; 
the whole and every part of it 
being exceedingly instructive, and 
worthy of imitation; but to rectify 
a vulgar mistake, and to abate 
the formal and superstitious ob- 
servance of it.” 

3.°The Church of England has 
adopted this form of prayer pro- 
bably from. the Roman Catholic 
liturgy. ‘* The Lord’s Prayer is 
used three or four times, and may 
occur six times in the same ser- 
vice.” See Mr. Palmer’s Cate- 
chism, twentieth edition, just pub- 
lished, pp. 35 and 42. : 

4. When reflecting on these 
things, I have sometimes been 
greatly surprised to hear some of 
our young ministers conclude a 
public prayer with the repetition 
of the solemn words now under 
consideration. 

Surely it cannot be meant as an 
idle compliment to the Church of 
England. To pay compliments in 
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preaching is bad enough: in prayer, 
which is a direct address to the 
Omniscient, it is infinitely worse. 
What is there to encourage us to 
symbolize with a church—which 
indeed is not a church, having no 
divine charter? No intelligent 
churchman will thank us for it, 
though he may perhaps smile very 
significantly at our conformity and 
be made more satisfied with bis 
own. That this little circumstance 
is not unnoticed by the clergy we 
may infer from an observation 
made, on a recent occasion, by 
the Rev. George Washington 
Phillips. ‘ Dissenting ministers 
use a form of prayer in their 
public ministration by using the 
Lord’s Prayer, and the apostle’s 
benediction prayer.” (Appeal to 
the members of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, p. 9.) 

Far be it from the writer and 
from the reader of this paper to 
impugn the motives of those minis- 
ters, whether in or out of the 
Establishment, who believe, though 
mistakenly, that our Lord en- 
joined this prayer as a form, and 
required it to be used in perpe- 
tuity in public and in private. 

‘5, It is of great importance to 
distinguish the ‘* sundry times,” 
and the appropriate seasons, in 
which the Christian revelation 
was very gradually bestowed. 

Let it be carefully considered 
that in the Lord’s prayer there 
was no explicit reference to the 
name of the Mediator. That di. 
rectory was given soon after the 
commencement of the Saviour’s 
ministry, but towards the close of 
it he says ‘* Hitherto have ye 
asked nothing in my name: ask 
and ye shall receive, that your joy 
may be full.” John xvi. 24, And 
on us the injunction of the inspired 
apostle is surely binding, ‘* What- 
soever ye do in word or deed, do 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
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giving thanks to God and the 
Father by him.” Col. iii. 17. Again: 
there was not (and there could 
not be) any plain recognition of 
the atoning sacrifice of Christ as 
the medium of forgiveness, for 
Jesus was then waiting for the 
time when he should offer himself 
without spot to God. As in bap- 
tism, we find our model, not in 
the administration of John—nor 
in that of the disciples while in 
attendance on the Saviour, ‘ for 
Jesus hinself baptized not but bis 
disciples,” John iv. 2—but in the 
administration of the apostles 
when they had received their 
final commission in complete form 
—so here, what was very suitable 
for the disciples at that time, may 
not be suited to our circumw- 
stances. 

Are we bound to go back so far 
as to place ourselves in the situa- 
tion of the disciples who were 
taught to pray, ‘‘ thy reign come,” 
and thus were instructed to look 
out for what has long since ap- 
peared? Does not John say when 
writing long after the date of the 
Lord’s prayer, “the darkness is 
past, and the true light now 
shineth.” 1 John ii. 8. 

Blest with the cheering splendor 
of meridian day, shall we covet the 
dimness and obscurity of the twi- 
light?) Shall we thus judaize 
and go on saying, ‘* Thy reign 
come,” when ** we know that the 
Son of God is come?” { John v.20. 

From the hints above given it 
must be inferred that we cannot, 
with any propriety, adopt the pe- 
‘tition ‘© Thy reign come,” in the 
same sense in which the disciples 
were taught to use it. If it be 

_said we only pray for a greater 
and still greater manifestation of 
the glory of Messiah's kingdom, 
that, indeed, all must confess, will 
be very proper as long as we live, 
for even now, though we have 
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gone far into the 19th century we 
may say generally, ‘the whole 
world lieth in wickedness.” 1 John 
Vp lD: 

6. After all, we are, no doubt, 
at liberty to adopt in public or 
secret prayer the language of our 
blessed Lord, as well as that of 
the patriarchs and the prophets 
who preceded him. Only let us 
be concerned to pray “ with the 
spirit and with the understanding 
also.” 

Let us adore the condescension 
of the great Eternal, who permits 
us to consider ourselves as breth- 
ren, and to address him under 
the endearing appellation of ‘* Our 
Father.” He is the supreme, the 
Most High, in the heavens, and 
we are worms of the earth. Con. 
scious of our comparative or abso- 
lute profaneness and ungodliness, 
let us pray that his name may be 
henceforth sanctified in our hearts. 
Contemplating the present state of 
mankind, let us unite in beseech- 
ing him that he will make his 
reign more visible and glorious, 
‘*trom glory to glory,” that all 
flesh may see the salvation of our 
God. Emulating the order, har- 
mony, zeal, and affection of the 
holy angels, and the ‘ spirits of 
just men made perfect,” let us 
humbly ask that we may be as. 
sisted to perform his will on earth 
as they perform it in heaven. 
Feeling and acknowledging our 
entire dependance, Jet us from 
day to day beg from the hand of 
his bounty our daily bread. Pe- 
netrated deeply with a conviction 
of our enormous and aggravated 
guilt, let us without ceasing im- 
plore his free and fall forgiveness 
flowing in tbe blood of the cross, 
that we, constrained by his par- 
doning mercy, may be always 
ready to forgive those who sin 
against us. Knowing that all 
events and all our times are in 
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God’s hand, let us entreat that we 
may not be led into temptation: 
or, if so it must be, that we may 
not be abandoned to its fatal 
power. Let us continue to pray 
that we may be delivered from 
the wicked one, and from all the 
evil bis malicious temptations 
would bring upon us; and that 
we may be prepared by the grace 
of the Holy Spirit to unite with 
all the celestial host in ascribing 
to Him the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen! WIN’: 
Bow, Middlesex. 


— 


A SERMON DELIVERED BY THE 
LATE REv. ANDREW FULLER, 
AT THE OLD JEwRy CHAPEL, 
27TH Dec. 1797. 


“ Beloved, I wish above all things, that 

thou mayest prosper and be in health, even 
as thy soul prospereth.”—8d epistle of John 
2d verse. 
THERE are two or three charac- 
ters mentioned in the New Testa- 
ment of the name of Gaius, I 
shall not now enquire to which of 
them this epistle was directed, but 
it is sufficiently evident that who- 
ever it might be, he was an emi- 
nently pious, and godly man. Gaius 
seems, by this epistle, as if he 
was a man of an afflicted body, 
and, perhaps, in embarrassed cir- 
cumstances; but however this 
was, his soul prospered, and it 
was the desire and prayer of the 
apostle John, that he might be 
as prosperous in his outward as he 
was in his inner man. 

The prayer in the text is some- 
thing that strikes conviction, at 
least, to my mind. Here is a 
prayer fora man that God would 
prosper him in his outward affairs 
in proportion as his soul pros- 
pered. Now, if this were made 
the rule of all our prayers for 
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temporal blessings, if we never 
were to pray for prosperity to 
attend ourselves beyond the de- 
gree of soul-prosperity which we 
possess, I am afraid that very few 
of us would pray for much more 
than we have, if any, and if we 
made this the rule of our prayers 
for one another (and why should 
we not), I am afraid that we could 
pray for the outward prosperity 
of butvery few. If our soul-pros- 
perity were made the rule by 
which we pray or wish for worldly 
prosperity, which is the case here 
with Gaius, we should very few 
of us be found qualified so much 
as to desire it. 

In discoursing on this subject 
we will, first, consider a few of the 
leading qualities of soul-prosperity 
as exensplified in the beloved 
Gaius. Next, we will consider this 
soul-prosperity as the standard by 
which it is safe to pray for pros- 
perity of other kinds, 

A thriving soul! This is a 
matter of serious import my 
brethren. A plant is said to thrive 
and prosper when it brings forth 
fruit—a field when it abounds 
with grain—a human body when 
it is healthy, vigorous, and active. 
It is to the last of these that the 
apostle makes an illusion. When 
he speaks of Gaius’s soul as pros- 
pering he opposes it to his: body. 
You, my friend, as if he had said, 
you have a weak and sickly body, 
bat you have a prosperous soul, 
and { pray that your bodily health 
and your circumstances may be as 
thriving and as prosperous as your 
soul is. This was not the language 
of compliment; neither need I say 
that it was not the practice of the 
apostle to deal in unweaning com- 
pliments. The tree was known by 
its fruits, and Gaius was known by 
his conduct to have a prosperous 
soul. 

What then are those marks of 
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a prosperous soul which it be- 
hoves us to aspire after? I would 
mention four or five. Each of 
them will be found to be exempli- 
fied in the beloved Gaius. 

I. In the first place a prosperous 
soul is one in whom the truth 
dwells, and dwells richly. You 
must remark, asI read the first 
eight verses, how much the apostle 
Paul makes of truth. He de- 
scribed Gaius as having the truth 
dwelling in him, as walking in 
the truth, as beloved for the 
truth’s sake, and as being a fel- 
low-helper of the truth. All 
these expressions are found in 
those verses. It seems then to 
enter into the very essence of a 
prosperous soul, tbat the truth 
dwelt in him and that it dwelt 
richly inhim, Truly, my brethren, 
Gospel truth is that to the soul 
which wholesome food is to the 
body, and wholesome words and 
sound doctrine have an effect on 
the soul similar to that which 
wholesome food has on the body ; 
they render it strong, vigorous, 
and active. Thus the great prin- 
ciples of evangelical truth being 
imbibed by Gaius afforded a con- 
stant spring of activity. He was 
-a lively, active, generous man. It 
is of great importance what prin- 
ciples we acquire. Principles will 
be active, will be influential, In- 
deed this is the very reason why 
divine truths are called principles. 
We read of the first principles of 
the doctrines of Christ, and prin- 
ciples you know signify the first 
moving vause which lies at the 
foundation and source of actions. 
Mere speculative notions or spe- 
culative ideas that have no influ- 
ence on a man’s heart are not 
principles, they may be called 
more properly opinions, but if 
the truths of God are drunk as a 
. thirsty man would drink in water 
from a fountain, they become in 
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him a well of living water spring- 
ing up in the disposition to do 
good and terminating in everlast- 
ing glory. Principles, whether 
good or evil, will be influential if 
they are thoroughly imbibed. 
Hence we read of false doctrines 
having a fatal influence. The 
Scripture speaks of God giving 
men up to strong delusion, or to 
the energy of error, the energy or 
efficacy of deception or error. 

All principles, if they deserve 
the name of principles, lie at the 
bottom and source of affections 
and actions, If they be genuine, 
evangelical, and true, they are the 
spring of a holy life and lie at the 
bottom of evangelical obedience ; 
but if they be false principles they 
lie at the bottom ef a course of 
alienation and apostacy from God. 
Indeed, as right principles stimu- 
late to right actions, so where a 
person imbibes wrong principles, 
or is indifferent to right, it ener- 
vates right actions: even good 
men who have swerved ina greater 
or less degree from the truth have 
sunk into a spirit of indifference 
with regard to evangelical princi- 
ples, it has had the effect of stag- 
nating their souls in divine actions. 

IJ. But, secondly, the prosperous 
soul is a soul where the doctrinal 
and the practical parts of religion 
bear lovely proportion and are 
united. We may often observe 
with regard to the healthiness or 
unhealthiness of the body two 
opposite extremes. Wesee some 
who are epicures, and they are of 
no use in society, They live to 
themselves and glut themselves in 
sordid and sensual enjoyments. 
We see others pining away. who 
are mere slaves. There is a great 
resemblance in these two charac- 
ters to different species of pro- 
fessors. There are a kind of re. 
ligious epicures, men, I mean, who 
are all clamorous for doctrinal 
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truth, but have no regard to the 
practical part of godliness, whose 
whole object is to enjoy the com. 
forts of religion, to be soothed 
with its promises, to be flattered 
with its privileges—to be com- 
forted in the prospect of some- 
thing great and glorious hereafter, 
Their whole attention, their whole 
object is to grasp as much of this 
as possible, and they are regard- 
less of every thing of a practical 
nature. On the other hand, there 
are some who, at the expense of 
truth, are constantly crying up 
morality and practical religion. 
My brethren, these things ought 
not to be divided; doctrinal and 
practical religion should be united. 
To attempt to cultivate the former 
at the expense of the latter is to 
constitute an epicurism—to reverse 
it—is to have a body of slaves 
whipped to duty, without a mo- 
tive. It is the great concern of 
the Scriptures to furnish men 
with the most constraining and 
evangelical principles that should 
render practical godliness plea- 
surable. The true Christian is 
like the husbandman who la. 
bours that he may enjoy his food 
with ap appetite, that he may be 
strengthened to future labour, and 
thus, with a happy mixture of en- 
joyments and Jabour, becomes a 
bappy man in himself and a bless- 
ing to those about him. 

ILI. Lobserve, in the third place, 
the prosperous soul is a soul in 
which is united a happy mixture of 
the retired and the active—a happy 
attention to the duties of re- 
tirement mingled with an equal 
attention to the duties of active 
life. Great have been the ex- 
tremes of men in these cases: 
some have pleaded for a religion 
that should make men hermits, 
and shut them up in a cell secluded 
from the society of man. As to 
others again, their religion is 
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always in public, they scarcely 
ever retire to converse with their 
own souls. No man can enjoy 
pleasure in his soul without unit- 
ing these. It is not to be always 
plunged in an active course of life, 
nor to be shut up always in the 
closet. Christians must be the 
salt of the earth, and in order to 
this they must be spread in every 
circle of .society. They must 
mingle amongst mankind. It is 
not enough to mingle in every 
manner of society where duty 
calls. But they must retire alone 
frequently, or they will not carry 
a savour of God and religion with 
them. They must be spread like 
salt, but it will be salt without the 
savour if they do notretire. It is 
by retiring to our closets, reading 
the word of God in private, think- 
ing and praying over it; by con- 
versing with our own souls in 
secret, by dwelling on divine 
things, by giving such a tone to the 
soul that it falls naturally and easily 
into divine things, it is in these 
holy exercises that we may expect 
to meet a divine blessing, and to 
acquire such a savour of spirit 
that when we go out into the 
world we. shall carry the savour 
of Christ with us. This is a pros. 
perous and thriving state of soul. 
IV. Fourthly, the prosperons 
soul may be known by this; thatit 
is accompanied by a good degree of 
public spirit, and largeness of heart. 
A man that is concerned princi- 
pally about himself can never have 
a prosperous soul. Such was not 
Gaius—he was a fellow-labourer 
and helper of the truth. He was 
habitually concerned in promoting 
the cause of God and religion in 
the world by every means in his 
power. A man that takes up six 
days out of seven and thinks him- 
self warranted to pursue nothing 
else but the acquiring of a fortune, 
and thinks it quite sufficient if he 
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_ serves God one day out of: the 
week, cannot be a Christian at all. 
He has not the first principles of 
religion in him, I grant that one 
day in seven ought to be devoted 
especially to the service of God, 
but the true Christian’s aim is to 
serve God in the whole course of 
his life: whatever he may do,— 
whether he eat or drink, buy or 
sell,—to do all to the glory of God. 
What a contrast to him is the 
man whose sole or main object it 
isto get a fortune, to accumulate 
a few thousand pounds, and who 
says to himself, after a few more 
prosperous years in trade, I hope 
to take a country seat and enjoy 
myself; to attain this object I must 
save all I can, now and then giving 
a guinea to some pious object. 
Such a-man may pass through 
life as a respectable member of 
society, but a Christian he cannot 
be. He whose main object is to 
amass a fortune—be whose main 
object is to live to himself lives 
not to Christ. Christianity culti- 
vates a public spirit, a largeness 
of heart;—not that narrowness of 
mind by which we consecrate all 
that we have and are to ourselves. 

I may mention, besides this, a 
sort of religious narrowness of 
mind in that person whose chief 
concern it. is to get comfort 
to bis own mind; whose chief 
and almost sole concern it is, that 
he may obtain a good ground to 
hope for everlasting life in the 
world to come, but cares little or 
nothing about the interest of 
Christ on the earth, the cause of 
God, the cause of righteousness, 
truth, and humanity, who does 
not grasp within the circle of his 
prayers his fellow-men, his fellow- 
Christians — he whose religion 
centres principally in himself. 

_Alas! it is doubtful whether that 
man can be a Christian—at any 
rate he cannot have a. prosperous 

soul, and I have generally re- 
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marked that those religious people 
who are continually poring over 
their own case, who are only 
anxious to search ont their evi- 
dences of Christianity, who are 
perpetually poring over past ex. 
perience to spell out whether they 
were truly converted or not, and 
who hear every sermon only to 
know whether they were truly 
converted or not, and who read 
the Scriptures only to find out 
whether they can come in for any 
thing to comfort them—not that [ 
mean to condemn this, but [I say I 
have found that those who spend 
their whole time in this, will, ge- 
nerally, be disappointed. You 
selfish soul, that care little for the 
souls of others, take a course di- 
rectly opposed to your own inte- 
rest; seek to bring peace to the 
souls of others; that will be the 
way to find comfort for yourself, 
seek the good of the poor and the 
afflicted, and in seeking that you 
will find your own. By seeking 
the public good we should find a 
private good. [never knew aman 
of a large heart whose soui grasped 
the well being of others, who laid 
out his time and property for the 
good of others, greatly troubled 
about his own interest in Christ. 
It is in seeking the good of God’s 
cause in the world, and promoting 
the good of our fellow-creatures, 
that God will give us the earnest 
of eternal life. A public spirit is 
the spirit of the Gospel, and large- 
ness of heart is the mark of a 
prosperous soul. 

V. One remark more, and I have 
done on this part of the subject. 
The prosperous soul is dispos- 
sessed of an ambitious spirit—it is 
meek and lowly. If a man were 
ever so public spirited and active, 
butwithal ambitious, vain-glorious, 
and noisy, I should say of that 
man whether he be a Christian at 
all is at least doubtfal—but he 
cannot be a thriving one, he can- 
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not be possessed of a healthful 
soul. A haughty self-sufficient, 
self-important, clamorous, osten- 
tatious professor, is a very doubt- 
ful character. High minds like 
high hills are blasted and barren. 
It is the lowly mind which, like a 
well watered valley, is productive: 
God’s promises are made to such, 
It is asserted that the Lordis nigh 
to them that are of a lowly spirit 
and a contrite heart, and we are 
told elsewhere that God ‘ giveth 
grace to the humble, but the proud 
he knoweth afar off.” In propor- 
tion therefore as we entertain such 
a spirit, we shall be far from God 
and God from us, and we shall be 
possessed of a soul far from pros- 
perous. 

Having enumerated a few marks 
of soul-prosperity, I proceed in 
the next place to observe the 
standard which prosperity of soul 
affords to our safety in prosperity 
of other kinds. Jobn prays for 
prosperity for Gaius, and where- 
fore? because his soul prospers. 
Prosperity of soul is that which 
renders prosperity of body an ob- 
ject of desire, for two reasons. 
One is, that prosperity of soul 
makes prosperity of other kinds 
safe;—we can bear it, which we 
cannot without, There are few 
men capable of bearing outward 
prosperity, almost every man is 
so vain as to think that he could. 
There are very few of us that are 
not so blinded as to think that 
we could bear a little more than 
we have. We flatter ourselves 
that if God would but give us 
plenty we should do good with it. 
One says, if 1 had but such an 
one’s riches, what good should I 
do! Alas! this evinces an igno- 
rance of your own hearts. Is 
your soul so well that you are in 
no danger of being selfish? You 
cannot but have remarked that 
prosperity in worldly circum- 
stances elates men; you may have 
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seen some persons who were very 
sober, modest, useful, generous, 
people, to all appearance, when 
in a mediocrity of circumstances, 
but when providence has smiled 
upon them, and improved their 
circumstances, their hearts have 
been lifted up in proportion—you 
must have observed that worldly 
pleasure and worldly prosperity 
have bad a similar effect on a man, 
each has detached the heart from 
God. Itis an old saying, that an 
additional weight put into a bag 
draws the strings the closer, but 
you think there is nodanger of your 
being so affected, and therefore 
you wish, above all things, that 
your circumstances may improve. 
And is your soul so prosperous 
that there is no danger of your 
becoming forgetful of the poor and 
needy? Alas! there is nothing but 
prosperity of soul will enable us to 
bear worldly prosperity. Blessed 
be God, we have seen a few 
to whom it has presented no 
temptation. 1 have heard of a 
good man whose soul prospered 
alike in temporal prosperity and 
adversity. He had an intimate 
friend who used to make free with 
him, and observing his prosperity, 
he one day thus addressed him, 
“Do not you find the smiles of 
this world, my friend, to be asnare 
unto you ?”? He paused, and said, 
“* 1 am not conscious tbat I do, for 
though I enjoy much of this world, 
yet I think [ enjoy God in all 
things.” By-and-by Providence 
turned another way; he lost all 
his property, he sunk into indi- 
gence; he had scarcely a compe- 
tency to support him. His old 
friend thus addressed him, ‘* Well, 
my friend, how is it with you now, 
do not you find your heart de. 
jected in these circumstances ?? 
“‘T am not conscious,” said he, 
“‘ that I do, as before I enjoyed 
God in all things, now I enjo 

all things in God, I find God to 
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supply all my wants, and a little, 
with his blessing, isenough.” This, 
my friends, was a prosperous soul, 
A soul of this description might 
well bear prosperity, and_ his 
friend might well follow the exam- 
ple of John with respect to Gaius, 
and say, ** Beloved, I wish above 
all things that thou mayest prosper 
and be in health, even as thy soul 
prospereth.” 

But the second reason which 
renders prosperity of soul a proper 
standard for that of our bodies 
and circumstances is, that thus the 
general good is promoted. If we 
retain prosperity of soul under tem- 
poral prosperity, then for God to 
bless us, is to bless all around us. 
Aman with a truly prosperous 
soul will not eat his morsel alone ; 
will not keep it to himself; the 
poor, the fatherless, the widow, 
will participate the kindness of 
God to him: so that for Provi- 
dence to bless him is to bless the 
neighbourhood, and to bestow a 
public blessing, Wherever you 
see aman of that character the 
whole neighbourhood will concur 
with the apostle, and say, ‘* May 
the Lord prosper thee,” or with 
Boaz’s reapers, ‘‘ The Lord bless 
thee,” and I dare say Boaz himself 
wassuch acharacter, orthey would 
not have said, ‘*the Lord bless 
thee,” “ the Lord be with you,” 
said the master; ‘‘ the Lord bless 
thee,’”? said the servants, for we 
know that in this blessing we all 
shall be blessed ; the town will be 
blessed, the whole neighbourhood 
will be blessed, the fatherless will 
be blessed, the widow will be 
blessed; every one shall share, 
and therefore we wish that thou 
mayest prosper, for thy soul pros- 
pereth. 

These few remarks I submit to 
your serious attention, I leave 
them with you, my brethren, they 
may lead you to consider whether 
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there be not many who have 
prosperous circumstances but not 
prosperous souls; on whom the 
world smiles and loads them with 
its benefits, but from whom 
scarcely any one receives good; 
whether there be not many such 
in all places, even in this city, this 
opulent city? I grant that 1 think 
there is a greater proportion of 
generous characters in this city 
than perhaps in any other in the 
world ; that I am inclined without 
flattery, to say; but I am sure 
there are great numbers who live 
wholly tothemselves, and there are 
some who profess a regard to 
religion, and lay their account for 
eternal life, but who never live to 
others. Let such consider whether 
their Christianity be not exceed- 
ingly doubtful; or if it must be ad- 
mitted that they have the root of 
the matter in them, still, it is clear, 
they have unprosperous souls. [I 
bless God, however, that there 
are many who have prosperous 
souls, and that over and above 
their circumstances. Generosity 
is not confined to the rich, my 
brethren, a poor man may feel as 
much as another, and he who 
does but little by his substance 
may do it in other ways. If we 
are poor in circumstances, if our 
hearts be tender we may relieve 
the poor by our visits, our conver- 
sations, and our prayers. I grant 
that this would not be sufficient 
without money. He who has 
money, and who would wish to 
save his money and give his 
prayers, will not be received—his 
very prayers will be an offence; 
but for the man who has no money, 
but who has this compassionate 
and kind disposition, who will not 
unite with the apostle in inter- 
ceding ‘* I pray above all things 
that thou mayest prosper and be 
in health, even as thy soul pros- 
pereth,” 
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Such, my brethren, is my wish 
and prayer for you; such is my 
wish particularly for those Insti. 
tutions in this city which are now, 
I bless God, pretty numerous, 
for the visiting and relieving the 
aflicted poor.* I have said, and 
still say, that of all the benevolent 
institutions which adorn this me- 
tropolis, | know ofnone, which ex- 
cel in their principle and their 
effects, institutions of this kind, 
especially in such times as these, 
when the poor are suffering pri- 
vations and afflictions perhaps un- 
known but to those who visit 
them and search out afllicted cases. 
True charity does not consist 
merely in giving a beggar a penny 
to get rid of his solicitations, or 
in giving a guinea to a_ public 
charity. Many of these things 
may be done by persons who 
have very little genuine bene- 
volence about them; but that is 
genuine charity which leads us to 
search out the abodes of the 
wretched, and to make ourselves 
acquainted with their wretched- 
ness in order to relieve them. 
I do not say that every one can 
give his time to these engagements, 
but he may assist those whose pro. 
fessed object it is to do so. To 
this I may add, that the relieving 
men’s bodies to get access to 
their minds, is a primitive and an 
excellent practice. The Son of 
God himself, (and who can doubt 
that he had access wherever he 
pleased?) has set us the example, 
he went among the poor, the blind, 
the lame, the diseased. He 
mingled himself with them, and 
healed their bodies, that he might 
find access to their souls. The 
Almighty God, in human nature, 
would not overturn the laws of 


* This Sermon it appears was preached 


on behalf of “ A Society to relieve the sick 
and distressed,” 
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humanity; his desire was to esta- 
blish and sanctify them, Let us 
operate by a system he himself 
has established, and do good to 
the bodies of men with a view 
to obtain access to their minds, 
thus relieving the temporal wants 
of the afflicted poor, and admi- 
nistering the balm of consolation 
unto the wounded spirit. 


——— ee 


A LeTTER FROM R. RatKkes, 
Esq. ro Mrs. HARRIS. 


9 Gray’s Inn Terrace, 
16th Sept. 1831. 


Dear Sir, 

I sEND you inclosed for insertion 
in your next month’s Magazine, 
the copy of a letter (the original of 
which is in my possession,) from 
Robert Raikes, Esq. the Founder 
of Sunday Schools, which will not 
be unseasonable, and I have no 

doubt will gratify your readers. 
Yours very truly, 

W. Paxon. 


My Dear Madam, 

Amongst the numerous corres- 
pondents, which my little project 
for civilizing the rising generation 
of the poor has led me to address, 
I have to no one taken up my pen 
with more pleasure than to you, 
my old friend, with whom I for- 
merly passed so many cheerful 
hours. 

I am rejoiced to find that the 
people in your neighbourhood 
are thus ready to listen to that 
strong and pathetic injunction 
given by our Saviour a little before 
his resurrection, ‘Feed my lambs.” 
and if it were possible for me to 
afford any hints that might be 
useful, great would be the pleasure 
I should receive. 

In answer to your queries, I 
shall as concisely as possible state, 
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—That I endeavour to assemble 
the children as early as it is con- 
sistent with their perfect cleanli- 
hess, an irdispensable rule:—the 
hour prescribed in our rules. is 
eight o’clock, but it is usually half 
after eight before our flock is col- 
lected. Twenty is the number 
allotted to each teacher—the sexes 
kept separate—the twenty are 
divided into four classes. The 
children who shew any superiority 
in attainments are placed as leaders 
of the several classes, and are 
employed in teaching the others 
their letters, or in hearing them 
read in a low whisper, which may 
be done without interrupting the 
master or mistress in their business, 
and will keep the attention of the 
children engaged that they do not 
play or make a noise. Their at- 
tending the service of the church 
once a day, has to me seemed suf- 
ficient, for their time may be spent 
more profitably, perhaps, in re- 
ceiving instruction, than. in being 
present at a long discourse, which 
their minds are not yet able to com- 
prehend, but people may think 
differently on this point. Within 
this month the minister of my pa- 
rish has at Jast condescended to 
give me assistance in this laborious 
work, which I have now carried 
on six years with little or no sup- 
port. He chooses that the children 
should come to church both morn- 
ing and afternoon: I brought them 
to church only in the aflernoon.— 
If this should answer better than 
my ‘plan, on some future occasion 
I willlet you or Mr, H. know it. 

The stipend to the teachers here 
is a shilling each Sunday, but we 
find them firing, and bestow gra- 
tuities as rewards of diligence, 
which may make it worth six-pence 
more. 

Bat the success of the whole 
depends on the attention paid by 
people of condition. If persons 
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‘of some consequence will conde. 


scend to officiate as visitors, and 
by kind words encourage the good 
among these hitherto despised and 
neglected creatures, and give gen. 
tle reproof to those who stray from 
their duty, a wonderful effect will 
in a few months be discoverable.— 
Were I among you I would call 
forth the gentlemen to visit the 
boys, and the ladies to superintend 
the girls.—Go to Brentford and 
learn of Mrs. Trimmer !—=This is 
what I should say to the ladies of 
Chelsea. I would beg leave to 
recommend the perusal of Mrs. 
Trimmer’s conomy ef Charity ; 
it may be had at Johnson’s, in St. 
Paul’s Church-yard. 

It had been sometimes a diffi. 
cult task to keep the children in 
proper order, when they were all 
assembled at church, but I now 
sit very near them myself, which 
has had the effect of preserving the 
most perfect decorum. After the 
sermon in the morning they 
return home to dinner, and meet 
at the schools at half after one; 
and are dismissed at five, with 
strict injunctions to observe a 
quiet behaviour, free from all 
noise or clamour.—Before the 
business is begun in the morning 
they all kneel down while a prayer 
is read, and the same before dis- 
mission in the evening. 

To those children who distin. 
guish themselves as examples of 
diligence, quietness in behaviour, 
observance of order, kindness to 
their companions, &c. &c., I give 
some little token of my regard, as 
a pair of shoes if they are bare- 
footed, and some who are very 
bare of apparel, I clothe; this [ 
have been enabled to do in many 
instances through the liberal sup. 
port given me by my brothers in 
the city. By these means I have 
acquired considerable ascendency 
over the minds of the children ; 


416 


besides I frequently go round to 
their habitations, to inquire into 
their behaviour at home, and into 
the conduct of the parents, to 
whom I give some little hints, now 
and then, as well as to the children. 
I was taking a woman to task 
one day, before her husband, be- 
cause the house was not so clean 
asitought: ** Troth, sir,” said the 
man, “1 wish you would come a 
little oftener, we should be all the 
better.’ The people tell me that 
they keep the children in more or- 
der by the threat of telling Mr. R. 
than they could formerly with the 
most severe stripes. 

It is that part of our Saviour’s 
character which I aim at imitating, 
—He went about doing good. No 
one can form an idea what benefits 
he is capable of rendering to the 
community by the condescension 
of visiting the dwellings of the 
poor. You may remember the 
place without the South Gate, call. 
ed Littleworth,—it used to be the 
St. Giles’s of Gloucester. By going 
amongst those people I have totally 
changed their manners. They avow, 
at this time, that the place is quite 
a heaven to what it used to be. 
Some of the vilest of the boys are 
now so exemplary in behaviour 
that I have taken one into my own 
service, 
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I mention this as an evidence of 
what may be done. 

But I fear I am growing too 
prolix, and that I shall cause you 
to repent the opening a correspond. 
ence with your old acquaintance, 

I must now tell you that I am 
blessed with six excellent girls and 
two lovely boys. My eldest boy 
was born the very day that I made 
public to the world the scheme of 
Sunday Schools in my paper of 
Nov. 3, 1783. In four years’ time 
it has extended so rapidly as now 
to imclude 250,000 children, and 
is increasing more and more. It 
reminds us of the grain of mus. 
tard seed, 

Remember me in the kindest 
terms to Mr. Harris, and believe 
me, dear madam, both his and 
your most obedient servant, 

R. Raikes. 

Nov. 5, 1787. 

It would give me great pleasure 
to come and see you. If I can 
spare a day when I next come to 
town I shall try. 

If you think it would be of use 
I would send you a specimen of 
the alphabets and books I use. 


Directed to 
Mrs. Harris, 
Chelsea Hospital. 
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CROWNS, 


— 


O there are crowns which monarchs wear, 
And brilliant diadems— 

Composed of gold most gay, and clear, 
And ocean’s glittering gems, 


O there are crowns of bright array, 
Rare though they be, and few— 

Time’s virtuous daughters e’en are they, 
Than pearls more rich, more true. 


O there are crowns, which oft-times here, 
Adorn the holy brow 

Of ancient saints, most pure and fair, 
And silver’d o’er with snow. 


O there are crowns by mercy kept, 
For those preserv’d by God— 

Who secretly o’er sin have wept 
And trod where Jesus trod. 


O there’s a crown of boundless worth, 
Which decks the Saviour’s head— 
*Tis form’d of those crown’d sons of earth 
For whom the Sayiour bled. 
F. 


REVIEWS axpv BRIEF NOTICES. 


Journal of Voyages and Travels, by the 
Rev. Daniel Tyerman and George Ben- 
nett, Esq. deputed from the London 
Missionary Society, to visit their various 
Stations in the South Sea Islands, China, 
India, &c. between the years 1821 and 
1829 ; compiled from Original Docu- 
ments. By JAMES MONTGOMERY. 
2 vols. 8vo. with portraits, and various 
plates. Westley and Co. 1831. 


THE most interesting parts of this volu- 
minous Journal are those which relate 
the effects produced by the lives and 
preaching of the Missionaries in the South 
Sea Islands. Those of our readers who 
recollect (as the writer does) the depar- 
ture of the first Missionaries to these 
‘barbarous islands, now upwards of thirty- 
five years ago, will be delighted with the 
perusal of the facts recorded in this work 
of “the mighty signs and wonders by the 
power of the Spirit of God,” which have 
been. wrought onthe savage 1inds, and 
in -the habits and morals, of these uncivil- 
ized cannibals. It is impossible not to be 
reminded of a remark of the writer of the 
Acts of the Apostles, in reference to the 
progress of the Gospel in the first age of 
Christianity: “ So mightily grew the 
‘Word of God and prevailed.” 

The limits of our work will not afford 
much in the way of extracts, the follow- 
ing must suffice: when at Eimeo, they say, 


“¢ We visited one of the deacons, who, on 
account of lameness, was unable to wait upon 
us yesterday with his brethren. The bene- 
volent and intelligent expression of his coun- 
tenance exceedingly struck us, and interested 
us to know something of his personal history. 
He is.a chief and also a judge of their land, 
who, both in his official and private character, 
is venerated by his people, and respected by 
the Missionaries. The latter bear testimony, 
that, by his uniform Christian demeanour, he 
has hitherto adorned that Gospel which he 
was the-first in Eimeo publicly to confess, 
by throwing his idols into the flames. This 
dhe did in the presence of his countrymen, 


who stood shuddering at his hardihood, and 
expecting that the evil spirits, to whom the 
senseless stocks were dedicated, would strike 
him dead on the spot for his profanation. 
He remained unharmed however, and it was 
not long before the other chiefs followed his 
example, and the people joining in with them, 
the temples, the altars, the images of Satan 
were universally overthrown. We have re- 
marked, both here and in Tahiti, that in 
various instances, the churches of the true 
God have been erected on the very sites of 
the demolished narees; so that where their 
murdered brethren were wont to be offered 
up to devils, the regenerated natives now 
present themselyes, body and soul, as living 
sacrifices to Him who spared not his own Son 
for them, and who, with Him, is now freely 
giving them all things, p. 96. 

Dec. 8. [At Huahine,] “ Being the Sab- 
bath, we went to the early prayer-meeting at 
the chapel, and were astonished to find not 
fewer than a thousand persons assembled ‘to 
pay their morning vows to God. These de- 
yout exercises, as in Tahiti and Eimeo, were 
conducted entirely by natives, and consisted 
of singing, and praying, and reading the 
Scriptures. About twelve hundred men, 
women, and children, afterwards constituted 
the congregation at the public service in the 
forenoon. The chapel is very compact and 
commodious, and as many as sixteen hundred 
auditors haye occasionally been crowded 
into.it.” 

On the next day, Dec. 9, the deputation 
met the assembled numerous congrega- 
tion of all ranks, to inform them on what 
errand they had come among them. The 
replies of some of the converted natives 
are very striking, and which, but for the 
character of the relators, would appear 
incredible. 


«¢ Auna, one of the deacons of the church 
said :—‘ Brethren, our hearts rejoice exceed- 
ingly on account of the great goodness of God 
in bringing you among us this day, our hearts 
are filled with love and affection towards you, 
though we never saw your faces before yester- 
day. My teavs of gladness almost prevent 
my saying more. You come from a very far: 
land upon an errand of good-will to us, and 
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we desire that your visit should be unto us 
such as that of Barnabas at Antioch, who 
when he came, and hadseen the grace of God, 
was glad, and exhorted them all, that with 
purpose of heart they should cleave unto the 
Lord. We, here, were in darkness, without 
the knowledge of God and the way of life, 
when you, in your country, turned your eyes 
towards us. But it was God who inclined 
you to think of us, and send teachers to in- 
struct us in the good word, and lead us into 
the way of heaven, We now, with you, look 
to that Saviour who gives endless life to those 
who believe in his name; and we, as well 
as you, love Him because he first loved us, 
and sought us out when we were running 
along the road to destruction. Weare pleased 
to find that you have received our little pro- 
perty, which we sent to the Society to help 
them in causing the Word of God to grow in 
every country; and we pray that we may 
never be weary in thus well-doing, but go on 
and increase in our endeavours, that others 
might be made as happy as we are. Pray 
you, dear friends, for us, that we may hold 
out to the end; and, if at any time we faint 
in this work, may we remember Him who 
hath said, ‘ Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest,’ ” 


To several other interesting statements, 
which our limits will not allow us to copy, 
the deputation add— 


“ After these addresses, we signified our 
willingness to give, to all who desired it, the 
right-hand of fellowship, on behalf of the 
London Missionary Society, and in the name 
of the whole Christian world, which was 
deeply interested in the extension of its 
borders oyer the isles of the Pacific Ocean. 
The kind and ingenuous people were delighted 
with this token of our friendship, and all the 
congregation, in classes, according to their 
standings in the church, down to the Sunday- 
school children, came in due order to take 
their share in this hearty testimonial of good 
will, which however long and wearisome, 
under other circumstances, it might have 
been, was truly gratifying to our purest feel- 
ings, and was evidently felt in the same way 
by all our Huahine brethren and sisters.” 
p. 193. 


The account given of the King of Po- 
mare inthis volume, makes it exceedingly 
doubtful whether he knew any thing of 
the grace of Godin truth. He had been 
an instrument in carrying up the building 
of mercy among his subjects, but whether 


he belonged to it himself is mure than can 
be concluded with any satisfaction. 


‘* During one of those short lucid intervals 
(immediately preceding his death), Mr. Crook 
addressed a few brief words of exhortation to 
him, and afterwards seeing his end approach- 
ing, observed, ‘I would gladly do for you 
what I can, but I fear my best will be of 
little avail. You have indeed been a great 
sinner, but Christ is a great Saviour, and 
none but Jesus can help you now.’ He 
replied, ‘None but Jesus!’ These were his 
last accents. Hautia, the great chief and 
regent, speaking of his death, said, ‘ I could 
not sleep all night for thinking of Pomare. 
I was like a canoe rocking on the stormy 
wayes, which cannot rest. I thought of his 
body, and I said, in my heart, that is dead, 
and will soon be in the grave; but his soul, 
where is it ?’” 


We are happy to see these materials 
compiled by so able ahandas the highly 
gifted and pious editor, The facts stated 
are the best refutation of the infidel ca- 
lumnies of such writers as “ Otto Von 
Kotzebue,” a Russian Post-captain, in 
the work lately published in England, 
called ‘* A New Voyage round the World,” 
&e. 


An Authentic Account of the last Illness 
and Death of the late Rev. Robert Hall, 
4.M. Ina Letter to the Rev. Joseph 
Hughes, A.M. By J. M. CHANDLER. 
48 pp. Wightman. 

WITHOUT any ostentatious pretensions to 
fine writing, Mr. Chandler has furnished 
us with an authentic and very interesting 
account of the last days of his deceased 
friend and pastor. The substance of it 
was originally communicated to the Rey. 
Joseph Hughes, A.M. for the purpose of 
being read at the close of his funeral 
sermon. The general expectation not 
having been gratified on that occasion, 
it has been considerably enlarged, and is 
now presented to the public with the view 
of correcting some erroneous and imper- 
fect statements which have unhappily ob- 
tained circulation. 

In the dying experience of our lamented 
friend, we have a most beautiful exhi- 
bition of humility and Christian kindness. 
In the latter especially, he appears to 
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have learned of Him, who, amidst the ex- 
cruciating agonies of the cross, commended 
with such exquisite tenderness his widowed 
and weeping mother to the sympathy and 
care of the disciple whom he loved. His 
own sufferings, dreadful as they were*, 
so far from inducing a concentration 
of attention to himself, only served 
to heighten and expand the benevo- 
lence of his heart towards others. The 
poor especially had a large share of his 
affectionate concern. Our author ob- 
serves,— 


“ Our beloved pastor had, for some time 
past, evinced a peculiar anxiety respecting 
the poorer part of his flock, and ona recent 
occasion he had publicly expressed his concern 
that they did not make themselves more 
familiar, by giving him more frequent invi- 
tations; telling them that he should feel even 
greater pleasure in visiting them than others 
who could afford him more substantial enter- 
tainment. He referred to this subject with me, 
and spoke at some length, begging he might 

‘be informed of any whom I knew to be ill 
or in trouble, and expressed in general his 
full intention of visiting the sick and afflicted 
more assiduously.” 

* On another occasion, he remarked, ‘ How 
great are the sufferings of the poor. I have 
received and enjoyed many mercies: many 
are the privations of the poor ;’—stating, 
that if he should recover, he would endeavour 
to see them oftener; that he would find them 
out; that it was proper they should be found 
out ;—adding, ‘ Blessed is he who consider- 
eth the poor.’ He spoke also of the pleasure 
he anticipated of meeting many of them in 
the vestry of the meeting-house, agreeably to 
a plan he had lately formed. He remarked, 
what a mercy it was to him, to have so many 
mercies and alleviations; that there were 
many—and many whom he knew—(some of 
whom he affectionately mentioned by name) 
—who had not the mercies he had.” 


That the intercourse of our beloved 
friend with the poorer members cf the 
church had been so comparatively limited 
as the foregoing extracts seem to imply, 
may, we believe, be attributed to causes 
over which he had little or no controul. 


* A beautiful lithographic representation 
of the calculi found in the natural cavities of 
the right kidney, ten in number, will convey 
some idea of the excruciating torture he was 
called to endure. 
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| He was the centre of a circle distinguished - 
by superior intellectual attainments or 
worldly acquisitions. And though, asis very 
justly observed, “ he was never known to 
withhold sympathy from any because of 
worldly inferiority,” it was morally im- 
possible, while such perpetual exactions 
of his time were made by the few, that he 
should devote to the many that attention 
which he really desired. Tt would be well 
if the respectable members of our churches 
generally, were to “ consider the poor,” 
in this important particular. A pastor is 
the shepherd of the church—not the pro- 
perty of a select few; and in the vestry 
especially, if he be iuclined to remain 
after worship, facilities should be afforded 
for that spiritual intercourse with the 
poor, which, for obvious reasons, theme can 
seldom otherwise enjoy. : 

Our limits prevent that extended notice 
of this highly interesting publication which 
would be gratifying to our feelings. We 
could linger with delight over those beau- 
tiful exhibitions of Christian humility 
which these pages unfold. But we must 
refer our readers to the pamphlet itself, 
assuring them, that it will amply repay, 
by a salutary influence-on their own 
minds, the most attentive and frequent 
perusal. We merely subjoin the account 
of the final catastrophe. 

“Mrs. Hall, observing a fixation of his eyes, 
and an unusual expression on his counte- 
nance, and indeed in his whole manner, be- 
came alarmed by the sudden impression that 
he was dying; and exclaimed in great agita- 
tion, ¢ This can’t be dying!’ when he replied, 
‘Tt is death—it is death—death! Oh the 
sufferings of this body!’ Mrs. Hall then 
asking him, ‘ But are you comfortable in 
your mind?’ he immediately answered, ‘Very 
comfortable—very comfortable:’ and ex- 
claimed, ‘ Come, Lord Jesus—Come’ 
He then hesitated, as if incapable of bringing 
out the last word ; and one of his daughters, 
involuntarily as it were, anticipated him by 
saying, ‘ Quickly!’ on which her departing 
father gave her a look expressive of the most 
complacent delight. 

‘¢ On entering his room, I found him sitting 
on the sofa, surrounded by his lamenting 
family ; with one foot in the hot water, and 
the other spasmodically grasping the edge of 
the bath; his frame waving in violent, al- 
most convulsive heavings, sufficiently ins 
dicative of the process of dissolution, I 
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hastened, though despairingly, to administer 
such stimulants as might possibly avert the 
threatening termination of life; and as I sat 
by his side for this purpose he threw his 
arm over my shoulders for support, with a 
look of evident satisfaction that I was near 
him. He said to me, ‘I am dying: death 
is come at last: all will now be useless.’ 
As I pressed upon him draughts of stimu- 
Jants, he intimated that he would take them 
if I wished; but he believed all was useless. 
On my asking him if he suffered much, he 
replied, ‘ Dreadfully.’. The rapidly increas~- 
ing gasping soon overpowered his ability to 
swallow, or to speak, except in monosyllables, 
few in number, which I could not collect; 
but whateyer might be the degree of his 
suffering, (and great it must have been, ) 
there was no failure of his mental vigour or 
composure. Indeed, so perfect was his con- 
sciousness, that in the midst of these last 
agonies, he intimated to me very shortly 
before the close, with his accustomed cour- 
teousness, a fear lest he should fatigue me 
by his pressure; and when his family, one 
after another, gaye way in despair, he fol- 
lowed them with sympathizing looks, as they 
were obliged to be conveyed from the room. 
This was his last voluntary movement; for 
immediately, a general conyulsion seized him, 
and he quickly expired.” 


—— 

The Church Establishment founded in 
Error, By A Layman. Effingham 
Wilson. 


4n Appeal to the Clergy, addressed more 
particularly to the Bishops and Dignita- 
ries of the Church of England, on the 
State of Religion, Morals, and Manners, 
tm the British Metropolis ; shewing the 
necessity of a Reformation in the pre- 
sent Constitution and Government of the 
English Ecclesiastical Establishment, to 
preserve the Nation from the desola- 


tions of Infidelity. pp.223. Holdsworth 
and Ball. 


Friendly Suggestions to those in Authority. 
By JouN PoyNDeER, Esq. Seeley and 
Sons, 

THESE pamphlets containing facts, docu- 

ments, and reasonings of great import- 

ance, are destined, no doubt, to strengthen 
the general impression that all our civil 
and ecclesiastical institutions are soon to 
be revised, 

Passing over the first chapter which 
contains a well-written Introduction, the 

Layman shews in the second, that the 
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Church Establishment is founded in error, 
from a disclosure of its origin, which is 
unquestionably Pagan. The third chap- 
ter contains an exhibition of its charac- 
teristic features: (1) “An unjust tax for 
the maintenance of the clergy. (2-) An 
unjust premium upon a particular sect. 
(3.) A virtual punishment of dissenters. 
(4.) A debasing subjection of ihe Chris- 
tian church to secular power and autho- 
rity.” In the fourth, he argues ‘* froma 
consideration of the sacrifices by which it 
is upheld.” That it sacrifices the autho- 
rity of Christ in his church ; that it tends 
to destroy the essential characteristics of 
the church, its spirituality, unity, iden- 
tity, and independence; that it impedes 
the progress of Christianity ina variety 
of ways, and to a most awful degree. 
The last chapter gives us “an exhibition 
of its effects upon persons and society.” 

We cannot follow this respectable writer 
into a more minute analysis of his work, 
but we are happy to add that he has writ- 
ten in a style so fervent, and yet so dis. 
creet, as to deserve the -serious attention 
of all his readers, both churchmen and dis- 
senters, We had marked some passages 
for transcription, containing documents, 
but as these will have, ere long, a rigour- 
ous investigation in parliament, we shall 
for the present forbear. 

The “Appeal to the Clergy” is also 
anonymous. Whoever the writer may be, 
he has drawn a frightful picture (we fear 
too just,) of the British metropolis; and 
we earnestly hope that his loud warnings 
may be listened to by those who have civil 
or ecclesiastical power, before it be too 
late. ‘ 

This pamphlet also contains a variety 
of abstracts, tables, and calculations, 
which we have not copied, for the reason 
above suggested. The style is in some 
pages too lengthy and too wordy ; there 
are, however, some passages of great 
power,—‘* Thoughts that breathe and 
words that burn.” 
for afew extracts. 


We must make room 


In p. 27 he refers to the Hells. 


“It is a well-known fact that in the west end of 
the town there areno less than forty gambling- 
houses of the first order, which have long 
been designated, in our public Journals, under 
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the dark but appropriate appellation of hells. 
That these infamous abodes of the blackest 
crimes should be allowed to exist in the midst 
of a professedly christian city, is a deep re- 
flection upon the wisdom and energy of our 
rulers: but that the proprietors of these 
mansions of vice should be allowed to pro- 
secute their nefarious practices on the sabbath- 
day, is a scandal to the whole of our civil and 
ecclesiastical bodies, and a foul stain upon the 
moral character of the nation at large. Yet 
to the shame of protestant England let it be 
known, that the sabbath is the high day of 
these establishments, and is consecrated to the 
base purposes of their diabolical craft! The 
sums won and lost in those resorts of fashion- 
able dissipation almost exceed belief, having 
been stated at the enormous annual amount 
of seven million pounds stirling! Vast as 
this sum appears, it is by no means incredible 
when we consider that there are no fewer 
than eight thousand lords and right honour- 
able gentlemen and ladies who regularly pay 
their visits to those abodes of nightly dissipa- 
tion, where, upon an average, the sum of 
seven thousand pounds is lost and won every 
night these houses are open for play. In 
looking at the dark history of those dens of 
villany, that which strikes the mind of the 
beholder with the most appalling feelings, is, 
the immense sums staked by females of dis- 
tinctior, whe, inestablishments formed on a 
more restricted scale, lose and win more in 
proportion than even the gentlemen! This 
circumstance alone proves what has been so 
frequently observed by the closest observers of 
human nature, that when women give them- 
selves up to the dominant influence of any par- 
ticular vice, whether it be gaming, drinking, 
or debauchery, they generally carry their 
vicious practices to an excess unprecedented 
in the depraved examples of the opposite sex.” 


The high tone and temper of this pam- 
phlet may ke estimated from the following 


passage :— 


«To sit at the helm, and in a sea of 
perils, to guide the vessel of the state in safety, 
amidst the roar and the tumult of the angry 
elements, requires the dauntless skill of the 
master spirits of the age ; and none, perhaps, 
have shewn a genius more adapted to the cri- 
tical circumstances of the times, than those 
to whom the king has confided the reins of 
government. The events which have 80 
recently transpired, prove that his majesty s 
ministers are disposed to meet the wishes of 
the people, by removing the abuses which 
have been so long connected with the repre- 
sentative system in this country. The un- 
yielding fortitude with which they supported 


the great question of parliamentary reform, 
and the disposition they have manifested to 
retrench in the various branches of the pub- 
lic expenditure, argue a willingness, on their 
part, to enter into an examination of the nu- 
merous evils which burden the country with- 
out benefiting the state. It, therefore, only 
remains for the clergy, with their accustomed 
loyalty, to act in concert with his majesty’s 
government, by effecting a general reform- 
ation of ecclesiastical corruptions, that the 
church which is professedly spiritual, may 
have, at least, an appearance of purity, equal 
to a state that is avowedly secular. To have 
the political beast that carries the woman 
more pure than the woman herself, would be 
to confer upon it the character of Balaam’s 
ass, a character dignified by wisdom and pru- 
dence when compared with the folly and mad- 
ness of the prophet. Gentlemen, this must 
not be; it would incontestably prove the de- 
generate and incurable condition of the 
church, and leave a blot upon its character 
which nothing but blood could wash away.” 
p- 213, 214. 


Mr. Poynper has addressed many 
“Friendly Suggestions to those in autho- 
rity.’ Whether they will hear him time 
will shew. “Asan ear-ring of gold, and 
an ornament of fine gold, so is a wise re- 
prover upon an obedient ear.” Prov. xxv. 
12. His suggestions are highly creditable 
to his piety, as a professed disciple of our 
Lord Jesus Christ; and his motto from 
Burke, is an admirable one. ‘* Whatever 
disunites man from God, disunites man 
from man.” 

Mr. P. declares (to our astonishment) 
that he has a firm conviation on his mind, 
“that the Church of England is the most 
pure and apostolical church on earth.” 
(p.26) He speaks, however, in several 
passages, very respectinlly vf dissenters 
and methodists. 

In p. 35, he calls the attention of those 
in authority to— 


“The consumption of ardent spirits to 
which the health and lives of so many thou- 
sands are falling victims, which is making in- 
cessant inroads on domestic virtue and family 
peace—devouring the profits of the labourer, 
swelling the ranks of pauperism and disaffec- 
tion, and stimulating to every possible crime 
against the security and well being of society 
at large. it would be endless to enumerate 
the public and private woes which flow from 
a source so prolific of all” evil—religious, 
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moral, political, and personal; but some idea 
may be formed of the extent ofthe mischief, 
when I mention, that only at a single distil- 
lery, at the east of London, forty-five chal- 
drons of coals are consumed every twenty- 
four hours, while one fire alone consumes five 
chaldrons every night.” 

‘Lord Wynford has lately proved, in the 
House of Lords, that theincrease of crime is 
a most expensive thing to the nation. He 
shews that in 1825 we sent but 233 convicts 
to Botany Bay ;—in 1626, 1815 ;—in 1827, 
2587 ;—and in 1828, 2449. A recent 
parliamentary paper gives the sum of £25,000 
as the cost to the country of only the late 
special commissioners and the prosecutions for 
rioting and incendiarism; and we are all 
aware that (whatever might have been the 
remote causes of these excesses) the proxi- 
mate cause was repeatedly proved, in evi- 
dence, to have been the abuse of ardent spi- 
rits.” p. 36. 


An Inquiry after Prophetic Truth relative 
to the Restoration of the Jews and the 
Millenium, &c. By Josern Tyso. 


Tuts volume embraces those topics re- 
Jating to the future dispensations of Provi- 
dence, which have of late been brought 
so much into discussion by a certain class 
of evangelical divines, The mere enun- 
ciation of them will shew at once the drift 
of the work—General Outlines of Jewish 
History—the Necessity of their (the Jews’) 
Restoration, in order to fulfil the Prophe- 
cies—the Manner of the Restoration—the 
New City and Temple—Gog and his Army 
—the Personal coming of Christ—the Re- 
surrection of the Saints—the Effusion of the 
Spirit—the New Heaven and New Earth 
—the Offering of Sacrifices —Objections to 
Sacrifices considered—Loosing of Satan— 
Resurrection of the wicked—the Confla- 
gration. 

To discuss these subjects generally, and 
to present to our readers eyen a fair 
analysis of the arguments pro and con 
which have been, or might yet be adduced, 
would require a volume instead of the 
space of an article ina magazine. With- 
out therefore expressing even an opinion 
on the merits of the controversy, for such 
it has become, we feel compelled to restrict 
ourselves to a single remark on the man- 
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ner in which Mr. Tyso has written on his 
side of the question. ‘There is no asperity 
and no dogmatism. It is the language of 
areal inquirer after truth, or rather, per- 
haps, of one devoutly convinced of the 
facts which he believes himself to have 
discovered. The author’s aim is to in- 
terpret Scripture with reference to the 


| general course of future events, leaving 


the minuter questions of chronological 
calculation. So far we approve his design, 
and do not hesitate to say that be has shewn 
much candour, calmness, and piety. The 
concluding sentence of the preface may be 
given asa specimen of the author’s favor- 
able state of mind in perusing prophetic 
inquiries :— 


“Tt has not been my object to enter largely 
on the prophecies, but to give a general outline 
of them, from the present time, unto the end 
of the world; nor have I attempted to adduce 
all those passages which bear upon the sub- 
ject; nor to be wise aboye what is written. 
I am not sure that the slaying of the witnesses 
has taken place. I doubt whether the seventh 
trumpet has sounded. I believe the seventh 
vial has not been poured out; and I think 
the 1260 years have not terminated, I think 
it very probable that these events will take 
place shortly; that there will be a dreadful 
convulsion of all nations, and that Christ will 
quickly appear to take vengeance on his ene- 
mies, and to establish his kingdom on the 
earth. ‘ Watch and pray, for ye know not 
when the time is.”’ 


Memoir of William Fox, Esq. Founder of 
the Sunday School Society ; comprising 
the history of the origin and first twenty 
years of that benevolent and useful Insti- 
tution, with the Correspondence between 
Wm. Fox, Esq.and Robert Raikes, Esq. 

_ of Gloucester, the futher of the Sunday 
School system, and other distinguished 


persons. ByJosepulyimey. Wight- 
man, 


AFTER the joyous celebration of the 
Jubilee, which has given a new impulse to 
Sunday School exertions in London, and 
through all parts of the country, nothing 
can be more welcome than the information 
which this little book contains. Mr. 
Ivimey’s compilation is made with his 
usual zeal and ability. 
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The Sunday School Society was formed 
Sept. 7, 1785; and the only member of 
the original committee is our venérable 
friend, Joseph Gutteridge, Esq. of Den- 
mark Hill. 

Various highly interesting extracts 
might be made, but we flatter ourselves 
that our readers will hasten to put them- 
selves in possession of this “ Memoir of 
Wm. Fox,” who deserved so well of his 
country; and whose name will now be 
always justly associated with that of Robert 
Raikes. 

The work is embellished with a fine 
portrait of Mr. Fox. 

Every Sunday School library should 
contain a copy of this publication; nor 
can there be a more appropriate reward 
book for those children who merit en- 
couragement. 


te 


Four Lectures on the Law of the Sabbath, 
as contained in the Scriptures. By H. 
F. Burper, D.D. 


THE first lecture treats on “ the law of the 
Sabbath as instituted at the creation,’— 
and at the head of it stands the passage 
found in Gen. ii. 3: in this lecture 
two inquiries receive attention, ‘‘I. Is 
there sufficient reason to believe, that the 
Sabbath was actually instituted on the 
completion of the work of creation? II. Is 
the original institution of the Sabbath 
binding upon all mena, in all ages ?” 

The second lecture refers to “the law of 
the Sabbath as contained in the deca- 
logue,”—and at the head of it is placed 
the portion of the sacred word found in 
Exodus xx. 8—I1I. In this part of the 
work before us various errors relative to the 
present authority of the moral law are re- 
futed; and its full authority is established 
by many arguments. It is also shown that 
the fourth commandment in the Scripture, 
attached to this lecture, is a part of the 
moral law, and in force as a rule to us. 
The difficulties which seem to encumber 
this part of thesubject are met and cleared 
away. The third lecture is on “the 
change of the day of the Sabbath,”—and 
here we have Rey. i. 10, as the scriptural 
' motto at the commencement. The point 
established is, that ‘ the law of the Sab- 
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bath, which originally applied to the 
seventh day of the week,” is “now appli- 
cable, with undiminished force of obliga- 
tion, to the first day of the week.” The 
third argument employed to prove this 
point is the following :—* The practice of 
the first churches (under the guidance of 
the apostles), as recorded in the New Testa- 
ment, is equivalent,in valueand authority, 
to direct precept.” When we read this, 
we felt grateful that our views on the sub- 
ject of Christian baptism, did not force on 
our consciences the duty of making it 
harmonize with the practice of infant 
sprinkling, or affusion. How any upright, 
inquiring, and diligent man, can believe 
the above position to be true, and yet 
regard unconscious babes as fit subjects 
for christian baptism, is to us incompre- 
hensible. The argument is sound in its 
bearing on the sabbatical subject ; but, we 
think, it should induce him who uses it to 
renounce Infant Baptism, until he can 
adduce *‘ direct precept,” or, what is equi- 
valent, “the practice of the first churches 
under the guidance of the Apostles,” in its 
favour. : 

The last lecture inculcates ‘the due 
observance of the Sabbath.” The author 
sanctions the observation in this part of 
his treatise, by placing at the beginning of 
it the sacred words recorded in Isaiah 
lviii. 13, 14. 

He contends thatthe Lord’s day requires 
“ A cessation from the ordinary labours 
and occupations of life. A consecra- 
tion of the entire day to the spiritual en- 
gagements and delights which peculiarly 
belong to the Sabbath.---The public ac- 
knowledgment and adoration of our God 
and Saviour, in acts of social worship~-- 
The conscientious and diligent discharge 
of the domestic duties of religion. And, 
lastly, the performance of the works of 
charity and mercy.” When the certain 
consequences of the divine blessing on such 
a regard to the claims of the Sabbath as 
is here described, are present to our 
thoughts, we cannot avoid devout prayer 
that Christians may become sufficiently 
wise and pious to use aright the holy hours 
which gracious God has enjoined on their 
attention. 
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The Family Memorial, or a Father's Tri- 
bute to the Memory of Three Children ; 
with Remarks and Admonitions. By 
STEPHEN Morett, of Little Baddow, 
Essex. Westley and Davis. 


Tw the narrative we see the Father ; in the 
“ Remarks and Admonitions” we see the 
* good minister of Jesus Christ..” 


“Tt has pleased Him to remove from a 
united and happy domestic circle, amidst all 
the solemnities of death, three of their num- 
ber, dearly beloved, within the space of six 
years. ‘The eldest son, Stephen, second of 
the family, who had recently been ordained 
to the pastoral office at Norwich, died in the 
month of October, 1824, nearly twenty-four 
years of age. The third daughter, and fourth 
of the family, Letitia, in the month of No- 
vember, 1527, at the age of twenty. And 
the third son, and eighth of the family, George 
James, in the month of June, 1830, at the 
age of sixteen yeats and three months. It 
is our mercy to be able to say, ‘ these all died 
in faith.’ ” 


We cordially recommend this elegant 
“ Memorial,” to the attention of those 
who have suffered, and to those who 


dread the prospect of suffering the pangs 
of such bereayements. 
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Reciprocal Duties, or a well regulated 
Church. With an Essay on the Advan- 
tages of Church Discipline. By JOHN 
Bane, Wightman. 

Mr. BANE thinks for himself, writes out 

of his own mind, and quotes no authori- 

ties. We heartily wish he may get the 
attention he merits in this work, which 

contains a brief discussion of many im- 

portant topics in fifteen short chapters. 


“The materials of which a Christian 
Church is composed—the Organization of a 
Christian Church—the Independence of a 
Christian Church—the Qualifications of a 
Bishop—of a Deacon;—the Duties of a Pastor 
—of Deacons —of Church Members to their 
own Society as a Body—Respecting the in- 
stituted means of Grace—towards their own 
Pastor —towards their own Deacons—towards 
each other—Church Meetings—the reception 
of New Members—the proper treatment of 


offences.” 

The work is concluded with an Essay 
on the Advantages of Church Discipline,” 
which will amply repay the perusal. 


Reviews and Brief Notices. 


The Entire Works of the Rev. Robert 
Hall, A.M. &c. &c. Vol. 3. Tracts, Po- 
litical and Miscellaneous. Holdsworth 
and Ball. 

In this volume we have “ Christianity 

consistent with a Love of Freedom—An 

Apology for the Freedom of the Press— 

On the Renewal of the Charter of the East 

India Company—An Appeal to the Public 

onthe Subject of the Frame-work Knitters’ 

Fund—A Reply to the principal Objec- 

tions advanced by Cobbett and others, 

against the Frame-work Knitters’ Friendly 

Relief Society—An Address on the state 

of Slavery in the West India Islands— 

Fragments—A Short Statement of theRea- 

sons for Christian in opposition to Party 

Communion—Miscellaneous Pieces.” 
The Fragments, extending through nearly 

100 pages, were never before published. 


‘They contain “A Defence of Village 


Preaching—the Impolicy of Intolerance— 
On Toleration—On the Right of W orship;” 
which, though not finished by himself, bear 
strong marks of his superior mind, 


—= 


A Letter addressed to the Author of “ Re- 
marks upon the Present State of the Dis- 
senting Interest,’ &c. By INveEsTI- 
GATOR. Wightman. 


To those who are studying the laws of 
Church-government in the New Testa- 
ment, this tract will be interesting. We do. 
not, however, concur with the writer who 
professes to agree with his opponent when 
he says, **f am quite of Dr. Campbell’s 
mind, that no form of Ecclesiastical Polity 
now in being has any legitimate claim to 
a divine right.” 


— i 


The Chief Concerns of Man for Time and 
Eternity. Being a course of Valedictory 
Discourses, preached at Wheler Chapel, 
in the Autumn of 1830. By the Rev. 
E. Broek ERSTETH, Rector of Watton, 
Hertfordshire. Seeley and Son. 


PLAIN, pointed, practical discourses, which 
were designed and adapted to be useful. 
They have been useful, we cannot doubt, 
in the delivery, and they will continue to 
be useful Jong after the pious author has 
gone to his rest and his reward. 


Reviews and Brief Notices. 


Memoir of the Rev. Samuel Kilpin, late of 
Exeter, with Extracts from his Cor- 
respondence and Papers. Hamilton, 
Adams, and Co. 


Mr. Kiirin’s “near relative” has dis- 
played good taste and judgment in the 
compilation of this beautiful and pathetic 
memoir, which, we think, cannot fail to 
be extensively read. It isembellished with 
an admirable likeness of the worthy minis- 
ter, who endeared himself to so many 
hundreds of children and young persons, 
for whose salvation he laboured with all 
the energies of his warm and benevolent 
heart. His occasional eccentricities were 
noticed by many: may his steady, fervent, 
inextinguishable zeal be imitated by all 
who bear the Saviour’s name. 


——a——— 


Scripture Prints, with Explanations in the 
form of familiar Dialogues. By Mrs. 
SHERWOOD. Seeley and Son. 


AN apple is an apple, to be sure, and a 
picture is a picture to achild. Some of 
these prints are susceptible of great im- 
provement, which, in subsequent editions, 
may appear. The instruction is evange- 
lical, and conveyed in a very pleasing 
style of dialogue, worthy of the name of 
the pious authoress whose writings are too 
well known, and too justly appreciated, to 
need our recommendation. Compared 
with women, men are but clumsy crea- 
tures in teaching a child: they have no 
tact. 
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Modern Infidelity considered with respect 
to its Influence on Society. By the late 
Rey. RoBperT Hay, A.M. With a 
Memoir of his Life, and Sketches of his 
Character. G. Stockley, Walworth 
Road. 


Or the sermon we need say nothing: it 
has long spoken and will long continue to 
speak for itself. This very cheap edition 
deserves all possible encouragement. And 
the more so—as we learn from the close 
of the highly interesting memoir of Mr. 
Hall, that “should any profit arise from 
the sale, it will be chiefly devoted to the 
Baptist Irish Society.” 
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The Divinity of Christ Established. A 
Sermon preached at the Baptist Chapel, 
Morton Street, Clonmel, on Lord's Day 
Evening, July 10,1831. With an Ap- 
pendix, upon the Doctrine of the Trinity, 
&c. By STEPHEN Davis, Minister of 
the above Chapel. Wightman. 

WE thought this great point had been long 

since fully established. Local circum- 

stances, however, have demanded from 

Mr. Davis, a discourse which appears very. 

sensible, serious, and satisfactory. We 

are happy to add itis written without any 
bitterness of invective against his oppo- 
nents, and we hope it will be extensively 
useful, in the Sister Island especially, and 
by whomscever it may be read. 

—== 

Scripture Chronology made Easy and En- 
tertaining. By T. KEyworTu. Holds- 
worth and Ball 

We admire the ingenuity displayed in 

this little work, and cordially recommend’ 

it to all who are desirous of assisting the 
young to read the Holy Scriptures with 
profit and delight. The neatly executed 
cuts will be sure to engage the curiosity 
of children, 

———< a 

HeavenOpened ; or a Brief and Plain Dis- 
covery of the Riches of God’s Covenant 
of Grace. By Rev. RICHARD ALLEINE, 
A. D. 1665. 

ANOTHER valuable reprint by the Com- 

mittee of the Religious Tract Society. It 

includes also some pieces by his brother 

Joseph, full of marrow and fatness, which 

many have long feasted upon with a de- 

light to worldly men unknown. 
——= 


A Brief Answer to the Question, “ Why 
are you a strict Baptist?” By aSrrict 
Baptist. Wightman. 

Tuts small tract deserves the attention of 

all who feel an interest in the question to 

which it relates. The motto, froma ser- 
mon by the late excellent Mr. Dore, con- 
tains a sentiment true to Scripture, which 
is this: ‘© Where the Bible stops, faith rests 
—all beyond is imagination.” 
—=__———_. 

Calmet’s Dictionary of the Holy Bible, &c: 
&c. Part Il. September, Holasworth 
& Ball. 

In this ‘Part’ the article Bible holds a 

distinguished place, and will richly repay 

the perusal. 
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OBITUARY. 


—— 


Mrs. ANN REDRICK, 


Mrs. Ann Redrick, daughter of Sam. 
Weatherilt, departed this life in the 21st 
year of her age. She was an honourable 
member of the Particular Baptist Church 
meeting in Cockspur-street, Liverpool, 
under the pastoral care of Mr. Moses 
Fisher. She lived by the faith of the Son 
of God, and she died in the faith and hope 
of the Gospel. She manifested a constant 
and believing regard to the atonement of 
Jesus Christ, and often exclaimed, with 
peculiar emphasis, 


“Here at thy cross, my dying God, 
**T lay my soul beneath thy love: 

“* Beneath the droppings of thy blood, 
« Jesus, nor shall it ere remove. 


“Should worlds conspire to drive me thence, 
“« Moveless and firm this heart should lie: 

“« Resolved, for that’s my last defence, 

“Tf I must perish, there to die,” 


Her supports were eminent, and as her 
sufferings increased, she repeated with 
composure the following verse :— 

“Though painful at present,” &c, 
Her enjoyments were great—the Bible 


was precious to her---she derived much 
consolationfrom Rom.viii. 28, Psalm xxxiv, 


and from the 14th chapter of the Gospel 


by John, And when meditating on re- 
deeming love, she exclaimed, with rapture, 


*©O for this love, let rocks and hills,” &e. 


Her frames varied, but her peace was 
unbroken---when her mind was beclouded, 
in the exercise of faith, she would say, 


‘‘ Beneath his smiles my heart has lived, 

“© And part of heaven possessed ; 

‘J praise his name for grace received, 

“ And trust him for the rest.” 

Her departure was triumphant---she 
was not only delivered from the fear of 
death, but she was filled with joy, and 
peace in believing; in her last moments 
she repeated, with heavenly tranquillity, 
the following verses : 


“Fearless of hell, and ghastly death,” &e. 
“It is religion that can give,” &c. 


‘‘ Jesus can make a dying bed,” &c. 


Her last words were, ‘‘O! the pain! 
the bliss of dying.” Her end was peace. 
She died on 23d of February last, and was 
buried on the Ist of March, in the Ne- 
cropolis Low Hill, Liverpool. Her pastor 
improved her death the following Lord’s 
day from John xiv. 27, ‘‘Peace I leave 
with you, my peace I give unto you. Let 
not your heart be troubled, neither let it 
be afraid.” 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


THE CORONATION. 


William the IV. and Adelaide his Royal 
Consort, were crowned King and Queen 
of these Realms at Westminster Abbey, 
on Thursday, Sept. 8th, 1831. 

THE OATH. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, advancing 
to the King, whose head was uncovered, 


said, “ Sir, is your Majesty willing to take 
the oath usually taken by your predecessors ?” 

To which the King answered—“ J am 
willing.” 

Archbishop— ‘ Will you solemnly promise 
and swear to govern the people of this king- 
dom of Great Britain, and the dominions 
thereunto belonging, according to the statutes 
in Parliament agreed on, and the respective 
laws and customs of the same?” 
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King—“ I solemnly promise so to do.” 

Archbishop---** Will you, to the utmost of 
your power, cause law and justice in mercy to 
be executed in all your judgments.” 

King---“ I will.” 

Archbishop---‘ Will you, to the utmost of 
your power, maintain the laws of God, the 
true profession of the Gospel, and the Protes- 
tant Reformed Religion established by law? 
And will you maintain and preserve inviolate, 
the settlement of the church of England, and 
the doctrine, worship, discipline, and govern- 
ment thereof as by law established, within 
the kingdom of England, Ireland, the do- 
minion of Wales, Town of Berwick-upon- 
Tweed, and the territories thereunto belonging 
before the union of the two kingdoms, and 
will you preserve unto the Bishops and Clergy 
of England, and to the churches committed 
to their charge, all such rights and privileges 
as by law do or shall appertain unto them, or 
any of them?” 

King---“ All this I promise to do.” 

The King then arose from his Chair of State, 
and, attended by his supporters and the Deputy 
Lord Great Chamberlain, went uncovered to 
the altar, where, kneeling upon the cushion 
laid on the steps, and placing his hand on the 
Holy Gospels, his Majesty took the oath, 
saying, “ The things which I have heretofore 
promised, I will perform and keep, so help 
me God,” and added thereto his Royal Sign 
Manual.---Morn. Chron. 


At the dinner by which the ceremonial 
was succeeded, the King observed, that 
“ the day had afforded him satisfaction ; 
‘sbut that he did not at all agree with 
“those who had considered the ceremony 
“as indispensable, for that the contract 
“between the prince and the people 
‘s was as binding on his mind before ; 
“that no member of the house of Han- 
‘over could forget the conditions on 
“which ke held the crown,” and His 
Majesty repeated, striking the table 
with energy, that “he was not a whit 
“ more desirous now, than before taking 


“the oath, to watch over the liberties | 


“ and promote the welfare of his people.” 
— Times. 


His Majesty was born August 21, 1765, 
and isnow in the 67th year of his age: 
his Royal Consort (Adelaide) was born 
August 13, 1792, and is nowin her 40th 
year, --May their reign be long, peaceful, 
and prosperous, over a free, a loyal, and 
a happy people. 


THE REFORM BILL. 


The Reform Bill was read a THIRD 
TIME in the House of Commons on 
Wednesday, September 2Ist, after a warm 
and protracted discussion, which closed at 
five o’cluck in the morning, when the result 
was, 

For the question “that this bill do 

NOW, Pass; y sockets Saisie OP ene CL 
VAG AINSE IL civics ate clersta eet 1M ctekeforaye 
Majority in favour of the Bill...... 109 


Voted en this occasion (including 


four Lellers) tovestea ciel sie7s cccecs O80 
Eleven pairs: Setw.ccs. sei. aielaleletor= mnie, 
Absent from sickness.....-....+--- 40 
Vacant boroughs..... Heecosose goa il 
Speaker’ « 5i2)0.0% oe s.0c10/tteteraiersisie cielo at kL 


cevecceeee 658 

The bill has been presented to the 
House of Lords, and is to be read a second 
time in that illustrious assembly on the 
Ist Monday in October. As the King,and 
the Commons, which represents the peo- 
ple, have unequivocally declared their 
judgment on the measure, the nation now 
waits, with intense anxiety, to learn that 
of the only remaining branch of our triple 
government, May its decision be as wise 
as it will be important. 


Total number 


TWELVE REASONS 

Why a Dissenter should not contribute by 
rates and tythes, or in any other way, towards 
the support of a national church: 

1. Because the cause of God and truth 
ought to be supported by the voluntary con- 
tributions of its adherents, and is disgraced 
when compulsory measures are adopted ;—2. 
Because it is compelling Dissenters to support 
a system which they conscientiously view as 
unscriptural ;—3. Because Dissenters derive 
no commensurate advantage in return from 
the church;—4. Because Dissenters bear all 
the expenses connected with their places of 
worship, without asking or receiving any aid 
from the church; —5. Because there is 
nothing more fair, equitable, and unobjection= 
able, than that every denomination of pro- 
fessing Christians should meet its own ex- 
penditure ;—6. Because the church has re- 
sources in herself amply sufficient to defray 
all her pecuniary engagements ;—'7. Because 
it is taking from Dissenteys an amount which 
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they might much more profitably employ in 
the cause of Christian philanthropy ;—8. 
Because it is an infringement of religious 
Kiberty, and in direct violation of the divine 
mandate, ‘ As ye would that men should do 
to you, do ye also to them likewise.” How 
would churchmen approve a compulsory tax 
for the support of dissenting places of wor- 
ship ?—9. Because the remission of this claim 
by churchmen would efface one foul blot 
which now attaches to the establishment ;--- 
20. Because many churchmen see the im- 
policy and injustice of thus taxing Dissenters, 
and are prepared to concede the point ;—11. 
Because Dissenters now equal, if they do not 
exceed in number, churchmen;—12. Because 
on no principle of honour, justice, or honesty, 
can the exaction be defended, and, therefore, 
reform here must ensue. On a moderate 
calculation, the washing of surplices costs 
this nation, annually, upwards of 13,0001. 
A considerable proportion of this amount is 
exacted from Dissenters. Might not the 
whole be much more beneficially appropriated ? 
There are probably in England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, not including the Roman Ca- 
tholics, not less than 8,000 congregations of 
Dissenters; which build their own places of 
worship; which sustain their own ministers ; 
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which support their own colleges, to the 
number of nearly 20; which conduct the 
tuition of perhaps 7,000 Sunday-schools ; 
and which expend nearly 150,0002. in sup- 
port of foreign missions.--- World. 


BIBLE SOCIETY. 


We have been much gratified in learning, 
on authority upon which our readers may 
depend, that the highly respectable and 
amiable clergyman, who seconded the motion 
of the Rey. L. Foot, at the last anniversary 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society, as 
also his excellent brother, have declared their 
regret for the part they have taken in op- 
posing the existing constitntion of that Society, 
and their determination to use every means in 
their power to counteract the evil which the 
influence of their high name and character 
may have occasioned. 

We allude to the Hon. and Rey. Gerard 
Noel and the Hon. and Rey, Baptist Noel, 
whose ingenuous and noble conduct on this 
occasion, we trust, may find willing imitators 
among the misguided men who have ranked 
themselyes under the banner of Captain 
Gordon, in his late crusade against that noble 
Institution.--- Christian Advocate. 


INTELLIGENCE, &c. 


FOREIGN. 


RELIGIOUS TRACTS IN FRANCE. 
Tue effect of the late revolution in France 
on the operations of religious charitable 
societies, as was anticipated, is highly 
favourable, Mr. Henry Lutteroth, Se- 
cretary of the Paris Tract Society, ina 
communication to the American Tract 
Society, says: 

“The operations of our Society have been 
greatly extended since our late revolution. 
We have distributed this year more than 
430,000 tracts, which. is about 200,000 
copies more than the preceding year, and 
which increases our total distributions to 
nearly 1,700,000 tracts. This amount is 
small compared with what is done in Ame- 
rica and in England; but it is immense, if 
you reflect on the smallness of our means 
and the difficulties we meet in a country 


where it is scarcely twelve years since opera- 
tions of this kind began to engage attention, 
and where every thing was to be, as it were, 
created. We had no Bibles, nor modern 
religious books of a decisive religious tenden- 
cy, nor schools, nor even active and zealous 
christians, who made the advancement of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom their first object. 

At present the aspect of Protestant France 
is very much changed, and although the mass 
of Catholic France are far from being made 
attentive to the truth, yet many manifest a 
desire to know some other doctrine more in 
harmony with the want of souls. The im- 
pious efforts of the Saint-Simonians are not 
Without usefulness in this sense; for they 
draw men from that state of religious insensi- 
bility into which they had fallen, and they 
excite that spirit of inquiry so necessary to 
the progress of the Gospel, which we hope 
will be engrafted in many, upon the wild and 
fruitless tree which these new adversaries of 
christianity are planting. We have deemed 
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‘ourselves called on, in these circumstances, to 
print tracts peculiarly adapted to the most 
learned classes, particularly those showing the 
proofs, external and internal, of the authen- 
ticity of the Gospel. Such is the character 
of our last publications. Our tracts are not 
entering upon subjects of controversy among 
the true disciples of Christ, we distribute 
them among the population generally. We 
are even aided in our distribution by some 
catholics, In general, however, our zealous 
and active auxiliaries are to be found among 
protestants ; and we ought to say, with gra- 
titude, that the facilities for the diffusion of 
tracts increase daily. We continually find 
new helpers, and believe we shall soon have 
some in every department of France, inhabit- 
ed by thirty-two millions of souls! to whom, 
were not our means so limited, we should 
easily have an access, by the creation of 
depots, and sending them our publications. 
The generous gift that was made to us lately 
by the Tract Society in Boston, has already 
enabled us to give, in some departments, 
more extension to our labors; and if our 
brethren were to come to our assistance, as 
they did some years ago, we might be able to 
cultivate another spot of that immense field 
which we have under our eye. You give us 
that hope, and we should be happy to see it 
realized. 


——— 


DOMESTIC. 


Mecent Death. 


On Thursday, September 8th, the Rey. 
Robert Skilliter, of Great Gransden, Hunt- 
ingdonshire, after a long and severe affliction, 
was released from suffering and entered into 
rest. He commenced his probationary la- 
bours at Gransden, January, 1'797—-was or- 
dained to the pastoral office, May,1798.—He 
died in the 57th year of his age. His remains 
were buried in the Meeting-house, Monday, 
September 12th, on which occasion the Rey. 
T. Middleditch, of Biggleswade, preached the 
funeral discourse from Isa. x]. 6---8. The de- 
votional services were conducted by the Rev. 
Enoch Manning, of Gamlingay, and the Rey. 
Mr. Oats. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL JUBILEE. 
In a paper issued by the Committee of the 
‘Sunday School Union, it is stated, that 
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‘Sunday Schools took the lead in the efforts 
of modern Christian charity: they were 
established about the end of the year 1781, 
and have continued to the present time with 
increasing prosperity. The fiftieth year of 
these important institutions is a period 
adapted to call the past to remembrance, and 
also to excite gratitude to that God who 
taught his servant Raikes to devise the plan, 
who animated his successors to prosecnte it 
with zeal, and who has largely blessed 
their gratuitous labors. It is also an era 
from which fresh efforts should be made to 
extend, improve, and perpetuate the Sunday 
School system.” 

The precise date of the formation of the 
first school not being ascertained, the birth- 
day of the benevolent founder was fixed upon 
as the most eligible period. Accordingly on 
Wednesday, the 14th September, being the 
fiftieth anniversary, most of the children at- 
tached to Sunday Schools in the metropolis, 
and we believe throughout the kingdom, 
were assembled and addressed by their re- 
spective pastors---or, where several schools 
were united,—by some worthy Minister ap- 
pointed for the occasion. After which they 
were plentifully supplied with the old English 
fare of roast beef and plum pudding. The 
principal meeting, however, for the western 
district, took place at Exeter Hall. A few 
minutes after ten o'clock every part of the 
large room was crowded to excess, and several 
schools beig excluded from the want of 
space, the lower room was opened, but that 
was also found inadequate to furnish the 
requisite accommodation, and the remainder 
of the children were conducted to Orange- 
street chapel. It is impossible to convey an 
adequate idea of the interesting aspect which 
the children presented when viewed from 
the platform in the large room. Every 
countenance was cheerful, every eye beamed 
with gladness, and a general feeling of so- 
lemnity pervaded the vast assemblage. At 
half-past ten, the religious services commenced 
by the children singing a hymn, composed 
for the occasion by Mrs. Gilbert. The Rey. 
Dr. Winter then offered up a very impressive 
prayer, in which he earnestly invoked the 
Divine blessing on this embryo of the future 
church; at the conclusion of which a pe- 
culiarly appropriate address was delivered by 
the Rey. Dr. Morrison, Trevor chapel, 
Brompton, founded upon the 4th verse of the 
3d chapter of Jeremiah---“ Wilt thou not 
from this time ery unto me, My Father, 
thou art the guide of my youth?” The rev. 
doctor particularly dwelt upon God’s amaz. 
ing condescension; his earnest call; his near 
relation; his kind and generous offer to the 
voung; and his urgent and immediate claims 
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that of William Fox, to the record. Ac- 
cording to astronomers there are double stars 
in the heavens—two seem as one from their 
approximation, distinct and yet united—and 
thus may Robert Raikes, the founder of the 
system, and William Fox, the founder of the 
Society, be viewed and celebrated as a double 
star in the moral firmament, enlightening and 
leading the way to Sunday-school institutions. 
I must ask then of history to correct his line, 
and inscribe on his tablet at orice the names 
of Raikes and Fox; then add, that the meet~- 
ing of this night, of teachers and promoters 
of Sunday-schools, has given a new impulse 
to these institutions, while it has tended to 
elevate the motive, and that they are adapted 
to Jead the present, as well as future, gene~ 
rations, to piety, glory, and immortality. 
But while History is filling the tablet with 
his words, I see Poetry adorning it with her 
unfading flowers ; and I call upon her still to 
wreathe her sweet scented garland in fresh 
supplies to border and adornit. There, too, 
I observe, and above all, Religion bending 
over to witness and approve the memorial ; 
but earnestly and successfully requesting to 
take the pen from History’s hand, and sub- 
scribe her own language as the closing lines 
upon the fiftieth page. ‘Not unto us, O 
Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give 


1» 


glory ! 


upon them. Another hymn, composed by 
Mr. Montgomery, was sung; and the ser- 
vices were then closed by prayer. 

In the evening, the teachers in connexion 
with the Union, and other friends to Sabbath- 
schools, assembled in Exeter-hall, to the 
number of 3,000; Lord Henley in the chair. 
This large room was crowded almost to suffo- 
cation, and considerable interruption was oc- 
casioned in the early part of the evening, by 
the fainting of females, and the efforts made 
to obtain even standing room. 

Mr. Lloyd, the zealous and disinterested 
secretary of the Sunday-school Union, read 
an address suited to the occasion, detailing 
the measures adopted by the committee, and 
stating the objects contemplated in the ser- 
vices of the day: it mentioned that 1,000J. 
had been already received. At the close of 
the address, Mr. L. informed the meeting, | 
that he had recently received an American 
paper, connected with Sunday-schools, which 
announced that the friends of Sabbath-school 
instruction in the United States had resolved 
on keeping that day (the 14th of September ) 
as a jubilee, in common with their fellow- 
labourers in Great Britain. 

We regret that we are unable, for want of 
space, to present our readers with extracts 
from the several animating addresses delivered 
on this accasion by the Rev. Messrs. Black- 
burn, Burnet, Morrison, Bingham, Drew, 
and others. In a personification introduced 
at the close of his speech, Dr. Cox has in- 
geniously recorded, the design of the meeting, 
the growth of the Society, and the claims of 
another illustrious individual, whose name 
is entitled to a place in the memorials of 
gratitude, and ought never to be omitted in 
the annals of Sunday-school celebrations. 


BAPTISM OF AN INDEPENDENT MINISTER. 


On the 20th of April, 1831, the Rey. 
Joseph Redmayne, Independant Minister, 
Bishop Aukland, Durham, was_ baptised 
along with the Deacon and one of the mem- 
bers of the Church of which he was the pas- 
tor, in the River Gaunless, by the Rey. 
David Douglas, of Hamsterleigh. Mr. Red- 
mayne stated the reasons of the change that 
had taken place in his sentiments. Mr. 
Douglas also spake on the occasion, and like- 
wise Mr Thomson of Wolsingham. There 
were present between two and three hundred 
persons, who conducted themselves, on the 
whole, with becoming decency. 


“* Methinks I see the hoary headed genius of 
history standing at the door and looking over 
this immense assembly, and, while witnessing 
the procedings of the evening, preparing his 
tablet for the reading of a far distant pos- 
terity; and what shall we direct him to 
write? Let him take down from our lips this 
inscription :---On the 14th of September, 
1831, the different Sunday-schools of Britain, 
increased within fifty years from a trifling 
unit to ten thousand schools, one hundred 
thousand teachers, and upwards of one million 
children, met in their respective places, and 
with accordant feelings, and especially in 
thousands in this hall, without pomp, or 
parade, or show, with pious gratitude, to 
commemorate the fiftieth year of the establish- 
ment of Sunday-school instruction, by Robert 
Raikes, of Gloucester. But here I must 
pause and ask the addition of another name, 
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ASSOCIATIONS. 


THE SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE UNION. 


On Tuesday, August 30th, the annual - 
meeting of the South Staffordshire Union, or 
Mining District Association, was held at the 
Darkhouse Chapel Coseley. The Rev. J. 
Morgan, of Birmingham, preached in the 
afternoon from Mark ix. 49, 50, immediately 
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after which the business of the Union was 
transacted. 

The Treasurer, F. Deakin, Esq. of Bir- 
mingham, in the chair. The object of this 
Union, which comprises about twelve churches 
in the district, is to assist in supporting the 
ministry at important and populous stations 
within its boundaries. Some of the ministers, 
thus assisted, have had grants to the extent 
of twenty pounds annually, and others in 
proportion to their necessities. It was re- 
solved that an appeal be made to the churches 
within the district, for renewed exertion. — It 
is hoped that such an appeal will not be made 
in vain. The late secretary having removed 
to another part of the kingdom, the Rey. C. 
Thompson of the Darkhouse Chapel was ap- 
pointed to that office. F. Deakin, Esq. to 
continue Treasurer. The next quarterly 
meeting to be held at Willenhall. 

In the evening a public meeting of the 
Darkhouse Christian Instruction Visiting 
Society was held. From the report it ap- 
peared that about forty friends, connected 
with that place, are engaged as visitors; and 
that 528 families have been visited. Some 
striking instances of usefulness were reported. 
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ORDINATIONS, &c. 


HULL. 


On Tuesday, Sept. 13th, Charles Daniell, 
late of Bristol Academy, was ordained to the 
pastoral office, in the Church of Christ, as- 
sembling at George Street Chapel, Hull. Rev. 
James Coultart, from Jamaica, commenced 
the services of the day, by reading the Scrip- 
tures and prayer. Rey. Robert Harness, of 
Bridlington, in an introductory discourse, 
described the nature of a christian church. 
Rev. James Mc.Pherson proposed the usual 
questions. Rev. Joseph Fox (Independent) 
offered the ordination prayer. Rev. Eustace 
Carey addressed the minister, from Luke xvii. 
7—I11; and the Rev. J. Hithersay, of Hun- 
mauby, presented the concluding prayer. 

In the evening the Rey. T. Hicks, of Cot- 
tingham, (Independent) read and prayed, 
and the Rev. Isaac Mann, A.M. of London, 
addressed the church and congregation from 
Rom xv. 32. 

At these services more than twenty minis- 
ters of different denominations were present, 
much interest appeared to be excited, and 
hopes were fondly entertained that God would 
graciously continue to smile upon his services 
and to establish the work of their hands upo 
them, 
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MAIDSTONE, KENT. 


On 28th August, 18th, 1831, a Particu- 
lar Baptist Church was formed at Maidstone, 
in Kent, on strict communion principles. 
The origin of the formation of this church 
was a second secession from the original Bap- 
tist Church in that town, both which seces- 
sions took their rise from disputes occasioned 
by the introduction of the subject of mixed 
communion. Those who first withdrew 
principally attached themselves to another 
church in the neighboured. Those of the 
second secession, however, formed a distinct 
body, and frequently met together to seek 
divine direction, as to what should be their 
future course. A chapel has subsequently 
been erected by one of their number, capable 
of accommodating nearly 400 persons, which 
was opened, June 26th, by the Rev. Messrs. 
Ivimey, of London, and Rogers, of Eynsford. 
It is remarkably well attended, considering 
the recent date of its erection, and there are 
pleasing prospects of its future prosperity. 
The number of members present at its for- 
mation was nineteen. All seemed grateful to 
God for his mercy in thus enabling them to 
unite in peace and affection, for the purpose 
of promoting the glory of their common 
Lord, and all have expressed a determination 
to cultivate the kindest regards to the church 
from which they have felt it their duty to 
withdraw. They have already offered to 
pledge themselves to provide a comfortable 
subsistance for a pastor, as soon as one shall 
be found able and willing to take the over- 
sight of them in the Lord. The pulpit has 
been hitherto chiefly supplied by students 
from Stepney Academy. 


DARLINGTON, DURHAM. 


On the Ist of September, 1831, a small 
Baptist Church of about twenty members 
was formed in Darlingten, Durham; and 
Mr. William Lightfoot and Mr. William 
Heron were recognized as ministers of the 
Word among them. Mr. Douglas, of Hamster- 
leigh, stated the nature of a Christian Church, 
from John xviii. 36. Mr. Sampie, of New- 
castle, commended the ministers by solemn 
prayer to God, and to the word of his grace. 
Mr. Leng, of Stockton, addressed the minis- 
ters, from 2 Tim. iv. 5. Mr. Redmayne, 
of Bishop Auckland, addressed the church, 
from Phil. i. 27; and Mr. Tapscot, of 
Bradford Academy, preached in the evening, 
from Uol, i. 28. 
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NOTICE. 


The thirteenth anniversary of the Bristol 
Auxiliary Baptist Missionary Society will be 
held on Tuesday the 25th of October and 
following days. The Rey. Samuel Saunders, 
of Liverpool, the Rev. John Dyer, the Rey. 
Eustace Carey, and other ministers are ex- 
pected. 


—— 


REV. J. JONES’S BEREAVED FAMILY. 


We are requested to add the following sub- 
scriptions—kindly contributed to the above de- 
serving case—to those announced in our Num- 
ber for August, p. 340; and also to state, that, 
besides the names mentioned in a former 
Number, subscriptions will be received at the 
banking-house of Messrs. Whitmore, Wells, 
and Whitmore, 24, Lombard Street, where 
the sums raised are deposited. 
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New Publications. 


| Mr. G. Dean - - 01080 
Rey. Dr. Newman = 010 0 
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By the Rev. J. Dyer. 
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Female Friend. - é 010 0 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS, 


Just Published. 


Recognition in the World to Come, or 
Christian Friendship on Earth perpetuated 
in Heaven. By C. R. Musron, A.M, Second 


edition, 12mo. 


Hymns and Evangelical Songs for the 
Ose of Sunday Schools. By Joun But- 
MER. I8mo. 


Religion Every Thing, or Nothing; or 
no Middle State between that of a Child of 
God and a Child of Satan ; wherein many 
popular Errors are exposed, and the whole 
Nature of Regeneration fully laid open and 
established on the Basis of Scripture. 


Robinson's Celebrated Lecture on Non- 
conformity, in which the futility of the State 
Religion is fully Demonstrated. A new 


0 | edition. 


Memoirs, Correspondence, and Poetical 
Remains of Jane Taylor. A new edition, 
12mo. 


A Voice from the Church: being an 
Inquiry into the defects of our Episcopal, 
Cathedral, Parochial, and University Sys- 
tems ; and the amount and misappropriation 
of the Revenues, with the necessary Reme- 
dies. By the Rev. Joun Wray, Vicar of 
Bardney, near Lincoln. In Monthly Num- 
bers. Simpkin and Marshall. 


Memoirs of Miss Spreckley, late of Mel- 
ton. Mowbray, chiefly compiled from her 
Diary and Letters. By R. Woourrton. 


A Call on Professing Christians to 
Temperance. By the ev. Austiy 


Dickinson, A.M. 
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Some of the zealous friends of the Baptist Irish Society have expressed their fears 
test the extraordinary efforts which have been made by many of our congregations 
to relieve the distress occasioned by famine in the schools in Mayo (a history of 
which is given as an Appendix to the Seventeenth Annual Report) should. prove 
injurious to the Fund for the general purposes of the Institution. It is very true, 
that that subject, since the annual meeting, has absorbed every other consideration, 
but the Committee entertain no fears, notwithstanding the Treasurer has not enough 
to meet the expenditure of the quarter ending with the present month, but what 
the Divine care, in providing the requisite supplies, will still be manifested. Those 
excellent persons who have so cheerfully and liberally contributed for relieving 
the starving children, will not, they are persuaded, suffer the schools to fail for 
want of their future support. ; 

The Rev. Stephen Davis, of Clonmel, has been requested to visit Scotland in 
the month of October, to solicit aid in behalf of the Society. A visit to their most 
hearty friends in the North, who so well appreciate the advantages of scriptural 
education, has been made every other year from the commencement of the 
institution; and never without every expression of approbation having been 
received. They have, therefore, no doubt, but what the Society’s agent will experience 
the’ same degree of favour upon the present occasion as he has received on his 


former visits. 


The following letters are from Scripture Irish readers :— 


To the Rev. J. Wilson of Sligo. 
Coolany, 13th August, 1831. 


Rev. Sir, 

I. have the gratification of informing you, 
that. during the last month, the Lord has 
been pleased to give me a wider scope, and 
an additional, though unexpected way of 
access to talk more freely to the people.— 
Major O‘H., a humane gentleman, feeling 
for the distress of the poor around him, 
bought a quantity of wool to have spun and 
give them employment, and begged that I 
would weigh and serve out to each indi- 
vidual her week's work, and also, on return- 
ing the yarn, to pay each for her week’s 
work in meal: this I did, and found it to be 
a pleasing task, as it gave me the aforesaid 
opportunity of reading for, and speaking to 
some with whom I have not had so much 
intercourse before. Some seemed to hear with 
much attention ; and, in the depth of their 
distress, appeared to have derived comfort 
from the consoling truths of the Gospel. I 
have seen the tears flow from some while I 
read of the Saviour’s love to sinners. Upon 
hearing that he died so freely for the worst of 
characters, their feelings were moved, and I 
did what I could to inform their judgments. 
On their coming back, week after week, they, 
of their own will, would often renew the sub- 
ject, and rehearse their views and meditations 


onit, hope the kind or friendly intimacy 


formed with them will be, in future, a new 
ground of being admitted into their houses, 
where they may, with the blessing of the 
Lord, hear the glad tidings with Jess care or 
interruption from the appearance or reality 
of famine or distress. I have had a good 
deal of satisfaction in talking to a weaver 
who got some of the work to do; he has read 
a good part of the New Testament, by which 
he has discovered much of the errors of 
Popery ; he generally came earlier than the 
rest, in order to have more time for conver- 
sation. I always took care to attend and ex- 
plain, as well as I could, the truths in which 
his eternal salvation was involved. He still 
continues to visit me, and also seems to derive 
benefit from the word. I purpose, by the 
blessing of the Lord, to cherish our intimacy, 
return his visits, and water the seed sown. 

I have been several times invited to the 
place where my Bible was abused: I accepted 
the kind invitations, and made no remarks on 
the past. I was civilly received by all the 
family except the lodger up stairs; he shewed 
some sullenness. The owner of the house and 
his servant came to help me part of a day, 
(I believe to prove there was no prejudice on 
his part.) It has become since a place of meet- 
ing for me and others as usual. I hope, and 
earnestly pray, that the Lord of his tender 
merey, may bless his own word to those 
who hear it. Amen. 

Parr SwEEeny. 


RR 
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Templehouse, August 12th, 1831. 
Rey. Sir, 

In the course of the past month I have had 
abundant cause of thankfulness for numerous 
opportunities of recommending the truth to 
many who were ignorant and out of the way, 
whilst every day’s experience teaches the ne- 
cessity of imploring the divine blessing on 
onr labours, for Paul may plant and Apollos 
water, but it is God that giveth the increase. 

On Sabbath days I have been employed in 
forming reading classes and in attending to 
some already formed: these read the Scriptures 
and answer questions. I mention the follow- 
ing as a pleasing specimen of this exercise. 
On Sunday the 25th, a young lad who was 
brought up a Roman Catholic, read Matthew 
vil. 13, 14, “Enter ye in at the strait gate, 
for wide is the gate and broad is the way that 
leadeth to destruction, and many there be 
which go in thereat; because strait is the 
gate and narrow is the way which leadeth 
unto life, and few there be that find it.” I 
asked, Where does this narrow way lead to? 
he answered, ‘* To heaven.” Why is the way 
to heaven called a narrow way? he answered, 
* Because there is no way or path leading to it 
but one, that is Christ ;” in proof of this he 
quoted John xiy. 6, “Iam the way, and the 
truth, and the life, no man cometh unto the 
Father but by me;” then he was asked, 
Why is the way to destruction called a broad 
way? he answered, “ Because all kinds of 
unbelievers haye room enough in it to run 
each his own way to destruction,” &c. 

A man named T. Gunning, who travels 
much, came and lodged in this neighbourhood, 
he carried books with him in defence of the 
Roman Catholic doctrine. Some of these he 
lent among the people; I went to the house 
where he lodged, and after some conversation 
he told me that the Roman Catholic is the 
true church, that all others are heretics. 
I told him that the church at Rome in the 
days of the apostles was a true church, and 
as such was approved of by St. Paul, but that 
since that time those called Roman Catholics 
have fallen into many errors, in faith and 
practice, which were unknown in the apostle’s 
days. He said that the church could not 
err: I then read the third and fourth chap- 
ters of 1 Timothy, and pointed out to him that 
the third chapter shews what kind of charac- 
ters those who preside in the church ought 
to be; that in the fourth it is expressly fore- 
told by the Spirit of God that there would 
be a departure from the faith, and that there 
ave certain signs given which apply to none 
but the Church of Rome. He endeavoured to 
evade this but could not. I then told him, 
that praying to saints and augels, and praying 
for the dead, were never heard of among the 
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the churches of the saints: he seemed greatly 
staggered in mind on this subject, and so we 
parted for that day. 

About a week after that time he called on 
me again, having a book with him in which 
the doctrine of praying to the saints was de- 
fended, partly from the Old Testament, partly 
from the Apocrypha, and partly from the 
New Testament: I read over all the passages 
of Scripture quoted in favour of it, and shewed 
that they were misapplied. I told him that if 
the apostle Paul had been of the same mind with 
the author of the Apocryphal book, he would 
have said something plainly on the subject. I 
then shewed several passages where the apostle 
requested his brethren to pray for him. And 
in particular Ephes. vi. 18, “ Praying always 
with all prayer and supplication in the spirit, 
and watching thereunto with all perseverance 
and supplication for all saints.” This passage 
seemed to get the better of his prejudices and 
he parted with me in a very affectionate 
manner. 

Rosy. Beaty. 


Hollybrook, 12th August, 1831, 


Rev. Sir, 

As the sole object of the Society was to en- 
deavour to extend the light of the glorious 
Gospel to the poor Papists, who, it may 
be surely said, “ Sat in the regions of the 
shadow of death:” and as that mystery of 
iniquity, in all its bearings, is incomprehen- 
sible, particularly at this present period. 
When it is prevailing in every direction 
in this kingdom, through having, I may 
say, a strong hand to support it, it will 
and must, notwithstanding, be consumed 
with ‘ the spirit of Christ’s mouth.” 
After my last journal I was determined to go 
to the barony of Tyrera, but being pressed by 
Mr. F. to go to his place, I went very much 
against my inclination, which I hope was provi- 
dentially ordered. 1 have to make these remarks 
purposely to shew, that what was done five, 
ten, or fifteen years ago, you will, as I have, 
the consolation to know that the seed sown, 
though not immediately, perhaps, but when 
least expected, will have the desired effect. I 
certify that in the baronies of Liney-coran, 
Coolavin, Boyle, Tyrera, and Gallen, by read- 
iag and conversation the impression is stronger 
on their minds than it was at that time; and 
from all those various places I haye pressing 
invitations to go once more to see them; but 
though it is my heart’s desire, my constitu- 
tion will not permit. In April last I men- 
tioned that, at that time, where a daughter of 
mine lived, Icalled occasionally, and at all 
times I had a crowd of every description of 
old neighbours and their children ; and as it 
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is written, “ faith cometh by hearing,” they 
at all times heard, though, at times, not agree- 


ing. Nevertheless, they always begged I 
would go often. W. Moore. 
Kilinumery, 28th June, 1831. 


Rev. Sir, 

Since the date of my last letter, I em- 
braced every opportunity in reading and ex- 
plaining the Scriptures to my neighbours. 
Meeting with an old man one day, and after 
some conversation, he says, ‘‘ Can you let me 
know which is the oldest religion?” being 
well pleased to hear him make such inquiry 
on the subject, I asked him, ‘ Did he know 
what religion was ?” he said, *“* All he knew 
about it, was going to church or mass, for,” 
said he, “ the priest never told him what 
religion was ; only pay him his dues and say 
no mere about it.” In order to convince 
him of that mistaken notion, I told him that 
he must seek for religion in a more pure 
channel than that of going to mass, and com- 
mencing with an early period of the Serip- 
tures, and shewing him how Noah and his 
family was saved for his pure religion, and 
how Lot was brought out of Sodom by three 
angels for his religion, and how Moses pre- 
ferred religion before the honours of Egypt, 
and how the three Hebrews escaped the 
fiery furnace, and how Daniel escaped the 
fury of the lions and was saved, and leading 
him on from step to step until I brought him 
to the conversion of St. Paul, and letting him 
know that he must seek for pure religion 
through the blood of a crucified Saviour; it 
is then he will be able to understand what is 
the pure and oldest religion. After explaining 
diferent parts of the Scriptures to him, and 
shewing him the mistaken way he spent his 
lifetime, and that he must cast off that veil 
of darkness and believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ and be saved; he being much con- 
founded at these words, and turning round to 
me, he says, ‘Oh! how have I spent my 
lifetime, now my head is grey, and near 
seventy years of age, and I never knew what 
religion was before.” I then referred to the 
sixth chapter of St. John, and shewed him 
thut the Redeemer came not to call the 
righteous but sinners to repentance, and all 
that will come to him he will in no wise 
cast out. 

On the 15th of May, I went to the house 
of a widow woman, who was in a bad state 
of health ; there was a number of people as- 
sembled, and no life expected for her. After 
some time I introduced some texts of Serip- 
ture, which they all seemed well pleased at, 
and also the sick woman took great delight 
in hearing the Scriptures explained to her, 
After some time, she says, “ I thank you, Sir, 
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for your good conversation, it gives me great 
courage to hear the glad tidings of the 
Gospel.” I then explained part of the eleventh 
chapter of St. John to her, and the twenty 
fifth verse, where he says, ‘ I am the 
resurrection and the life, he that believeth in 
me though he were dead yet shall he live.” 
Sanpy RurLepce. 


Sligo, August 14th, 1831. 
Rev. Sir, 

Tt has been for some few years past my ardent 
desire and earnest prayer to Almighty God, 
to be under the immediate auspices of a society 
whose only object would be the spiritual wel- 
fare of men, and though the tidings of my 
dismissal from my former situation, (as might 
naturally be supposed) would be the source 
of uneasiness to a man circumstanced as I 
then had been, yet anticipations of good, still 
preponderated my chequered thoughts, that 
were not aspiring, nor yet despairing, and I 
thank God I was often enabled to say, “ Why 
art thou cast down my soul, why art thou 
disquieted within me.” And I feel deeply 
impressed with a sense of gratitude to Al- 
mighty God for answering my humble peti- 
tions, so that I now can givesome intelligence 
of my humble labours to the denomination 
for whom I had a predilection. 

The Lord’s day after I handed you my last, 
I was called on by a man named Costillo, to 
visit his wife, whom the Lord afflicted in a 
strange manner with an erysipelas on the 
face. When I entered the house it was thronged 
by old and young of both sexes, who came to 
witness the wonderful works of God, as dis- 
played in the visage of one who, eight days 
before, was white and ruddy, but then black 
and putrified, and which bore but a faint 
semblance to the human. After shewing the 
absurdity of charms, as I understood they xe- 
sorted to them, on behalf of the patient, I 
endeavoured to impress on the minds of the 
people that in “the midst of life we are in 
death,” occasionally referring to such texts 
of the Word of life as shew the cause of tem- 
poral affliction and the mortality of the body. 
Still pointing to the blood of Jesus as the 
only sure Catholican for the wounds, and 
bruises, and putrifyimg sores of the soul. 
Indeed it is easier to conceive than to de-~ 
scribe or explain the feelings of the people 
at that time. No eye was dry, no heart un- 
touched; but all seemed to say unto God, 
“ How terrible art thou in thy works, through 
the greatness of thy power shall thine ene- 
mies submit themselves unto thee.” I trust 
the Lord “ touched their hearts,” and caused 
them to feel the importance of his own 
word. 

The same day I met Collins, whom I men- 
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tioned in my last; he immediately entered 
into a conversation with me, and opened a 
controversial subject, deducing, from Matthew 
xvi. 18, arguments to prove the infallibility 
of the Church of Rome. ‘‘ Did not,” said he, 
“ Christ build his church on Peter?” No,” 
then you deny your own Testament 
to be true, for it is written fon this rock 
I build my church.’” — “ Now, Sir,” said I, 
“who did John mean when he said, ‘ Tus is 
the disciple, &c. and we know his testimony 
is true?’?” John xxi. 24. ‘¢ He meant himself ; 
and who or what did Jesus mean when he 
said, ‘ Destroy Turis temple?” John i. 19. 
“* He meant,” said he, “ the temple of his 
own body.” Here I referred to 1 Cor. x. 4, 
to shew Christ was called a rock. ‘ Now, 
Sir,” said I, “as you have properly admitted 
that the word ris in the two former quota- 
tions, though in the third person singular, 
annexes the idea to the speaker, or first person, 
you must also in Matt. xvi. 18; and so you 
prove that* Christ himself was the rock, and 
not Peter; and so it is that your rock is not 
as our rock, yourself being the judge.” Posi- 
tively he was unable to answer it, to the asto- 
nishment of his Roman Catholic brethren who 
were present. Here, too, I strove to state 
the Gospel to the people, and J hope: it 
will prove “ the savour of life,” at least to 
some of them. SinceI came to Sligo, for 
the most part I laboured with Mr. Brennen. 
He introduced me in several places where he 
was likely to be useful, and we visited some 
more. The people listened to the Word with 
all readiness of mind. In the “Mendicity” the 
mendicants listened with pleasing attention. 
I trust that if we are permitted to renew our 
visits here some fruit of our labours will 
redound to the glory of God. When travel- 
ling through the schools, I had some conver- 
sation as I passed along. I am persuaded 
that in Liney the Word is ‘‘taking root 
downwards,” and we may reasonably expect, 
to see ere Jong, it “blossom upwards.” As 
to the schools, the attendance in many of them 
exceeded my most sanguine expectations ; and 
Tam firmly persuaded that multitudes of the 
children, taught in them, will be bright gems 
in the several crowns of the members of the 
Baptist Irish Society ‘in the day of the Lord 
Jesus.” May the Lord expand their youthful 
minds, that they may “receive the truth with 
all readiness of mind,” and “desire the sincere 
milk of the Word that they may grow 
thereby.” 


said 1: 


P. B. Grynn. 


PROCEEDING OP THE COMMITTEE. 


The Rev. James Haddow, of Ballymachon, 
County of Longford, who has been recently 


Trish Chroniele. 


baptized by Mr. M‘Carthy, applied, by letter, 
to the Committee at their last meeting, to be 
employed as an itinerant minister. After 
having ascertained from the Secretary of the 
Irish Evangelical Society, that he was a 
minister of good reputation, they engaged his 
services, and directed him to settle at Abby- 
liex, where the Society has a good chapel. 
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umes ale 
Newbold near Rugby; iY Rey. 

BE. Fall - 2 
Collection at Seen! iter ga 

mons, by Rev. Messrs. Blake- 
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A poor Widow’s gift from a one 

ing of gratitude, by Rev. 

J. Kinghorn - - = Oe Onno 
Rymouth contribution from the 

How Street Society in aid of 

Missions, by W. Prance, ly 

Treasurer - See 
Thos, Ryan, the vine Lees of 

his earnings as a tribute of gra- 

titude, for having been educated 

in the Marys Philanthropic 

School, Mount Shannon ae OURS ENG 
Part of collection at New Mull, 

Tring, by Mr. Grover =) SD Loae 
W. G. T. W. (Subs.) by do. - 1 0 O 


R. H. G. C. (Do.) by do. - 010 0 
Birmingham, Bond Street, Aux- 

iliary Society, by Mr. Wm. 

Lowe, Treasurer - =O eS 
Richard aad Esq. by Rev. 
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St. Dogmall’s, Penieaenatndd 

by Mr. Joshua M. Thomas - 1 0 0 
Sevenoaks School Ladies’ Asso- 

ciation, by Mrs. Shirley =" 59 05.0 
Mr. Harrison, by Rev. Thos. 


Shirley - - - i Kaa 1) 
Friends, by ditto - - Oras 
Friends at Down, by do. te ONO 


Subscriptions and Donations from 

the Congregation at Devonshire 

Square, by Mr. Edward Smith 7 0 9 
Devonport, by the Rev. Mr. 

Horton % . — 67 10 0 


Subscriptions received by W. Napier, 
Esq. Grand Junction Wharf; Mr. P. Mil- 
lard, Bishopsgate Street; Messrs. Burls, 
56, Lothbury ; Rev. J. Ivimey, Devonshire- 
street, Queen-square: and Rev. G. Pritch- 
ard, 4, York-place, Pentonville, gratuitous 
Secretaries ; andby Messrs. Ladbrooke and 
Co, Bankers, Bank-buildings, 


APPENDIX 


TO THE SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


BAPTIST IRISH SOCIETY. 


THE circumstances connected with the dreadful famine 
which has existed in the county of Mayo, so far as they re- 
late to the Schools of the Baptist Irish Society situated in 
that county, and parts of the county of Sligo immediately 
adjacent, have been so extraordinary, that it is thought desi- 
rable a permanent record should be preserved of them, as an 
Appendix to the Seventeenth Annual Report of the Society ; 
and be also appended to the Baptist Magazine. 

The correspondence between the Secretaries and the Rev. 
James Allen, of Ballina, on this subject, with the acknow- 
ledgment of the donations of money and clothing, which have 
been received, will make up this history. 

The controversy which unexpectedly has grown out of this 
subject, between Mr. Allen and some of the Popish Priests, 
will be noticed ; so far, at least, as is necessary for the vindi- 
cation of the character of our werthy agent, from the hasty 
and unjust censure passed respecting him by the Central 
Relief Committee at Castlebar: to the gentlemen composing 
which, the large sums confided to the care of the Relief 
Committee in Cornhill, London, were sent for distribution. 

The Committee of the Baptist Irish Society feel that they 
are Jaid under renewed obligations of gratitude, for the 
confidence which many of the Baptist congregations have 
reposed in them, by so promptly and liberally responding to 
their call for assistance; and more especially to those of other 
denominations ef christians, who contributed to their aid. 
But above all, they wish devoutly to acknowledge the divine 
providence, of which they have been the almoners, to an ex- 
tent very far beyond what they at first contemplated: they 
hoped to be enabled to supply the wants of all who were con- 


nected with their schools, but they have, in addition to these, 
s 8 
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relieved the necessities, and contributed towards saving the 
lives of thousands.—‘* Surely, from this time, it shall again 
be said, Wuat HATH Gop WROUGHT!” 


The Rev. James Allen, of Ballina, in his letter to the Secretaries 
in the month of May last, mentioned the symptoms of approaching 
famine, in the districts of his schools, This statement being re- 
peated in his next month’s communication, the Committee issued 
the following circular, in order to procure assistance for the desti- 
tute persons connected with the Society in Connaught :— 


51, Devonshire Street, Queen Square, 
“* Dear Sir, June 9th 1831. : 

“At a meeting of the Commmittee, held on Tuesday evening, June 
7th, at No. 5, Paternoster Row, Mr. Joun Penny inthe chair, a letter was 
read from the Rev. James Auten of Ballina, stating the extreme distress 
which prevailed among the Society’s Schools. These statements were con- 
firmed by the Rey. Jostan Witson of Sligo, who was present. It was in 
consequence resolyed,—‘ That the extract from Mr, Allen’s letter, and Mr. 
Wilson’s statement, should be printed, and sent to every Baptist Minister in 
London, requesting them to use their influence to makea collection as soon as 
possible, in aid of these distressed persons.’ 

‘* The whole of the schools under the superintendence of Mr. Allen amount 
to thirty-one, in which are upwards of three thousand children, and are in the 
immediate district in which this misery exists. The schoolmasters also, 
whose incomes are very small, and most of whom have families, need prompt 
and efficient help. 

“ The distress amongst Mr. Wilson’s schools, though in many cases severe, 
is not so great as in the Ballina district : it is therefore proposed to send the 
greater part of the sums subscribed to Mr. Allen. There is no doubt but this 
misery will exist, and even increase, till the potatoe harvest commences, 
which will not be for two months at least. 

‘** The Committee were happy to hear, that the congregation at Devonshire 
Square had collected last Lord’s-day evening, 14/. 18s. 10d., which they had 
resolved to place at the distribution of the Society’s ministers, They hope 

‘that this worthy example will be generally imitated. 

‘“* You are affectionately requested to read this letter, and the accompanying 
extracts, from your pulpit next Lord’s-day. What you collect, may be sent 
to the Treasurer, Wittram Napier, Esq. No, 1, Mecklenburgh Street, 
Mecklenburgh Square ; or to the Bankers, Messrs. LADBROKE, GILLMAN and 
Co. Bank Buildings, directed for the Treasurer, to be applied to the relief of 
the suffering children, their parents, and the schoolmasters, connected with 
the Baptist Irish Society. We are, dear Sir, your’s affectionately, 


JOSEPH IVIMEY, Bee ir 
GEORGE PRITCHARD, ecrelaries. 


Extract from Rey, JaMes AuLen’s Letter, dated Ballina, May 30th, 
1831. 

‘“‘ I must beg pardon for adverting again to the distress among us. In 
Rathnamagh, Croghlam, and other places, fever, arising from want, is now 
raging. I fear before the end of the season it will be general. Many 
children have been kept from the schools in consequence of this: others have 
left their homes to beg. Besides, as provision is now so high, many of the 
teachers are hard pressed. I may mention McAdam, a schoolmaster, as an 
instance, This man has, I believe, seven or eight children: there are others 
equally circumstauced. Of course, in the best of times, they have little to 
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spare; but at a time like this, they are driven to their wit’s ends. I have 
bought a ton of oatmeal to-day, to distribute among them till their salaries 
come. Of course, when they have paid for this, they will be behind hand in 
the next quarter, till their provisions come in. If you would encourage me 
to write more at large, I will; if not, we must strive to struggle on as well 
as wecan. I paid 17/. for the meal | bought to-day. I dare say it will cost 
252. per ton, in a month or five weeks. Iam, my dear Sir, your’s sincerely, 


To the Rev. Joseph Ivimey. JAMES ALLEN. 


The Rev. Jostan Wixison’s Statement. 


‘*¢ Painful as are the preceding statements, having been made a few days 
atgo, they do not fully describe the distress at the present moment, for the 
Japse of every day increases the number of the destitute. 

‘** Even two months ago, in the counties of Sligo and Leitrim, where there 
was not a complete, but only a partial failure of the crops, thousands were 
wandering about without provisions, without money, and without work, by 
which they could obtain either. 

** And this fearful state of things kas not taken place in consequence of the 
want of forethought, with which the Irish have been often charged, for, in 
general, the potatoes have not been given to the cattle, as they usually 
had been, but preserved by the people for themselves, as long as the small 
stock would supply them with two, or even one meal per day. And every 
person who could afford it, had his oats ground into meal, and stored up for 
the anticipated scarcity, by which multitudes have been preserved from pe- 
rishing by famine. 


London, June 7, 1831. JOSIAH WILSON.” 


Mr. Allen was immediately written to, and was requested to 
endeavour to bring back all the children who had left the schools. 

The Editor of ‘‘ The Times,” also, kindly introduced a para- 
graph into his widely-circulated paper, on the 13th of June, which 
was doubtless of great use in promoting the object. 

The following letter was sent by the Secretary to Mr. Allen, 
informing him of the above measures :— 


“¢ Dear Brother, London, June 13th, 1831. 

‘* We sent out a circular to all our ministers on Saturday, within the 
limits of the two-penny post. We collected at Eagle Street £31. 6s. I 
have received from Salter’s Hall, where Mr. Wilson preached morning and 
afternoon, 212. At Keppel Street, Mr. Pritchard’s, 162. were givenin the 
vestry: the collection to be made next Lord’s-day morning. My object in 
writing to-day is to request you to draw on Wm. Napier, Esq. al sight, for 
Jjifty pounds. Youmay calculate on another fifty at least. I suggest, as we 
have thrown great responsibility on your shoulders, that you had better asso- 
ciate with yourself at least five persons of your most respectable neighbours, 
to be the Committee of Distribution, and send us their names as soon as pos- 
sible. You should also, if you find it necessary, employ some person or 
persons en whom you can depend, to take money to the schools, Perhaps 
Messrs. Mullarky and Berry might be so employed. Say whether it will be 
necessary for you to be authorized to extend the distribution beyond the 
schools, in such cases of distress as the Committee of Distribution may think 
necessary. In our circular we have not mentioned the Readers, but only the 
children of the schools, their parents, and the schoolmasters. If you can get 
a sight of the Times newspaper of this day, there is a paragraph sent by me 
in the third page, I received 5/. from a lady of Bristol on Saturday, and 52. 
more since I began this letter. I hope we shall get 500/. before we have 
finished our collections, as our plan in confining it to the schools seems to be 
much approved. Be very particular in furnishing us with a minute statement, 
oncea week of the distribution, signed by all the members of your Committee. 

ss 2 
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We must impose on you the labour of sending a weekly letter; let it arrive 
on Thursday at the latest, and then we can get it printed and sent round to our 
ministers to be read from their pulpits. £E begin to hope that the Father of 
mercies will condescend to employ the Baptist Irish Society as one of his 
instruments for delivering the poor who ery from hunger from dying by famine. 
Iam, dear brother, your’s affectionately, 


To the Rev. J. Allen. JOSEPH IVIMEY.” 


The second letter from Mr. Allen was lithographed, and sent to 
many of our Ministers, with an introductory address, as follows : 4 


“ BAPTIST IRISH SOCIETY. 


51, Devonshire Street, Queen Square, 
“ Dear Sir, June 20th, 1831. 

A circular from the Committee of the above named Society, dated the 
7th instant, has been sent to the ministers of our London Churches, requesting 
that collections in aid of the children in the schools of the Ballina and Sligo 
districts might be made, and several of them have complied with that request. 
It has been thought that the following letter just received from Mr. Allen 
might deepen the impression of commisseration on behalf of our suffering fel- 
low subjects, and call forth increased contributions for their assistance. 


JOSEPH IVIMEY ko harttes 
GEORGE PRITCHARD 6°°7OS- 


‘¢ My Dear Sir, Ballina, June 15th, 1831. 

“On Saturday last I received your’s. On Monday I commenced a tour 
among my schools, and yesterday, except as I dismounted at the different 
stations, I was on horseback from eight in the morning till pine at night, and 
travelled at least forty-five English miles. I had no apprehension when I 
wrote you last, that the distress was so appalling. ‘To save hundreds of the 
children and their parents is absolutely impossible. Do what you will, or 
what you can, they must die. The last earthly substance the poor creatures 
had, in the shape of a cow, a horse, or an ass, is sold, and the provision bought 
with it consumed. ‘To talk with them would renda heart of stone. Many of 
them are already past hope, and of course, every day will add to the list of the 
distressed. In fact, all that can be done is, to render very slender assistance 
till the beginning of August, when the potatoe crop will be ready. 

‘“‘T have already distributed two tons of meal, for which I paid 36/., and by 
‘the time this reaches you, I suppose I shall have distributed another ton, 
which in all will make 54/. Of course this, agreeable to your directions, has 
been confined to the readers, schoolmasters, school-mistresses, children, and 
parents of children connected with our schools. Of this, two tons will have 
been distributed gratis on your account, and one ton for which I shall take 
payment, at first cost, in four months, on my own account. And from this, I 
may say, the readers and teachers, as their salaries soon become due, will 
have a supply till harvest, but the extent of assistance rendered to the children 
will only be for oneweek. Lest this should seem an extravagant distribution 
I would just say, [ have in my district upwards of thirty schools ; of these I 
am sure no less than two hundred families are now distressed : ‘in fact are 
either begging, or what is worse, starving, through shame, at home. Two 
tons of meal then, is not two stone for each family, and each family, perhaps 
contains from five to ten individuals. But every week will find us worse, and 


Tam sure no less a sum than 50. or GO. per week for the next five weeks, will 
render eyen partial aid. ; 


* A few of these circulars sent to ministers in the country (and but very 
few) were sent back because the postages were not paid. Attempts were made 
but unsuccessfully, to get them sent free. It was gratifying to the Secretaries 
to find that the Ministers in general saw the propriety of the measure, and 
not only received the letter, but acted upon the reeommendation. , 
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. “‘T have, according to your directions, brought back to the schools no less 
than forty families of children, and before the end of the week I shall have 
brought back forty or fifty more: but then, how are they to be kept there? I 
have also relieved numbers of families who, for weeks past, had fed upon sea 
weed, or common cadlock, and other field herbs. But, of course, two stone of 
oatmeal will soon be gone. Let the friends of the cause step forward, then, 
and lend a helping hand. If there was ever a time in which they might endear 
the operations of the Society to the natives of Ireland, it is this. Let them 
shew that they care for the body as wellas the soul, atid by attending to the 
lesser, they will, in all probability, benefit the greater. Let there not be a 
Baptist congregation through England to which an immediate appeal is not 
made. Let us have some old clothes, say two or three thousand suits, for the 
children and parents are naked as well as famishing. But tell the friends in 
England, it is useless to send old clothes, unlessthey also send means to procure 
food, for unless they send means to procure food they will not need clothes 
Jong. I am confident no exertion on your part will be wanting, and I 
trust you will be able to raise us up many steady friends in this distressing 
crisis. Iam, my dear Brother, your’s faithfully, 
_ To the Rev. Joseph Ivimey. J. ALLEN. 


“PSol hope to hear from you as soon as possible.” 


The following note was appended to a printed copy of this letter, 
sent to Mr, Allen :— 


** Dear Brother, June 15, 1831. 

‘You will see by this copy, that I received your letter: I read it at 
Fetter Lane last evening, after a sermon by Dr. Collyer. Fear not ; the Lord 
will provide. Send me regular letters. Your’s affectionately, 


JOSEPH IVIMEY.”’’ 


Another circular was sent out the same week, to ministers both 
in London and the country :-— 


51, Devonshire Street, Queen Square, Londen, 
**Dear Sir, June 25, 1831. 

‘¢ The extreme urgency of the case must plead our apology (if any be 
necessary) for sending you these third and fourth letters of our brother 
Mr. Allen. The contents of which, while they are most appalling, as to the 
misery which so extensively prevails, are yet cheering as to the good which 
our contributions have already accomplished, and from the prospect which it 
affords of our being employed by the Father of mercies to ‘ save much people 
alive.’ An additional reason for exerting ourselves as a Denomination is, 
because many instances have already occurred of assistance being refused, 
even in most distressing cases, to persons who were known to have children in 
our Schools. The respectable gentlemen who have become, at our suggestion, 
(in connection with Mr. Allen) a Committee of Distribution, give a pledge as 
to the correct application of our bounty: itis, however, most evident that a 
very large sum of money for the next six weeks or two months will be needed, 
as the Schools are already considered ‘ cities of refuge,’ and will, of course, 
be crowded with those who are ‘ ready to perish.’ As the Committee have 
made themselves responsible for the support of all such persons, to whatever 
extent they may be called upon to supply them with food, we feel confident 
that you and your friends will not be behind hand with your bounty. * Every 
man, according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly 
or of necessity ; for God loveth the cheerful giver.” We are, dear Sir, your 
Brethren in the Lord, vias 

JOSEPH I KY, . . 
GEORGE PRITCHARD, \ Seer chanies. 


Third Letter of the Rev. J, Auten, of Ballina, received on 
Friday afternoon, June 2A. 
«* My dear Brother, Ballina, June 20, 1831. 
** T received your’s of the 13th instant, and, agreeably to your instrue- 
‘tions, have formed a Cemmittee of Distribution, compesed of the Rey. D. 
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Rogers, A.M.; J. Higgins, Esq. Notary Public; J. Montgomery, Surgeon ; 
Win. Simpson, and Richard Little, Merchants. With this [ have sent you the 
names of the families relieved, the extent of relief afforded, and every item of 
our expenditure, examined and attested by the Committee. Of this account 
the following is an abstract ;—To one family we have given 2 ewt. of Meal ; 
to ten families, l cwt. each; to two families, } cwt. each; to sixty-six fami- 
lies, 2 stone each ; to five families, 1} each; to two hundred and seven families, 
l stone each; and to three families, 4 stone each—making in all, 294 families 
relieved, at an expence of 54/2, 8s. 44d. Your suggestion of providing soup 
was totally impracticable, as my district is, at least, thirty Irish miles in ex- 
tent. All the members of the Committee advised meal. This, I think, is 
cheaper and better than any other provision we might have procured. 

‘© [am sorry to add, that distress is on the increase. ‘The number of fami- 
lies relieved, as above, were in absolute starvation; some of them begging, 
and others feeding upon the common cadlock, or any other herbs they might 
get. Lamas confident as that I have au existence, that, through your liberality, 
several families, who must have died from hunger, have been saved ; and I am 
equally confident that, unless a sum equal to the expenditure of last week, 
54/. be forwarded weekly till the Ist of August, hundreds of families must die. 

“ Our Schools are crowded to excess. One of the Schoolmasters told me 
yesterday, that the churehes would not hold his scholars. Others have come 
to town to ask if they must take all who come, as their houses will not hold 
them. The fact is, no relief at all has been given, except by us, at present in 
the country about us; the children, therefore, almost dying, are sent where 
they are likely to get food. We have not relieved any such at present, as we 
had even too little for the steady and constant attendants of our Schools. Tf 
hope you will not forget the 3,000 suits of old clothes: those, however, will 
do in a month or two, if you send provision. We do not mind them running 
about naked, so that they are not starving. I hope to hear that you have 
already raised five or six hundred pounds. This, Iam sure, is the least sum 
that will afford relief to the poor children. Lam, my dear Brother, your’s 
affectionately, 


To the Rev. J, Ivimey. J. ALLEN. 


“ P.S. I drew on W. Napier, Esq. as you directed, for 50/. Let me 
entreat you to arouse the English people to lend some great assistance. It is 
impossible to tell how much it will serve the Schools. 


ATTESTATION, 

“Mr. ALLEN has sevt a most minute Statement of his Expenditure, to the 
amount of 541. 3s, 43d., with the following ATTESTATION :— 

“‘ The Meal distributed as above specified, has, in our opinion, in every case 
been most judiciously applied; but we regret to add, that distress is on the 
increase, in this country, to an alarming extent. 

Davin Rocerrs, A.M. James Hicains, Notary Public. 
Joun Montcomery, Surgeon. Wutxiam Simpson, Merchant.’” 


Fourth Letter from the Rey. J. Auuun, received on Saturday, 
June 25, at Twelve o’ Clock. 


“* My dear Brother, Ballina, June 20th, 1881. 
“* Though I addressed you by letter this morning, I am directed by the 
Committee of Distribution to write to you again. In my letter I stated that 
relief had been afforded to 294 families during the past week, at an expendi- 
ture of 54. 3s.43d. Since writing, I have visited several of the Schools 
myself, and have also received the accounts of the inspectors whom I had sent 
out for the same purpose. The result is, that instead of 294 applicants, as 
during the past week, the number has increased to 1360, at least; and after 
three or four hours deliberation, the Committee have resolved to give one 
thousand families a half share of meal each, which will be equal to 530. or 
541. more. 
“‘ Now here the matter rests. You have sent 502. and you have promised 
another 50%, This you perceive, and a small item fires, iH be expended 
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by the end of this week. And yet, a month of famine and disease, as you are 
aware, willremain. It was impossible, absolutely impossible, for us to hold 
the money a single day,—famine required its immediate distribution,—hunger 
demanded that we should not pause a single hour. To dole out two or three 
pounds of meal to a family of eight, nine, or ten persons, who had been 
starving for a week, was utterly impossible! it would have been tantalizing 
nature, and revolting to humanity. But in no case, except to the school- 
masters, have we given more than two stones; and, in the majority of cases, 
only One stone; and, as you will perceive from the minute account I have sent 
you, in some cases only half a stone, or seven pounds. 

_ “* But now, my dear brother, what are we to do? Are we to give them a 
single meal and then abandon them? And are we to refuse to add to the list, 
because the 294 families we have relieved happened to be famishing first? I 
am sure, my dear brother, that both you and every friend of Ireland will now 
Step forward, and determine in the name of God to avert the horrors of this 
famine, and to save much people alive. And I am sure, that no effort on your 
part will be wanting to make this distress generally known, and to supplicate 
relief from one end of the land to another. Let not a single congregation 
throughout England, though never so small, refuse to lend their aid Hu- 
manity demands it,—our interest in Ireland demands it.—1200 or 2000 famish- 
ing families demand it,—the word of God demands it. 

** Lest I might appear too urgent, however, and too extensive in my appeals 
for aid, let me give youa feeble sketch of the state of things here: and mind, 
every thing | mention, unless otherwise qualified, is what my own eyes have 
seen. In twenty of my schools all the families are now famishing, and have 
no means of support. In another week there will not be one hundred out of 
the three or four thousand families connected with us, that will have a potatoe 
or a pound of meal left. In Seaview, Fenod, Rathlee, Liffinay, Foghill, 
Arvagh, Ballinglen, Palmerstown, &c. a great part of the children are feeding 
on sea-weed alone. In Shraheen, Freehen, Culdruff, Ballibeg, &c. they are 
feeding on what we call Berastlee, a weed that grows among corn, which in 
England is called cadlock. Some few, indeed, have been living on cockles ; 
but as most persons who have fed upon them have heen taken ilJ, I am told 
that, on Lord’s-day, the priests directed the people to eatno more. I haye 
been told, too, of persons going about to bleed cattle, and taking the blood 
for their support; also, of a mother giving the breast to eight children in suc- 
cession, and thus deluding them with the mere notion of food. In fact, a 
recital of the ways in which persons have endeavoured to support themselves 
under the pressure of famine, would cause a heart of stone to bleed. Let our 
friends look to it, that the sin of withholding the hand from these poor starv- 
ing wretches be not laid to their charge. 

‘< T am aware the people in England will say, that a large proportion of 
provisions is going to the West of Ireland, and the parents of these children 
will get their share. This, upon my own knowledge, lam ableto deny. In 
most of those districts in which our schools are placed, no relief committees 
have been formed ; aud even where they are formed in these remote places, I 
know of no single family in all my district, thirty miles in extent, that has been 
relieved! Besides, should any assistance be offered hereafter, the persons 
who send their children to our schools will be rejected, as far as the influence 
of the Roman Catholic priests extends. Already this spirit is manifested, and 
they have in some instances proclaimed, though they have given nothing them- 
selves, that if they continue to send their children to us, they may lay down 
and die, before they will give them a single graiu of meal. I repeat it, no 
assistance has been rendered by any Committee but our’s in the country 3 on 
the other hand, it has all been confined to the neighbourhood of towns, And 
I repeat, and leave you to make what use you think proper of it, that the priests 
are endeavouring to scare the children from our schools, by threats of with- 
holding food. Let me hear from you soon, and let us know what we may ex- 
pect. Iam sure no less a sum than S00/. or 10002, will keep them from star- 
vation. Of this, or the half of this, however, we despair. I am, dear 
brother, your’s affectionately, 


To the Rev. J. Ivimey, J. ALLEN.” 
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On a printed copy of this letter, written in haste on Saturday 
afternoon, June 25, Mr. Allen was urged to extend aid to all ir 
distress connected with the Society, the Secretary remarking, that 
there was po doubt but ‘the barrel of meal’ would continue 
to afford a supply, so long as there were any persons who required 
assistance. On the next Monday, the following was sent, for the 
purpose of further encouraging him :— 


** My dear Brother, London, June 27, 1831. 

‘* When I wrote you the few lines on Saturday, I was going off to 
Maidstone, and am just returned. Nearly two hundred copies of your letter 
were sent out on Saturday. I now give you an extract of a letter received this 
morning, from a gentleman of property and influence:—‘ Dear Sir, 
Mr. S. and I received your circular yesterday morning, and the result 
was, a determination on the part of our friends, to collect at once with- 
out notice. We have nearly 50/., and purpose retaining it a few days for 
additions : you may depend upon that sum. It will be accompanied with a 
donation from an unkuown friend of 20/. I have thought it best to let you 
know, that you may not hold your hand in sending, as I hope many others 
have done the same. You may tell Mr. Allen, it was quite a reflection upon: 
us, to say he did not expect above half: he should have said, ‘ Iknow you wilk 
send it, and more, if necessary.” With respectto anything from myself, I have 
given to the City and Western Subscriptions, and in each of my parishes, 
besides the collection; but I shall do a little more in your quarter. If you 
think it of use to have names, you may put me down W. B. G. (third dona- 
tion) 10/. 10s. If you do not wish for names, I had rather send it with that 
of our unknown friend, and be unknown too.’ 

“* We have now upwards of 200/., and I have no fear but what we shall get 
as much as we shall need, under the cautious distribution of you and your 
kind friends. I hope you will relieve all who need assistance, who have 
children in the schools, and not be over-nice if other persons should apply. 
Suffer no one to perish whom you can relieve. We are to have a meeting of 
the Committee to-morrow morning, when I hope they will order that 250J- 
beyond the first 502. shall be sent you immediately. I hope you will have 
had no difficulty to procure credit for a week or two. If you require 1002. 
a week, fear not but we shall be able to pay all your engagements. You 
may at least go on till you have expended 500é., and then begin again. We 
are quite pleased with your account: we paid 8s. 2d. forit. Better send 
it in letters in future by the mail. Get some person to write them for 
you, and pay him for his labour. Be sure to get the names of the Com- 
mittee of Distribution to each statement: this will be of great import- 
ance. I trust you will be supported under the labour and anxiety which 
must necessarily fall upon you. We lost no time, as you will perceive, in 
getting your letters printed. Present my best respects to your friends, who 
have so nobly come forward to your help. Itis very shocking to think of the 
hard-heartedness of the Priests and Leyites of the present day. Your’s 
affectionately, ; 


To the Rev. James Allen. JOSEPH IVIMEY.” 


On the 30th of June, the following circular also was sent to 
the different Ministers of our denomination :— 


; % 51, Devonshire Street, Queen Square, London, 
* Dear Sir, June 30, 1831. 

“From your prompt altention to our request, for which we feel truly 
thankful, we send you the Fifth Letter from the Rey. J. Allen, which contains 
fresh instances of the extreme misery that prevails; and also the most grati- 
fying statement, that your abundance has been an all-sufficient supply for the 
wants of our perishing fellow-subjects. At the time when Mr. Allen wrote 
this letter, he had not received two letters written to encourage him to expect, 
that ‘the barrel of meal would hold out, so long as any starving person re- 
quired help.’ Before the circulation of his third and Jourth letters, only 
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about 2502. had been received ; but, encouraged by the remittance of several 
sums on Monday last, the Committee, on Tuesday, agreed to send 100. per 
week for a fortnight, in addition to the 1002. which had been voted before saat 
the same time directing Mr. Allen, that all persons, whether connected with the 
schools or not, should be supplied, so that none might famish for want. 
Measures will be instantly taken to send them a more abundant supply ; as, 
we are happy to say, upwards of 600. have been already received. You will, 
we doubt not, unite with us in presenting thanksgivings to God, for this extra- 
ordinary instance of his preventing and preserving mercy, to those who, while 
we in England ‘ have bread enough and to spare,’ were actually ‘ perishing 
with hunger.” Our benevolent friends may rest perfectly satisfied, that what- 
ever is receiyed by the Committee will be instantly communicated. We are, 
dear Sir, your brethren in the Lord, 

JOSEPH IVIMEY 3 

GEORGE PRITCHARD } SEU 


Fifth Letter from the Rey, J. ALLEN, received Wednesday, June 29th. 


‘* My Dear Brother, Ballina, June 25, 1831. 

“Tt is impossible for any one, who is not on the spot, to conceive of the 
amazing distress pictured in the countenances of the endless applicants for 
relief. Famine is daily advancing. Distress ismore and more prevalent; and 
cholera, dysentery, and fever, are appearing among us. In connexion with our 
schools in this district, I find there are from 1,500 to 2,000 families. Since 
the first quantity of meal was distributed among them, the school-houses 
would not contain one-third of the children. I have, under such circumstances, 
been obliged to direct the masters to arrange them in classes, and teach in the 
open air, lest the collection of so many children, at such a period of famine 
and distress, should propagate disease. I am sorry to say, that a poor man, 
near to the Foghill school, died the other day from mere want ; and I may add, 
had it not been for the relief you have afforded, during this and the preceding 
week, I am confident many who are now alive, would have been consigned to 
acold grave. In this one county alone, 180,000 families* are, at this present 
time, entirely destitute of food. In some of the remotest districts of this 
county, our schools are placed ; and as no Committees of Distribution have as 
yet been formed in most of these districts, all the assistance that has been 
rendered has been from you. Let me entreat you, on behalf of these famish- 
ing and distressed creatures, not to deal out with a sparing hand. 

‘¢ The following is an account of our distribution to the schools during the 
week. We have attended to eighteen schools, and in those schools to 399 
families. Of these 399 families, one has received 3 stone of meal ; nineteen, 
2 stone each; three hundred and six, 1 stone each; and seventy-three, } stone 
each. The amount of meal distributed then is, for the first week, 2 ton, 
16 cwt. 4 stone; and for the present week, 2ton. 7 cwt. 7 stone, 7 1b.—making 
in all, 5 ton, 4cwt. 3stone, 71b. distributed from June 13th to 25th. The 
account, as furnished last week, was 54/. 3s.43d ; and for the present week 
is 432. 12s. 104d.—making in all, for the two weeks, 977. 16s. 3d. ; 

‘** You will perceive from this, that we have gone as far as we are authorized 
at present. Of course we should shrink from the responsibility of distributing 
more than the 100/. upon which you say we may calculate, until instructed by 
you. I am directed by the Committee, however, to state, as their decided 
Opinion, that to withhold your hand at the present alarming crisis, especially 
after having done so much, would be injurious to the interests of the Society, 
and give to the opponents of Scriptural education a cause for triumph, I am 
persuaded, however, you will not suffer this to be the case. _ k 

‘From the returns which have been sent you, you will perceive that very little 
has been done for the schoolmasters and nothing for readers, at present. The 
fact is, such of themas were distressed, obtained assistance, either directly from 
myself, or on my credit; and were not, therefore, inabsolute want. It was the 

GES EO De ULE ie et Ae 


* Mr. Allen subsequently explained that he intended to have said indi- 
viduals! 
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opinion of the Committee, therefore, that the first portion of the funds raised 
by you, should be distributed among the children, who were absolutely dying 
with hunger: and that then a strong representation of the circumstances of the 
readers and teachers, who had obtained this temporary and forced relief, should 
be forwarded to you. This I am now instructed to do. Should you therefore 
be limited in your future remittances, we wish to be authorized by you to offer 
such assistance both to the readers and teachers, as their circumstances may 
seem todemand. Let it beremembered many of them are brethren, and conse- 
quently possess the strongest claims. At the same time, we are unwilling to 
overlook the wants of those who are dying from hunger, or perishiug from dis- 
ease. Let the cry of these famishing creatures be sounded in the ear of every 
friend of the causein Britain. Remember, you have supplied 693 families in two 
weeks; and that four weeks at least of famine yet remain. It is true, disease 
may and will inevitably follow, from the slender assistance we are able to 
afford, and the transition from famine to abundance ; but I should consider it 
an eternal disgrace to the friends in England, to suffer one family connected 
with our Schools to die from mere want. Let only the lwauries of one day be 
given by every friend of the cause in England, and it will go far, very far, 
towards supporting the perishing inmates of an Irish cabin fora week. Tell 
them this—tell them that honour, that humanity, that religion, demand the 
sacrifice, Tell them that 1002. has relieved 693 families, and probably kept 
numbers from death. Tell them to subscribe again and again. Iam, my dear 
brother, your’s affectionately, 
To the Rev. J. Ivimey. JAMES ALLEN. 


“ P.S. Lam so fully engaged from morning till evening, and so are my stu- 
dents, Messrs. Berry and Mullarky, that not one of us could find time to make 
out the items of the present week’s account, for the inspection of the Com- 
mittee. This shall be forwarded, with the name of every person relieved, and 
the extent of relief afforded, as I did that of last week. Be sure to send us 
definite instructions, and they shali be complied with to the letter. Our 
school-houses are more like Roman Catholic wakes thau schools, they are so 
crowded with children and their parents. 


The following Letter was written to Mr. Allen, in answer to 


the above :— 
** My dear Brother, London, June 30, 1831. 
The Committee met on Tuesday, and I ought to have written to you at 
once; but I was obliged to go from home to preach at an Anniversary yester- 
day. Ihopethat what I said on Saturday, would encourage you not to with- 
hold the hand. I suppose you have received 100. from the treasurer, and 
another is voted for next week. It was resolved too, you should be informed 
you were not restricted to that sum, and that you were desired to relieve all 
whom you thought in distress, though not connected with the schools. Your 
letters have produced a most surprising result. {told you on Saturday, we 
had 2501.: we have now 700/. ‘ Fromthis time it shall be said, what hath 
God wrought.’ 

‘© We were reading in the family yesterday morning in course, what struck 
me likely to be realized again: Exodus xxxvi. 7. ‘ For the stuff they had was 
sufficient for all the work to make it, and too much.’ Our congregations 
have done nobly. There have been some fine instances of self denial. The 
congregation at Birmingham, to which you belonged, sent 821. 8s. 35d. yester- 
day. What you said of the Priestshas horrified us. One good brother says, 
‘if what Mr. Allen says can be substantiated, shew them up.’ I feel a little 
uneasy about you on this subject. You must have perceived that I suppressed 
a paragraph in your third letter. I hope you will be circumspect, but firm. 
If you get affidavits of the facts you refer to, let me have attested eopies of 
them. You know they are, many of them, all serpent and no dove. * Be ye 
therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.’ May you have wisdom 
profitable to direct. I have your letter of June 25, printed already, and shall 
Send out copies to all those, this evening, who have sent us money. 

“* You will receive the Times of Tuesday. I hope to have a full advertise- 
ment in many of the papers to-morrow, to keep it going, Iam sure the hand 
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of the Lord is with us—and ‘ who art thou, O greatmountain! before Zerub- 
babel, thou shalt becomea plain. Grace, grace untoit.’ I have been writing 
for the good cause from a quarter before three this morning, and now it is 


neatly two. Respects to Mrs. Allen, in which Mrs. I. unites. Your’s most 
affectionately, ’ 


To the Rev. James Allen. JOSEPH IVIMEY:’’ 


The next circular was issued the 5th of July :— 


** Dear Brother, 


“The following letter of Mr. Allen’s, is copied from the Ballina Im- 
partial, of June 27, 1831. 


* To the Editor of the Ballina Impartial. 


“RELIEF OF THE DISTRESSED—PRIESTLY INTERFERENCE 
—BAPTIST IRISH SCHOOLS. 
‘¢ Mr. Editor, 


< 

** As the agent of the Bantist Irish Society, in this district, I have been 
instructed to afford relief to the readers, teachers, and families connected with 
our schools, in this frightful period of famine. For this purpose a Committee 
of Distribution has been formed in this town; and the above named instruc- 
tions complied with. The Committee has, from the 13th to the 18th instant— 
the short space of one week—distributed to one family, 2 cwt. of meal: to 
ten families, 1 cwt. each ; to two families, 3 cwt. each ; to sixty-six families, 
2 stone each ; to five families, 14 stone each; to two hundred and seven fami- 
lies, 1 stone each; and to three families, stone each ;—making in all 294 
families relieved in one week, atan expence of 54/. 3s. 44d. In this instance, 
then, we have stepped forward, and given those individuals the lie to their 
very teeth, who misrepresenting us, have said,‘ You will get Bibles enough 
from those heretics, but no food.’ If I had only to contradict this statement, 
however, I should have remained silent—I should never have appeared in 
print. But I havea grave and heavy charge to prefer against many of the 
Priests of this diocese, which justice to myself, to the Society with which L 
am connected, and to those very Priests themselves, compels me to proclaim 
tothe world. Ispeak advisedly—I have sufficient evidence of the fact—and 
I now say, the Priests have been playing their own game with the money 
placed at their disposal, instead of extending relief in all cases of distress ; 
when I say they have been playing their own game, I mean THAT THEY HAVE 
BEEN REFUSING TO GIVE RELIEF TO ANY WHO ARE IMMEDIATELY OR REMOTE- 
LY CONNECTED WITH MY SCHOOLS. 

‘s Now let the case be stated. Ihave from 1500 to 2000 families in this 
district, connected with our schools. Any relief I can extend to those families 
is extremely partial. I may say one thousand or twelve hundred of those 

_ families are starving from hunger. The small sum I have received, has been 
raised by subscription among my own friends, and is to all intentsand purposes 
PRIVATE. The money placed at the disposal of the priests is puBLIc; and is 
to be extended to all who are in distress, irrespective of opinion and creed! 
Now, I demand, in the name of common honesty, what right any man, or any 
class of men, has to employ this money voted by government, and raised by 
voluntary subscriptions, to compass his own ends? And I demand to know, 
what right any priest, or any number of priests, who have this money placed 
at their disposal, have to say, that those connected with my schools may die 
with hunger, before they shall get any relief from them. Is this, I ask, 
honest? Is this extending relief to the distressed, or serving the purposes of 
a party? The persons who can look upon a poor wretch dying with famine, 
and storm him from their presence, because he was so UNFORTUNATE as to 
wish his children to be educated, deserves to be held up to the execration of 
society. I do not intend to include all the priests; I could, 1 am sure, make 
some honorable exceptions. At the same time, the existence of the principle 
at all, is sufficient to merit the severest censure: and had I any other mode of 
redressing this grievance, I should not have resorted to the press. Tam pre- 
pared, if any valuable end can be answered by it, to afford a detail of the 
circumstances on which these animadversions are founded, 

‘‘ In the mean time take this as a specimen :—‘ You have heard, my friends, 
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of false prophets. I may compare these preachers to false prophets ; and 
their subtlety to that of the serpeut tempting you distressed creatures—that is, 
in throwing THEIR BAIT BEFORE YOU—in giving you meal and education FREE 
and GRATIS—in hopes to gain you over to their hellish doctrines, and to dis- 
obey God’s commandments, and that of the church. They are putting the 
scriptures into your hands, from which you are getting deadly poison —and 
they are giving you meal, to read them. But you'll say, why don’t I give you 
meal and education FREE and eratTis? I answer, you are not to covet any 
man’s property without earning it—and if I offered it, you should not receive 
it till you had earned it. Now from this day forth, PLL Nor po you ANY 
service. Ill not anoint, baptize, christen, or marry any person who sends 
his children to the free schools, or receives a pound of their meal. The time 
is coming when we’ll banish this curRSED sET, THESE DEVILS, out of this king- 
dom into hell.’ ! !—Eatract from Priest M‘N: *s Sermon, preached yester- 
day in the parish of A 

**T have no remarks to offer on this. It needs none. I may, perhaps, 
favour the public with a fairer specimen yet; but unfortunately, it came too 
late for this day’s press. I remain, your’s, &c. 


June 27, 1831. JAMES ALLEN.”’ 


“On this Letter from Mr. Allen, the Editor of the ‘ Ballina Impar- 
tial’ remarks :— 


“In the exercise of that impartiality which we wish ever to characterize 
our Journal, we have opened our columns to the communication of the Rev. 
J. Allen. We do not consider it our duty to pronounce any opinion or judg- 
ment upon it—the responsibility of its allegations rests entirely upon the Rev. 
gentleman. And if the respectable party to whom its statements refer, should 
consider themselves either misrepresented or aggrieved, we shall most cheer- 
fully afford them every facility in our power to repel the attack, their commu- 
nication being authenticed by a real signature.” 


The Secretaries sent out as a circular, the following :— 


51, Devonshire Street, Queen Square, London. 
July 5, 1831. 

‘* We think it right to publish another letter, received on Saturday, from 
Mr. Allen, and another specimen of the infuriated rant of a Roman Catholic 
priest, in the parish adjoining Ballina. We are persuaded the religious pub- 
lic in England were not aware of the lengths to which their horrid bigotry 
extends. It is most evident, had not aid been promptly communicated from 
our Society, that many of the children belonging to the schools would have 
been suffered to die, for want of food; notwithstanding the priests had been 
furnished with public money, to be ‘extended to all who were in distress, 
irrespective of opinion and creed’ ! } 

JOSEPH IVIMEY Ys A 
GEORGE PRITCHARD 4 5?relaries. 


*,* Mr. Allen has sent a most minute and attested account of the second 
week’s distribution. 


Siath Letter from the Rev. J. AuLEn. 


“ Dear Brother, : Ballina, June 29, 1831. 

‘“ I received your’s [of Saturday] to-night. We have had a Committee 
meeting, and as the prospect is cheering, we have voted 751. for this week’s 
expenditure.* I leave home to-morrow, to distribute part of what is voted 
and others go in opposite directious. The priests are tremblingly alive I 
heard of their intention to curse us, bell, book, and candle, and so I sent 
some of the members of our little church, to state what they heard tome. If 


SS ee eee 


~ “The Treasurer remitted L00Z. on Wednesday the 29th, and the Com- 
mittee have since resolved to send 1501. per week.” : 
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T had hesitated to publish, I should, I think, have been unworthy of your con- 
fidence, as your agent here. They attempted to wound us ina most vital part. 
I have the gentry and the populace on my side. 

‘* Tshall insist this week, that all to whom I give meal shall whitewash their 
houses, remove filth, and be industrious in doing something. Fever is preva- 
lent. I am anxious to get their cabins whitewashed, and filth removed, to 
arrest its progress. 

“The priest M‘N. is to reply to my letter in the ‘ Ballina Impartial’ ; and 
I suppose the whole of them are to lay their heads together to get up this said 
reply. It reminds me of the old fable of ‘The mountain in labour.’ 

** J am sure it will serve our cause. Do not relax a single nerve.’ I think 
you may make this a stronger ground of appeal. I am occupied every mo- 
ment, being a member also of the Local Committee here. May God bless 
your efforts and our’s. Your’s, dear Brother, 

To the Rev. Joseph Ivimey. J. ALLEN. 


Hixtract from Priest C.’s Sermon, preached June 26, in the parish 
of A——. 

*« My friends, I cautioned you this day week against this great temptation 
that is come upon you—I mean, concerning these managers of the free schools 
and their meal, which they are casting before you. I told you not to takea 
pound of their meal, and I threatened if you did, to withhold the rites of the 
church ; and I tell you now, it is only a snare and a wordly bait, to draw you 
from Christ. Those preachers are like the red dragon spoken of in the Reve- 
lations, which drew the third part of the stars of heaven after his tail. Why 
not draw them with his bill—or with his wings—or with his claws—but with 
his tail, the weakest part of his body? Why, yousee, he did not draw them 
by violence and force. So it is with those seducers, that are casting wordly 
baits simply before you, that they may hook your souls into everlasting 
flames. But be ye good soldiers of Christ, like those beyond Newport— 
there, WHO SUFFERED SIX OF THEMSELVES TO DIE, SOONER THAN GIVE UP 
THEIR HOLY RELIGION BY SNARES AND WORDLY BAITS! !”’ 


A few days after, the following letter was forwarded to Mr. 
Allen: — 


‘© My dear Brother, London, July 2, 1831. 

‘“* We had a Committee meeting last evening. We agreed in future to 
send you 150/. per week. If you want more you can have it. Seek out for 
cases of misery, and relieve them. The more you assist, the better our 
friends will like it. We have more than 850/. ‘What hath God wrought ?’ 
Doubt no more. I am perfectly satisfied you have acted rightly in regard to 
the persecuting priests. No one could have imagined such cruelty and bigotry 
had existed, even in the west of Ireland. Take care of your health. I hope 
Mrs. Allen has great faith too, as well as her husband. ‘If thine eye be 
single, thy whole body shall be full of light.’ Fear not, God is on our 
side. You will do more to promote a reformation, than all who have pre- 
ceded you in Ireland. Ihave sent your Jast letter to nine of the chief news- 

apers. The Committee are very much pleased with you. Mr. Wilson 
ie to-morrow. I requested him to take the earliest opportunity to come 
and see you, and help you, at least by his presence. We voted hima sum 
not exceeding 50/., should any of the children in his schools need it. A friend 
of mine has fifty suits of left-off marine uniforms. Ihave ordered them at 3s. 
per suit; the best boy in each school to have them so far as they go. Clothes 
are coming in, but I have not yet said any thing on that subject. We will, if 
possible, do that also, Follow up your plan as to getting the cabins white- 
washed. You are at liberty to do any thing to promote the comfort of any 
you meet with in distress. We passed a resolution that you be desired to 
pay particular respect to the Teachers and Readers. When were you put on 
the Local Committee at Ballina? Tell us all about your proceedings in con- 
nection with it. What instructions do you get as to their distribution of 
money and food, I have copied your letter, and the other sketch of a sermon, 
and sent it to the printer. We shall not need any assistance, and have not 
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asked any, from the General Committees here, or in Dublin. Our friends will 
do every thing we can possibly wish or desire.—Your’s affectionately, 


To the Rev. J. Allen. JOSEPH IVIMEY.”’ 


“ P.S. Treceived by post this morning upwards of 402. Is it correct, when 
you say 180,000 families ? It it thought to be an incredible statement. 


The following adyertisement appeared at this time in nine of 
the principal newspapers * ;— 


FAMINE IN THE SCHOOLS CONNECTED WITH THE BAPTIST 
IRISH SOCIETY, IN THE COUNTY OF MAYO. 


“ There are thirty-one Schools in this district connected with the above- 
named Society, containing more than 3,000 children, belonging to from 
1,500 to 2,000 families. The Committee of the Society have resolved to 
supply all these, and the Schoolmasters, with food till the month of August ; 
and also to extend help to others, so far as means shall be afforded, who 
may need their assistance. ‘There have been already voted £300. and they 
have received the pleasing assurance that ‘several families, who must have 
perished for hunger, have been saved.’ Ina letter from the Rey. James Allen, 
of Ballina, dated June 20, 1831, it is said, that in most of the places in which 
our Schools are situated, no Relief Committees have been formed. He says, 
‘I know of no single family in all my district, thirty miles in extent, that 
has been relieved.’ A very considerable sum, therefore, will be found neces- 
sary to supply all who will need assistance, as, hitherto, the money distributed 
from other funds has been chiefly confined to towns and their immediate vici- 
nities, whereas the Baptist Schools are mostly in remote parts of the country. 

“ The Committee of Distribution at Ballina consists of the Rev. James 
Allen, Superintendent of the Schools; the Rev. D. Rogers, A.M.; J. Higgins, 
Esq. Notary Public; J. Montgomery, Esq. Surgeon; Messrs. William 
Simpson and Richard Little, Merchants. The agency, both in England and 
Ireland, is perfectly gratuitous. 

Any sums collected for the Baptist Schools may be remitted to the Trea- 
surer, William Napier, Esq. Mecklenburgh Street, Mecklenburgh Square; 
or to Messrs. Ladbroke, Gillman, and Co. Bank Buildings.’’ 

JOSEPH IVIMEY S. be ath 
51, Devonshire Street, Queen Sq. GEO. PRITCHARD i EET CUNIC 
June 30, 1831, 


The next circular issued was as follows :— 


; 51, Devonshire Street, Queen Square, London, 
* Dear Sir, July 9th, 1831. 

‘Tn an advertisement which appeared in the ‘ Times’ of June 28, we 
thus expressed ourselves :—‘ With the full expectation of being supplied 
by the congregations of the Baptist Denomination, the Committee at Ballina 
have been requested to assist every applicant who has children in the schools ; 
so far, at least, as to prevent them from perishing with hunger.’ We are 
happy to say, that this confident hope has been most satisfactorily realized— 
more than realized. 

** Our note, which preceded the third letter of Mr. Allen, contains a sen- 
tence which has led to some inquiries, and which we take this opportunity of 
answering. It was stated, ‘ An additional reason for exerting ourselves as a 
Denomination is, because many instances have already occurred of assistance 
having been refused, even in most distressing cases, to persons who were 
known to have children in our schools.’ From the letter of Mr. Allen which 
accompanied it not fully bearing out this representation, it has been thought that 
we had information beyond what we published. This conjecture is correct : 
the fact is, that, lest we should be suspected of wishing to raise a religious 
dispute on a subject of mere humanity, we suppressed the following paragraph 


* In one of these, the ‘* Times,” there was a typographical error, ‘31,000,’ 


instead of “31 schools.’’ This trifling circumstance furnished the enemies of 
Mr. Allen with abundant matter of abuse ! 
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in Mr. Allen’s letter of June 20:—‘ Remember the priests for the most part 
distribute the meal sent by government; but, in more instances than one, 
assistance has, in the most urgent cases, been refused to any who come to our 
schools: I refrain from mentioning names at present. I sent the parties 
complaining to a magistrate, to make affidavits of the facet; if I succeed in 
obtaining them, I intend to send them to the General Committee at Castlebar. 
From my knowledge of the priests, they would, in the broad light of heaven, 
rather suffer any one who sends his children to our schools to lie down and 
die, than give a halfpenny relief: some have said so.’ 

‘* Those of our friends who have seen the letter of Mr. Allen to the ‘ Ballina 
Impartial,’ and the extracts from Priest M‘N *s, and Priest C——’s Ser- 
mons, in our last Circular, dated July 5, will be satisfied that his assertions 
as to the cruel bigotry of the priests towards our poor starving scholars are 
sustained to their very letter. 

‘“We now send you the seventh letter from our indefatigable, prudent, and 
intrepid agent, Mr. Allen, which contains other facts of the most satisfactory 
description. We cannot sufficiently admire the overruling providence of God, 
which sent this excellent young minister to Ballina, and inclined him to obtain 
a knowledge of the Irish language, as though for the purpose of fitting him 
for extensive usefulness ‘ at such a time as this.’ 

*« The liberality of our congregations * has supplied more than the largest 
amount at which Mr. Allen first fixed the probable sum which would be re- 
quired. Wesee no reason, at present, why those who have contributed 
should be urged to increase their donations ; as we feel satisfied that when 
all our ministers, to whom letters have been sent, have remitted their collec- 
tions, it will be found we have enoughto meet every demand, not only for all 
those connected with the society, but for all besides those who have applied 
to the Committee of Distribution at Ballina for assistance. 

*¢ We have thought it would gratify our benevolent friends to be furnished 
with a copy of the Account of the third week’s distribution, and the attesta- 
tion affixed to it.¢—We are, dear Sir, your brethren in the Lord, 

JOSEPH IVIMEY, e secretaries.” 
GEORGE PRITCHARD, 5°°¢"@@rtes- 


Seventh Letter from the Rev. J. ALLEN, received Friday, July 8th. 


** My dear Brother, Ballina, July 5, 1831. 

«IT hasten to lay before you a statement of the last week’s relief and 
expenditure. To one family we have given 1 cwt. of meal; to three families, 
2 stone each ; to 484 families, 1 stone each ; and to 634 families, half a stone 
each—in all, 1124 families relieved in one week, at anexpense of £92. 1s. 13d. 
Of this expenditure we had not calculated in an early part of the week ; but, 
as we received so encouraging a letter from you, we were determined not to 
withhold the hand. Of the application of this relief I would just say, for the 
satisfaction of your friends, that I personally visit as many distressed objects 
as possible before any relief is extended. In other cases, my inspectors are 
employed for this purpose; and in others, the marks of hunger and disease, 
too visible in the countenance and frame, render any inquiry unnecessary. I 
have availed myself of your suggestion to employ persons to keep the accounts. 
This, since the first week, was absolutely necessary, as I have not had a mo- 
ment of time to sit to an account, from the time I rise till I retire ; besides, I 
was determined from the first not to keep the accounts with my own hand, so 
that neither here nor elsewhere any justifiable suspicion of a mal-appropriation 
of the money might be excited. As to the wisdom of the mode I adopted, I 
am confirmed, from the complaints I see commencing, respecting others, in 
both the English and the Irish press. In fact, I am uot surprised to find such 
complaints alleged, from the deplorable manner in which such accounts in 


“* The Committee also ‘ for the Distressed Irish,’ at Norwich, have voted 
£50. paid by their Treasurer, J. J. Gurney, Esq.” sige 

+ It is not thought necessary to reprint the weekly accounts of distribution, 
as several of them have been already widely circulated. 
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general are kept, if any be kept at all. I am the more particular, therefore, 
that you should tell our friends in England, that we not only send a minute 
weekly account of our expenditure to you, but that we publish that account on 
the very spot in which the money is laid out. : 

** Believe me, my dear brother, disease and distress are still on the increase ; 
instead of a few hundreds, and then a few thousands, the whole mass of the 
population of this county are now in a state of absolute starvation. My 
letters to you, I am told, were read yesterday, from the public papers, at the 
Central Committee of Castlebar, as a true description of the state of this 
county. The nobleness of mind our friends in England have displayed, has 
essentially served our cause. Iam not surprized at 82/., and upwards, from 
Cannon-street, Birmingham 3; it is just what I might have expected.* You 
express some fear about me in reference to the priests ; I agree with you, 
‘they are most of them all serpent, and no dove.’ Atthe same time I have, 
as your agent, been compelled to act with firmness, or suffer our schools to 
be destroyed. Lintend to take a summary course; I have been advised to it 
by all friends here, and by the Dublin press, which has noticed my letter of 
remonstrance on this subject. Instead of sending the affidavits to you, I shall 
send them to one of our friends in the House of Commons, and suffer the mat- 
ter to be discussed there. Iam persuaded this line of procedure will at once 
exhibit to the British public what we are doing in Ireland, and, at the same 
time, impose a restraint on the priests; and, consequently, serve our schools ; 
but on this subject I shall shortly write you again. In the meantime, I am 
persuaded, from what you have done, that you will not allow any about us to 
starve. No: you have now 700l. and, if necessary, and it is necessary, you 
could get the 1000/. we mentioned, and more too. We are intending this 
week, as you have authorised us, to extend our distribution, and to expend 
150/. ; and, unless countermanded by you, to continue at this weekly sum as 
long as famine exists, and the money lasts.+ I mention an instance of distress 
which came under my own notice since I wrote you last:—a poor man, who 
had an only cow, and no means of support for nine in family, bled the cow so 
frequeatly (a very common thing among us now), to use her blood, boiled 
with a little meal, that she died! ! In this case we felt ourselves called upon 
to assist the man, though unconnected with us. I might mention, had I space, 
other instances equally appalling, but I must close.—I am, my dear brother, 


yours affectionately, 
JAMES ALLEN. | 


““P.S. I have received from the Treasurer 2002. placed at my credit in the 
Ballina Bank. I had not a moment’s difficulty in procuring credit ; I might 
have raised the money, had it been necessary, on your letters tome, but it was 
not. 

** To the Rev. Joseph Ivimey.” 


Attestation to the Account of the Distribution for the week ending 
July 2, 1831. 


‘* From the above it will be seen, that 1124, families have been relieved 
during the past week, at an expence of 921. Is. 1}d. We beg to express our 
warmest acknowledgments for the noble and disinterested benevolence of the 
Baptist friends in England; distress is on the advance among us, and much 
must still be done to meet the exigencies of the starving. So far as our know- 
ledge goes of the means employed by the ‘ Local Committee’ of this town, 
to ascertain the existence of distress, we are persuaded the members of your 
‘ Committee of Distribution’ have far surpassed them, in endeavours to dis- 
cover the most truly destitute, and minister to their relief. 


D. ROGERS, A.M. R. LITTLE, Merchant. 
J. MONTGOMERY, Surgeon. W. SIMPSON, Merchant.” 


‘** Mr. Allen was a member of that church. 

““ + The Committee of Distribution were directed to expend 1502. per week, 
for four weeks ; they have been now informed, they are not limited to that 
sum, but may draw for ary amount which they may find to be nesessary.” 
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Letter to Mr. Allen :-— 


“* My dear Brother, London, July 12, 1831. 

, ** LT received your’s of the 7th instant yesterday, and the copies of affi- 
davits, the ‘Ballina Impartial’ of the 3dinstant, and the ‘ Warder.’ I very 
much approve of your having sent the affidavits to Col. P , and will 
endeavour, at an early opportunity, to wait upon that gentleman. The cruelty 
of the Roman Catholic Priests has greatly astonished many of our friends: 
~ they were not prepared for such instances of bigotry, even from Priests in the 
county of Mayo. I have no apprehension that they will persuade their flocks 
that there is any destructive heresy in oatmeal; andI shall wonder if those 
who are in the least instructed as to the nature of religion, will consider us as 
being out of the pale of the christian church! It requires but little under- 
standing for them to comprehend the meaning of our Lord’s maxim, ‘ By their 
fruits ye shall know them.’ It was a sound remark of my late excellent friend, 
A. Fuller, when he said, ‘ The lives of christians are books which common 
people can easily read.” It has afforded me great pleasure, not only to receive 
the liberal contributions ef our congregations, both in town and country, but 
to read the expressions oftheir sympathy and benevolence, which have accom- 
panied ihose contributions ; in many instances too, what was said of the 
primitive christians in Macedonia will apply: ‘ Their deep poverty has 
abounded to the riches of their liberality.’ I certainly did not expect we 
should have received, in little more than three weeks, 8002., and the brook, 
so far from being dried up, is still flowing. We shall not make any farther 
applications at present; but, should it be found necessary, they will do as 
you advised, ‘ they will contribute againand again.” You will have seen, in 
our last Circular, that we havestated, that you and your friends, who form the 
Committee of Distribution, had beeninformed, that ‘ they were not limited te 
any weekly sum, but were at liberty te draw for any amount which they 
might find to be necessary.’ If, then, our money should not be all expended 
by the time the supplies of food from their potatoe gardens come in, it will 
arise. from the want of exertion on your part in finding out cases of distress, or 
from there being no longer any who need your assistance. A gentleman of 
our Committee remarked, ‘ It will be a disgrace to us, if all the money sent is 
not expended:’ in this sentiment I entirely concur. I advise, therefore, that 
you employ more agents to find out those who are destitute, and supply them 
fully, Aim to become the almoners of the Father of Mercies, of whom it is 
said, ‘ He filleth the hungry with good things.’ Act up to the meaning of our 
Lord’s injunction, ‘ Freely ye have received, freely give.’ There is one thing 
however, which I submit to your consideration. In your early letters, you 
mention the desirableness of finding clothing for three thousand children ; and 
it appears to me, it will be fair for us to presume that our ministers had this 
also in view in their collections. I shall advise our Committee, should there 
be any money in hand, after you have said, ‘We want no more for food,’ to 
appropriate that for clothing. I rejoice in the zeal of your worthy wife. [ 
have no fear but ‘the God whom you serve will deliver you ;’ and if not, 
your good partner need not fear she or your daughter will be suffered te want 


thing.—Believe me to be your affectionate brother. 
cag acm i JOSEPH IVIMEY.’’ 


The following Circular was issued on the 13th of July :— 


51, Devonshire Street, Queen Square, Londow, 

<*Dear Brother, July 13th, 1831.0 
“ You will see by this letter, Mr. Allen states that the distress of 
the week, ending the 9th instant, “ was more trying than any which had pre- 
ceded it ;” and that ‘ the number of necessitous cases had multiplied upon their 
hands to an indefinite extent.’ It is to be regretted that, under these circum 
stances, it should have been stated, ‘ that enowgh money had been obtained for 
the object, and that the benevolent were not required to make any further 
exertions at present.” That thousands of the poor in Mayo will have no food, 
but what is afforded from the bounty of the English, until the beginning of 
August, when the potatoe-crop will be gathered in, we have the fullest conyic- 

i eae 
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tion; and this applies with peculiar force to the district towards which te 
attention of the Committee at Ballina is directed. Great numbers daltag :* ; 
inhabiting that part of Mayo must, we are persuaded, have perished, ok ° 
the aid afforded by our Society, as none of the Relief Committees could have 
nded their bounty to them. 

as We advise thoneay our friends who have access to a map of Ireland, to 
mark the situation of Ballina; and when they learn that our schools are. ve 
yond that place, and around the sea coast, they will easily conceive of y e 
impossibility of efficient relief having been communicated, either from Cas A 
bar or Newport, to parts so remote; and will see cause also to bless God, 
that the Society had an agent, and such an agent, within reach of the multi- 
tudes in that large and populous district, who have doubtless, by means of the 
Baptist Irish Society, been kept from dying for want of food. : 

“ Jt is with feelings of the most ardent gratitude to the Father of mercies, 
‘from whom every good and perfect gift proceeds,’ we now inform our friends, 
that we are satisfied their liberality will be found sufficient to supply the 
wants of all the destitute who may apply for assistance. To enable the Com- 
mittee of Distribution vigorously to pursue their labours, the Treasurer, In 
addition to 5002. already sent, has remitted 500/. more. This has been done 
because we are persuaded it is the wish of those who have so liberally con- 
tributed, that the Committee should act upon the injunction of our divine 
Lord: * Freely ye have received, freely give.’—We are, dear brother, your's 
affectionately, CL mre oat ; 

i 9 ry se ED 
GEORGE PRITCHARD, §5°¢7@lertes- 


Extract from the Eighth Letter from the Rey. J. ALLEN, received 
Monday, July 11. 


‘* My dear Brother, Ballina, July 7, 1831. 

“‘ Last evening I received and read your’s of the 2nd instant to the 
Committee of Distribution. Nothing could have been more welcome. The 
present week is more trying than any that has preceded it. he number of 
distressed cases has multiplied on our hands to an indefinite extent. Besides, 
from the scantiness of the funds of the ‘ Local Committee’ of this town, and 
from their avowed inability to extend relief, except to those who were em- 
ployed at public works, we felt ourselves called upon, even before the receipt 
of your’s, to afford gratuitous relief to a few hundreds in the town, totally 
unconnected with our schools. And more than this, Mrs. Allen, who is in the 
heart of three of our schools, on the sea shore, about nine miles from town, 
has been employed by the Committee to distribute, in small quantities, (say of 
from two to three quarts,) fifteen ewt. of meal, to the most distressed objects 
during the present weck, Already,I should think, in Ballina, and at Kilglass, 
where Mrs. Allen is residing at present, from five to six hundred, uot con- 
nected in the smallest degree with our schools, have been relieyed ; and before 
the end of this week, I hope we shall have to report that from two to three, if 
not from three to four, thousands of starving wretches have been supplied by 
your bounty. We may well say, ‘What hath God wrought !’ 

*“ Some persons, you say, think my statement of 180,000 families in the 
county of Mayo alone being in a state of starvation incredible. I take this 
opportunity of correcting an inadvertence—I meant persons not families. On 
your suggestion, however, 1 inquired from a gentleman who attended the 
* Central Committee’ at Castlebar, on Monday last, and he informs me, thata_ 
penny per head was then voted, for each day of the present week, for 190,000 
persons supposed to be in want in this county alone. 

“Tam a member of the ‘Local Committee’ of this town ex officio. It may 
be due to our friends, and to myself, to say, however, that I neither receive nor 
distribute one pound of their meal, nor one half-penny of their money. In 
fact, we determined to throw ourselves entirely upon you, and neither to 
receive or solicit aid from any other quarter. In a word, we conceiyed a con- 
gregational effort among our friends in Engiand, would most essentially serve 
our cause, and in that opinion we are daily confirmed. ‘ 
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** Tsend you the ‘ Warder’ Newspaper, by which you will see how my let- 
ter to the Priests, in the ‘ Ballina Impartial,’ has been received in Dublin. 
As some have thought the Priests could not be so bad as I have represented 
them, I send you copies of two affidavits made before a Magistraie on that 
subject, by two men who have been long in your employ, and who are mem- 
bers of our church. TI had heard that the Priests of several parishes intended 
to curse us, and for that reason I sent these men to hear, and to report what 
they heard. 1 have taken means to forward the affidavits signed by the Magis- 
trate to the Member for Sligo, to use them at his discretion, and to lay them 
before the House of Commons, if he should think proper No reply to my 
letter has yet appeared in any of the papers, and, indeed, I do not expect any. 
Tam perfectly satisfied that God is on our side. Iam not at all afraid: [ 
confide in an unseen hand, and I know it has not been said iv vain, ‘ The name 
ofthe Lord is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and are safe.’ 

Your's affectionately, 
J. ALLEN.” 


“© To the Rev. Joseph Ivimey,”’ 


Extract from the Leading Article of the ‘* Ballina Impartial,” of 
July 4, 1831. 

‘* We bear ample testimony to Mr. Allen’s unwearied solicitude, in con- 
tributing all the exertions in his power to relieve distress, in whatever place 
it comes under his notice. It wil] be seen in another part of this paper, that 
he and a respectable Committee, acting under the instructions of the Baptist 
Trish Society, have expended upwards of 90/. during the past week, among 
their schools, and other quarters in this famishing district ; and they will con- 
tinue to afford relief, to a large amount weekly, until the prevailing distress 


disappears.”’ 


Extract of a Letter to Mr. Allen :— 


‘¢ My dear Brother, London, July 15, 1831. 

‘© The Joint-Treasurer, Mr. Millard, will remit 6902. to-morrow, and 
you are authorized to expend 300/. per week for the next four weeks, should 
the distress continue for so long a period. This, with your 25d. per week, 
will probably be sufficient for you. If it is not, go beyond it: God has 
granted us an abundant supply. See to it, that no necessitous person be, in 
future, sent empty away. Present my best respects tu your worthy coadjutors. 


‘* Your’s affectionately, 
JOSEPH IVIMEY.” 


The circular next issued was the following :— 


51, Devonshire Street, Queen Square, London, 
‘* Dear Brother, ; July 15th, 1831. 

* Notwithstanding our Jast communication is of so recent a date, we 
think it necessary to let you know the state of things in regard to the suffering 
thousands in Mayo, as related in the following letter. We consider it a most 
providential circumstance, that we had anticipated the request of the Committee 
of Distribution at Ballina, that ‘the relief might be extended ona much larger 
scale, to the decidedly suffering and destitute creatures.’ ‘That 2,968 families 
should have been relieved, at the trifling expence of 1522. 10s. 7d. is a most 
delightful consideration ; and that even Roman Catholic priests should have 
been compelled to declare themselves to be satisfied with our proceedings, is 
more than could have been expected. f if 

‘‘ We are happy to inform our benevolent friends, who have so liberally 
contributed, that our funds are sufficient, at present, to supply even ‘ double 
ihe number of the last week, for the next two weeks ;’ and we have no doubt, 
as the money is still flowing in by every post, even that number may be ex- 
ceeded, if necessary, We feel certain that the minute account of the distribu- 
tion, and the attestation subjoined, will increase the confidence of our friends 
jn the wisdom and energy of our most efficient ageut at Ballina, and lead them 
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to pray that his confidently expressed expectation may be realized, that ‘ as his 

day is, so will be his strength.’ We are, dear Brother, your’s affectionately, 
JOSEPH IVIMEY 
GEORGE PRITCHARD 


“PS. Ata meeting of the Sub-Committee, held on Friday evening, July 
15th, it was agreed that Mr. Allen be authorized to expend 3002. per week for 
the next four weeks, if the distress should last for so long a period, 


‘ Secretaries. 


Extract from the Ninth Letter from the Rev. J. ALLEN, received on 
Friday, July 15. 


“ My dear Brother, Ballina, July 11, 1831. 

‘** In the extreme hurry of distribution I have been compelled to delay 
my letter a day beyond the usual time. I hope this may not be attended with 
any great inconvenience. It was impossible to write sooner. My labours 
have increased onmy hands in aten-fold ratio; and, if possible, will this week 
exceed all that has gone before. At the time 1 wrote you last I was very un- 
well: but, through mercy, [am now pretty much recovered. Iwas so hoarse 
as not to be able to speak beyond a mere whisper, but now I hope the effects 
of the cold are nearly removed. Though my exertions are necessarily inces- 
sant, and though I am exposed in travelling—almost constant travelling, to 
every change of weather, L have had no fear from the first, but that my strength, 
like your ‘barrel of meal,’ would hold out as long as needed. I am disposed 
in this case to take God at his word, and 1 know he has said, ‘ As thy day is 
so shall the sirength be.’ 

‘* From the statement of accounts which accompanies this, you will see that 
the labour of distribution has increased to an amazing extent. Instead of 294 
families, the number relieved in the first week, our list has swelled to the 
amount of 2,968; and, if possible, we might double this number for the next 
two weeks. ‘The fact is, the whole stock of provision in the hands of the poor, 
in all directions, is now completely exhausted, and the population, en masse, 
are cast upon Relief Committees for support. You will remember that I stated 
in a preceding letter, that our schools were situated in remote districts, where 
no Relief Committees had been formed ;—I am happy to state now, that in some 
of those districts, during the past week, some assistance has been rendered for 
the first time, inthe way ofremuneration for labour, though to a very inconsi- 
derable amount when compared with your’s. The friends of the Society in 
England have done nobly, and have enabled us to do nobly too. I am confi-+ 
dent that this instance of self-denial on their parts, will tend more to advance 
the interests: of our Society in Connaught than any thing that has ever been 
devised. Lam persuaded that out of evil God will yet bring good. Ina word, 
I trust God will honour‘us as much in the removal of the famine of his word, 
as in the removal of the famine of bread. 

‘‘ One word on my letter of remonstrance to the Priests. Every one ex- 
pected that I should have had them up ia armsagainstme. It is strange, 
however, that though I have more than a general acquaintance with many 
of the Priests, that not one of them has ever referred to the subject, nor has 
any reply of any kind appeared in any of the papers. I am sure their silence 
has not arisen from a@ contemptible opinion of your agent, but from the per- 
suasion that I eould, at any moment, substantiate what I had said, and that 
their conduct in this affair was so glaringly inconsistent. ’ Besides, you will 
be surprised when I tell you, that they have generally expressed themselves, 
in some instances from their altars, so satisfied with our proceedings, as to 
completely wheel round. In fact, to do otherwise would have been ridiculous 
—the whole country would have been opposed to them to aman. I mention: 
this to guide you in your determination, either to follow up, or not to follow 
up, the subject of the affidavits referred to in my last. 

<< T hope the money is still coming in—a great deal will be needed. Our 
account for this week, as you will see, is 2,968 families, relieved at an 
expense of 152/. 10s. 7d. We intend, if authorized by you, to increase this 
sum for the two next, and most trying weeks. After this, I think I shall never 
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despair. God has appeared for us in a wonderful manner. Mrs. Allen is 
still distributing on the seacoast. As you will see, she has relieved 1,000 
families herself, with the quantity of meal wevoted her. She is as arduously 
and anxiously employed as any of us. She came home yesterday, but returned 
in the evening.—Y our’s affectionately, : 


“ To the Rev. Joseph Ivimey. J. ALLEN. 


**P.S. You will see we were compelled to condense our accounts. The la- 
bour of writing and transcribing nearly 3000 names appeared too much.”’ 


** My dear Brother, London, July 23, 1831. 

‘*T think your letter satisfactory. It is evident the Committee at 
Castlebar acted under a wrong impression as to what you had said. I shall 
rejoice if you can getthem to rescind their resolutions; I wish to know the 
result of your attendance upon them. I wonder so much should have been 
said about the typographical error. I hope, however, the hand of God 
isin this matter, and that we shall live to see the blessed results of your 
labours, not only in saving their bodies from death, but their souls from 
destruction! Let me have all the Resolutions of the Castlebar Committee. 

** Your’s affectionately, 


JOSEPH IVIMEY ” 


‘* My dear Brother, London, July 26, 1831. 

‘* You had not fair play shewn you at Castlebar. Fearnot; ‘the Lord 
is with you, while you are with him.” Iam glad Mr. Wilson has been with 
you, and that he bears testimony to the necessity which prevails. I shall be 
anxious to know whether your friends at Ballina will be able to prevent your 
being expelled from the Central Committee. I saw Colonel P—— this mor- 
ning, and left him acopy of the ‘ Mayo Constitution: ’ he thinks you acted 
wisely in withholding names: he will write to Mr. J. respecting that meeting. 
He intends to take an opportunity of stating the matter to the House, and your 
affidavits, as soon as possible. You seem to have committed an error in 'say- 
ing all your schools were situated in Mayo, as it appears many of them are in 
Sligo. Iam going from home to-morrow, for aday ortwo. When shall you 
want more money remitted, and how much? I do not expect much more will 
come in; but I trust we have enough. ‘ The Lord hath dealt graciously with 
us.’ Present our best respects to Mrs. Allen. If Mr. Wilson is still with 
you, present my christian regards to him. Can I send some clothing to 
Westport or Sligo? May the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge 
of Him be granted you.—Your’s affectionately, 

f JOSEPH IVIMEY.”’ 


The following circular, containing two letters from Mr. Allen, 
and an extract from a letter of Mr. Wilson’s, was accompanied by 
a most powerful defence of Mr. Allen’s conduct, in regard to the 
General Committee of Castlebar, by the Rev. M. H. Seymour, 
Curate of Ballinrobe :— 


51, Devonshire Street, Queen Square, London, 
‘* Dear Sir, August 5th. 1831. 

*~ ¢ You will learn from the following letters, that Mr. Allen has experi- 
enced great annoyance and vexation from some proceedings of the Mayo Gene- 
ral Relief Committee, established by the Committees for the Distressed Irish 
of London and Dublin, for appropriating the bounty of the British public, 

“In consequence of an erroneous statement sent them by the Secretary of the 
Relief Committee in Cornhill, the Mayo Committee rashly condemued Mr. 
Allen, unheard, for having published what they designated a calumny upon 
their proceedings: and at a second meeting, they proceeded to pass a resolu- 
tion to remove him from the Local Committee at Ballina, of which he was an 
ex officio, an elected and efficient member. ; , 

“The Protestant members of the Ballina Committee having refused to 
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accede to that resolution, and being a majority, retained Mr. Allen, in oppo- 
sition to the published sentence of the General Committee at Castlebar. It is 
therefore expected that an attempt will be made by them to dissolve the Com- 
mittee at Ballina, and to withhold the grants which have hitherto been made, 
for supplying the famishing poor in that district, : 

«* Under these circumstances, the Committee of the Baptist Irish Society 
have deemed it right to comply with a request made by several most respeeta~ 
ble persons at Ballina, through Mr. Allen, and have resolved, that in the event 
of the supplies being withheld from the Local Committee at Ballina, to place 
3002. at the disposal of the Protestant members of that Committee: to prevent, 
if possible, the starving poor of the neighbourhood from suffering, on account 
of those gentlemen having so firmly defended Mr. Allen’s character and 
conduct.* 

‘That an arrogant titular popish bishop, ‘t Him or MaroniA,” + should 
have dared, in a meeting of the Ballina Committee, merely because his own 
opinion was contradicted, to call upon two magistrates, members of it, to seize 
Mr. Allen, also a member, and to remove him out of the room, affords a pretty 
fair specimen of that prelate’s notions of Ilberty! It would have been most 
surprising indeed, had even a gentleman of bis own communion paid any 
regard to such intolerant and insolent rudeness. 

‘* It will afford pleasure to our friends, to read the letter of the Rev. M. H. 
Seymour, a clergyman of the established church, who in so able a manner 
ae the unjust proceedings of the Mayo Central Committee in regard to 
Mr. Allen. 

“¢ The printed statement of the Contributions will inform our friends, that 
should the 300. voted to the Protestants of Ballina be called for, in addition 
to the 890l. per week, voted (July 15th) to Mr. Allen for four weeks, that the 
money received will be nearly, or quite, exhausted by the close of next week. 
We feel persuaded, however, should further assistance be required, that our 
congregations, who have contributed so liberally already, and others of them 
which have not yet contributed, will be found willing to furnish it, on their 
being made acquainted with the fact. 

‘© The distributions made at Ballina by Mr. Allen and his friends, for the 
fifth and sixth weeks, amounted to 5812. 5s.03d. Most circumstantial accounts 
have been transmitted ; the satisfactory attestation of the highly respectable 
members of the Committee is subjoined, which, it will be seen, fully justifies 
the statement made by Mr. Allen on the 20th of June, that, in most of the 
remote districts in which our schools were situated, eacept in the neighbour- 
hood of towns, no Relief Committees had then been formed. We are, dear 
Sir, your’s most respectfully, 


JOSEPH IVIMEY, . , 
GEORGE PRITCHARD, t Secretaries. 


** P.S. Several bundles of new and old clothing have been received and sent 
for the use of the schools in Connaught, under the care of Messrs. Wilson and 
Allen: these have been from Waltham Abbey, Olney, Seven Oaks, Crayford, 
and Brighton, In answer toa request made by ‘ Elizabeth,’ she is informed 
ra Mr. Ivimey undertakes to forward any clothing which shall be sent to his 

ouse,”’ 


The Tenth Letter from the Rey. J. ALLEN, received on Monday, 
August \st. 


“* My dear Brother, Ballina, July 27, 1831. 

: “ You will be anxious to hear how we are proceeding in the distribu- 
tion of the funds placed at our disposal. In the week before last we distri- 
buted to the amount of 238/. 14s. 113d.; and in the last week, we extended 
relief to the amount of 3427. 10s. ld. Of course we have included in this, 
251. per week from an unknown correspondent, who forwarded to me a 100. 


* This money was never called for, 
+ The title assumed by Dr. McHale ! 


of the Baptist Irish Society. 459 


note, with the signature ‘‘ A.S.’? If it were possible to obtain this gentle- 
man’s address, I should feel most happy in forwarding all my papers, ad- 
dressed to the ‘ Central Committe,’ Castlebar, and the priests, tohim. I must 
remark, however, that notwithstanding the labour imposed upon me by this 
controversy, the poor famishing creatures around are not in the slightest 
degree neglected. The assistance of Brother Wilson, and the addition of 
other members to our Committee was most timely. 

_‘* As my friends, however, will be anxious to know the nature of the oppo- 
sition I have met with, I hasten, through you, to lay before them a syllabus 
of the proceeding :—In my letters to you of June 20th, I said “ no Relief 
Committees had been formed in most of those remote districts in which our 
schools were placed, and that no relief had been given, exeept in the neigh- 
bourhood of towns.’ These letters were produced at the ‘ Central Committee,’ 
Castlebar, and a vote of censure passed upon me as their author. This vote 
of censure was published, and I was branded as a calumniator. 1 was sur- 
prised, in a few days after, to receive a letter from the secretary of the Castle- 
bar Committee, informing me that they had given me an opportunity of 
explaining, and adding, ‘ I hope you will do so in Such ® manner, as to put 
out of your statement the parishes ia this county, where Committees have 
certainly been formed.’ I attended at Castlebar ; I exposed their artfulness 
in suppressing the date of my letter: I protested against their right of inter- 
ference ; and especially against their having first passed sentence upon ‘me, by 
branding me as a calumniator, and then giving me an opportunity to make my 
detence. My statements have since appeared from the press, and except to 
the parties concerned, have given wniversal satisfaction. In fact, the tyran- 
nical and inquisitorial conduct of the ‘ Central Committee,’ has raised them in 
this country a host of foes, and myself a host of friends. 

‘© When I attended the Castlebar Committee, they wished me to substantiate 
my charges against the priests. I declined this, and told them they were not 
a competent tribunal, or an impartial assembly. The majority of the Com- 
mittee were Papists : the popish bishop of this town, a personal enemy, was 
in the chair; another popish bishop, and a popish archbishop were on the 
committee to confront me ; anda whole horde of priests surrounded me on 
every side. [may add, too, a priest, against whom I have an affidavit sworn, 
was pulling the skirts of my coat behind, and crying, ‘ keep to the priests— 
keep to the priests—Name.—Name.’ I must add, provoked as I was by this 
priestly conclave, I should have been disposed to prove my charges against 
those gentlemen onthe spot, had I not, as I told them again and again, sub- 
mitted my affidavits to a member of the House of Commons. To drag me 
thence, I said, all their sophistry and ingenuity should not avail. 

‘* After I retired from this meeting, a vote of expulsion from the Ballina 
Local Committee was passed upon me. This resolution was forwarded to me, 
and I shewed it to the Protestant gentlemen on the Committee in this town. 
They were provoked at such arbitrary and tyrannical conduct, and declared I 
should not be expelled. A meeting was held on Saturday last, and Dr. 
McHale, the popish bishop, attended. From first to last, he addressed both 
myself and the meeting, in the language of insult. Brother Wilson was 
present, and will send you an account. I must not omit to mention, however, 
that Dr. McHale, unable to effect my expulsion, retired. But before he did so 
he called upon the magistrates present, (Colonel Gore and Mr. Howley) to 
seize me, and take me into their charge. They declared they could not and 
would not. Ona question from a gentleman present, Dr. McHale admitted, to 
use his own language, that ‘asa clergyman, I was respectable ; as a moral 
character, pwre ; and asa member of the Local Committee at Ballina, efficient ;” 
but still I was branded as a calumniator by the Castlebar Committee, (or 
rather by his popish brethren, he should have said) and therefore must be ex- 
pelled. The feeling of every Protestant present was, that I was an injured 
man, and this they did not hesitate to avow. Besides, they declared that, not 
only that act of the Central Commmittee, but that no subsequent act of that 
Committee, should dissolve my connection with them, unless my character or 
conduct should be fairly impeached. This they declared, at present, neither 
had nor could be done. Besides, it should be remembered, those individuals 
composed all the wealth, independence, and influence of the town. 
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“ But to come to the point—Another meeting has been held at Castlebar, 
and they have confirmed their resolution of expelling me. A report is circu- 
lated too, by way of intimidation, that unless the Ballina Committee do expel 
me, they, the Castlebar Committee, will withhold their supplies, and dissolve 
usasa body. Every Protestant member is firm, and they are resolved toa 
man to brave all consequences. Ihave been requested by some of the most 
respectable and influential gentlemen in this town, to write to you on the 
subject, and to prepare you for the result, They are determined, and they 
persevere in their determination, not to be put down by a popish faction. 
Should the supplies, at this stage of the proceeding, be handed over to the 
popish party, a complete triumph, both over myself, and the independence of 
the town, would be effected. On the other hand, should the supplies be with- 
held, the most fatal consequences would ensue. I hope, though this threat 
has been held out, they may not persevere. Should they adopt this, however, 
as the dernier resort, I am persuaded you will not allow the famishing crea- 
tures of this parish to suffer by the firmness of your agent, approved and 
supported by the independence and influence of this town. Awaiting the 
earliest possible reply, | am, dear Brother, your’s affectionately, 

To the Rev, J. Ivimey. J, ALLEN. 


“PS. Lam gaining new friends to my cause every day. The universal 
feeling is, that 1 am a persecuted and injured man.” 


The Eleventh Letter from the Rev. J. ALLEN. 


‘¢ My dear Brother, Ballina, July 30, 1831. 

** IT send you twenty-four copies of the ‘ Mayo Constitution,’ to send 
out to our friends. You will please to refer them to the Rey. M. H. Seymour’s 
letter. This gentleman, was,a fortnight ago, a complete stranger to me. 
Aware of the hard treatment I had received, he stepped forward to defend me. 
He is certainly a powerfully auxiliary. Ireceived a letter from another cler- 
gyman of the established church yesterday, offering me his services in any 
way | might require them. I have written for liberty to publish his letter to 
me, which will, | hope, appear in the ‘ Impartial’ of Monday next, and shew 
how consistent and honorably the Central Committee have acted to Protes- 
tants throughout. If you examine my letters, you will find, that I never said 
all my schools were in Mayo—Mr. Wilson tells me it was not understood so in 
London. In my letter to the Central Committee you will see my strictures 
on this. Iam sure we shall want all the money you have raised. Our expen- 
diture this week greatly exceeds that of any preceding one. I set up a boiler 
yesterday, and intend to provide soup for all who will come and eat. The 
poor creatures are dropping down at our door caily, and we are obliged fre- 
quently to give them wine to revive them. 

‘* Brother Wilson left on Monday to meet some friends from England. He 
is to be here to-day, and will stop till our business is all over. 1am com- 
pelled to be brief, as I have to write a long letter for the ‘ Impartial,’ and I 
have not a line of it yet. Our Local Committee meets to-day. Dr. McHale 
is not expected. I suppose we shall put the popish party to flight. Nothing 
would compel the Protestants of this town to yield to the dogmas of the 
Central Committee. Your’s faithfully, 


To the Rev. J. Ivimey. J. ALLEN.” 


Attestation to the Fifth and Sixth Weeks’ Account. 


“‘ We, the undersigned, the Committee of Distribution for the Baptist 
Society, do attest the correctness of this and the preceding weeks’ account. 
We cannot suffer this opportunity to pass, without bearing our testimony to the 
Jaithfulness of Mr. Allen’s statements in his letters of June 20th, aud we must 
add, the vexatious aunoyance of the Central Committee of Castlebar, exercised 
towards him, was quite uncalled for, 
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“* With regard to Mr. Allen’s charges against the Roman Catholic priests, 
we do not interfere. We trust, however, that the result will be Satisfactory to 
his friends, and honorable to himself. 


RicuarpD Fausserr, M. D. Chairman. 
James R. Husron, Minister of Ballina. 
Davip Rogers, A.M. Presbyterian Minister. 
GeoreE Gites, Minister of Foxford. 

Joun Monteomery, Surgeon. 

Wiriiam Faussetr, T. C. D. 

Ricwarp Lirrie, Merchant. 

Wittiam Simpson, Merchant.’’ 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Jostan Wixson, received on 
Thursday, August 4th. 


‘© My dear Brother, Ballina, August 1st, 1831. 
““T returned to this town on Saturday last, soon enough to attend the 

meeting of the Local Committee. You will be pleased to read the following 
resolution, passed by a large majority :—‘ That the resolution passed by the 
Central Committee, Castlebar, in reference to the Rey. J. Allen, having been 
officially laid before us, we deem it an act of public justice to express our deci- 
ded conviction that Mr. Allen’s character, motives, and conduct, are, so far as 
we know, superior to the impeachment of any party, however influential and 
responsible they may be: and we add, that it is our firm determination to ad- 
here to the resolution of our last meeting, in which we recognized Mr, Allen - 
as a member of this Committee.’ 

«« A respectable clergyman, residing near Ballina, called upon me in Sligo, 
a few days since, who said that ‘ but for the indefatigable exertions of Mr. 
Allen and his friends, and the peculiarly serviceable aid afforded by them, | 
many families, of his own knowledge, would not have had food for more than 


two days ina week.’ 
‘“< T hope your supplies will hold out for another fortnight at least. Your’s 


affectionately, 
To the Rev. J. Ivimey. JOSIAH WILSON.’’ 


The following was written on a copy of the printed circular :— 


“¢ Dear Brother, August 6th, 1831. 
“Trejoicein your triumph. God is with you—fear not. I sent two 
chests of clothes to you. I suppose they will be sent to Galway. 


Your’s affectionately, 
To the Rev. J. Allen. JOSEPH IVIMEY.”’ 


It will. be found in the account of expenditure, that a small 
sum has been voted for the use of two Societies at Ballina, at the 
request of Mrs. Allen: the following is an extract from her letter 


respecting them :— 
Rey. and dear Sir, Ballina, August 9, 1831. 

“ Allow me, since I have taken the liberty of addressing you, to 
inform you of the Dorcas Association of Ballina: it is supported by subserip- 
tions, and conducted by a few females of this place. We manufacture wool 
and flax, but principally wool, as there is some loss attending flax. We 
have thirty spinners, twelve weavers, and seven needle-workers. We make 
blankets, and coarse cloth or flannel, which the purchaser colours and then it 
is made up for gowns ; this makes very durable and decent clothing for the 
poor. We have also a small quantity of linen, which, together with the 
other articles of clothing, is sold to the poor at cost price, or a little under, 


and paid for by a few pence each week, by those employed by the Association. 
UU 
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Whatever money we haye to spare we employ as loans, This to my certain 
knowledge, has been a blessing to.the few to whom it has been extended. 
Several favourite cows have been spared to their owners: and the comfort and 
support of a family continued, by a loan from the society of 1d. or 1d. 10s, 
when the rent day has arrived, and in every instance bas been punctually paid 
back again by six-pence or a shilling a week. And now, my dear Sir, if you 
would authorize Mr. Allen to give usa donation of whatever amount you may 
think proper, before these allocations cease, [pledge myself it will be most 
gratefully received, and strictly applied to the purposes for which it was 
given ; and would as essentially serve many industrious females, as if it were 
given gratis. It would be a means of extending the benefit, and of encou- 
raging habits of industry ; and too great attention cannot be paid to the culti- 
vation of industry and cleanliness, among the Jower class of the Irish, We 
have, too, in this dark and uncultivated corner of the globe, a Benevolent 
Society, for the relief of the Sick Poor, which is almost confined to females, 
at atime when they want it most. ‘This institution also lays, claim to English 
sympathy and benevolence : it recommends itself. Our funds are very low 3 
and any donation you may authorize Mr. Allen to forward, will be most grate- 
fully, acknowledged, and strictly applied. Iam, dear Sir, your’s with much 
respect, 


To the Rev, J. Ivimey. M. ALLEN.” 


The following letter from Mr. Allen accompanied the Statement 
of the final Distribution :— 


‘* My dear Brother, Ballina, August 25, 1831. 

‘* Our distribution has now closed. With this I send you our ninth and 
tenth weeks’ accounts, examined and attested by the Committee. To these 
accounts I haye subjoined an abstract of our whole receipts and expenditure, 
From this, you will perceive, that we are somewhat under the sum of 3261. per 
week, which you authorized us on the 15th of July, to expend for the next four 
weeks : we have had enough, however, The Father of mercies has blessed 
our peasantry with a present supply of food, and is continuing the prospect of 
an abundant harvest. ‘ Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness |’ 

‘*] have received from London two boxes of clothes, for which I return 
many thanks, They shall be distributed in as judicious a manner as we are 
able, and at as early a period as possible. I can assure you, however, I am 
completely tired out, and need rest. No earthly consideration would have 
induced me to go through such labour and annoyance. Ingratitude from the 
persons relieved, and ceaseless and groundless annoyance from the popish 
clergy, together with days of labour and nights of watchings, have deeply 
effected my spirits. Nothing but the interference of a kind and merciful provi- 
dence has preserved me from fever, or some other disease. I record this with 
gratitude to the Father of all good ; and, I trust, dreadfully as I have been 
opposed and maligned by the popish clergy, and some of their adherents, that 
I should be willing to go through thesame labour and opposition, if necessary, 
again. I hope, however, such a season of famine may never return. 


To the Rev, J. Ivimey. J; ALLEN. 


‘“* P.S. Our accounts are not so numerously signed as usual, owing to one 


of our members having gone to Dublin on business, and two otbers living in 
the country.”’ 
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It affords very great gratification to the Committee, by whom 
the business relating to the famine has been conducted, to have 
to conclude its history by copying the following noble testimonial 
from gentlemen of rank and distinction in the County of Mayo:— 


From the “ Ballina Impartial” of Sept. 5. 1831. 


“To the Rev. JAMES ALLEN, Agent of the Baptist Irish 
Society, Ballina, 

«* Rev. Sir—At the close of this dread season of famine, we, the 
undersigned, beg to state, that we have witnessed with unbounded 
satisfaction, the noble exertions of the Baptist Irish Society, of 
which you are the agent, in counteracting the effects of a visitation 
so extensive and so deplorable. No sooner did you give them a 
description of the ‘ suffering thousands,’ than with a cheerfulness 
and liberality characteristic of the benign spirit of christianity, they 
stood conspicuous, nay, pre-eminent, in the work of love, and for- 
warded their thousands to arrest the progress of such alarming 
distress. We have also been attentive observers of your conduct, 
as the dispenser of your Society's bounty. Deep sympathy for 
the distressed, unceasing perseverance, judicious and impartial 
distribution, vast personal self-denial in ministering to their relief, 
marked your proceedings. We, therefore, request you will convey 
this public expression of our best acknowledgments to your in- 
valuable Society, for the seasonable and extensive relief they 
imparted to the famishing population of this country, and that 
you will accept our warmest thanks for your conduct as a gentle- 
man and minister of the gospel, whilst dispensing their charity. 

“‘ With every sentiment of esteem, we remain, Rev. Sir, 


Ballina, Aug. 15. Your sincerely attached friends, 
G. JACKSON, Governor. JAMES KNOX. 
J. VERSCHOYLE, Vicar of JAMES R. HusTON, Curate 
Kilmoremoy. of Kilmoremoy. 


- JAS. BURROWES, Vicar of FRANCIS KNox. 
Castle-conner and Kilglass. J. ANDERSON. 


O. C. Jackson, J. P.* _ JoHN BOURKE. 

THOMAS PaGET, J.P. ~ RICHARD FAUSETT. 

G. V. Jackson, J.P. WILLIAM FAUSETT, T.C.D. 
GEORGE Ormsby, J.P. HENRY EGAR, 

WILLIAM ORME, J.P. JOHN LEECH. 


WILLIAM ATKINSON, J.P. J. E. HYMEs. 
Epwarp E. EcAr, Clerk. JOHN CALDWALL. 


JoHN GILLMOR. FRANCIS G. Morat. 
GEORGE GILEs, Clerk. A. KNox. 

RoBeRrT ARMSTRONG. JAMES RAMSEY. 
Tuomas Ham. CHARLES SMYTH. 
Davip RoceErs, A.M. JOHN JACKSON. 
Joun Bairp. EDWARD JOHNSON. 
WiLLtiAM McCARNOCK. GEORGE IRWIN.” 


€S The List of Contributions of Money and Clothing will be. given in the 
Report, which will be ready for delivery in a few days. 


* Justice of the Peace, 


— 7 


MISSIONARY HERALD. 


Subscriptions and Donations in aid of this Society will be thankfully 
received at the Baptist Mission House, No. 6, Fen Court, Fenchurch 
Street, London: or by any of the Ministers and Friends whose namez 
are inserted in the Cover of the Annual Report. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


—— 


CALCUTTA. 


Ovr last arrivals from Calcutta have 
brought us an important pamphlet, 
intitled, “Observations on the Hin- 
doo and Mohammedan Laws of 
Inheritance, as affecting Converts 
to Christianity in India.’’ This do- 
cument is intended to give a clear 
view. of the difficulties which, on 
the present system, prevent thou- 
sands from even examining the 
claims of the Gospel to their atten- 
tion. It has been carefully drawn 
up, submitted to the critical examin- 
ation of a number of gentlemen 
holding high official stations in Cal- 
cutta and throughout Bengal, and 
is sanctioned and recommended by 
the signatures of nineteen Mission- 
aries of various communions In that 
province. We trust efficient mea- 
sures will be taken to draw the atten- 
tion of our legislature to the subject, 
previous to the renewal of the East 
India Charter, and that the time 
will soon arrive when the subjects 
of the British Government will cease 
to suffer the loss of all things for 
professing that holy name by which 
we are called. 

The following example, quoted 
from p. 3 of the pamphlet we have 
mentioned, will serve to shew the 
actual operation of the law at pre- 
sent in force. 


«A man of the name of Narapot Singh, 
of the Brahminical caste, is the son of the 
late Pooran Singh, who was a wealthy Zu- 
meendar, near Guyah, in the province of 
Behar. On his demise, his property (which 
consisted of six Mouzas, realizing an annual 
rent of about 16,000 Rupees, ) descended in 
the following manner; viz. three Mouzas, 
producing 8,000 Rupees a year, to Narapot 
Singh; and the other three Mouzas, produc- 
ing a like sum, to the children of his bro- 
ther. Soon after this event, Narapot Singh 
came to Calcutta, and there embraced Chris- 
tianity. This intelligence was no sooner 
communicated to his cousins, the other party 
included in his late father’s will, than they 
seized upon his property, and have retained 
possession of it ever since, now upwards of 
twenty years. Rev. Mr. Ward, one of the 
Serampore Missionaries, advised with several 
magistrates on the subject, particularly with 
the judge of the court at Guyah; but being 
informed, that according to the Hindoo law, 
as administered in the provincial courts, he 
(Narapot Singh) had forfeited all claim to 
his property, he adyised him to submit to the 
loss rather than engage in a law suit, which 
must, according to the present regulations, be 
decided against him. He has, therefore, now 
suffered the Joss of his property for the last 
twenty years, the amount of which, after 
deducting government taxes, &c. exceeds 
100,000 Rupees, which he has forfeited 
merely for becoming a convert to Christian- 
ity. At present, Narapot Singh is engaged 
as a Native preacher in Caleutta, under the 
patronage of the London Missionary Society. 
Should it be considered necessary, the most 
indubitable evidence can be obtained to sub- 
stantiate the above facts.” 


That the minds of the natives are 
increasingly occupied in relation to 
various subjects connected with 
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their own superstitions, and that 
they watch, with very lively interest, 
the proceedings in England bearing 
on the same point, is clear from the 
following extracts from native news- 
papers, for which we are indebted 
to the Asiatic Journal for Septem- 
ber. Our readers will perceive that, 
in both cases, our Asiatic fellow-sub- 
jects imagine the Jove of money to 
be a very powerful principle with 
Englishmen. It is indeed humili- 
ating that sagacious heathens should 
have any just ground for such insinu- 
ations and rebukes as are contained 
in the close of the following articles. 


PILGRIM TAX AT JUGGERNATH. 
“That the poor suffer very grievously 
from the tax imposed on pilgrims at Jugger- 
nath is true; and many for want of means 
are excluded from that path of salvation, 
for the shastras maintain that the sight of 
the image removes the necessity of future 
birth. If the thorn which besets this path 
in the shape of the tax were removed, it 
would impart general happiness. The Edit- 
er of the Durpun has published the debates 
on this subject which have taken place in 
England............What was the object of 
the gentlemen who introduced the subject to 
the Court of Directors we cannot tell, for 
those gentlemen are far-sighted, and are 
always alive to the preservation of their own 
religion. On’ first hearing their advice it 
strikes us as advantageous, but when we after- 
wards learn the particulars, it does not ap- 
pear to be so auspicious towards us. In 
proof of which we would add, that, with 
the exception of the Hindoos, the inhabit- 
ants of many other countries extolled the 
Governor General for his regulation prohib- 
iting suttees; for, on the first glance, they 
judged that he had in reality preserved women 
from destruction, but they who look more 
closely into the business perceive that it over- 
turns our religion, and are consequently filled 
with sorrow. Thus to hear that the tax 
may be abolished, is at first a matter of 
joy ; but if the ultimate object be to abolish 
pugrimage altogether, it will be very in- 
auspicious. Be that as is may, our general 
opinion is, that a tax upon religious actions 
18 In one respect good; for the abolition of 
that tax lessens the public revenue; hence 
they cannot abolish the tax. Had there been 
a tax upon suttees, would the rite have been 
abolished? Never, never: and it is even 
now our prayer that a small tax may be 
Jevied upon suttees, and that hol f 
established, "— Chundrika. 


y rite again | posed to be enlightened in every respect, 
' 
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The Reformer (a Hindu paper) 
of March 1, contains the following 
remarks of a correspondent upon 
the debate at the East India House 
last year :— 


« Since the encouragement of superstition 
is strongly prohibited in our days, I think it 
must be a matter of surprize to you, when I 
beg to bring to your notice a circumstance 
which deserves your particular attention. 
You must recollect, that some time ago a 
rumour was so current in this country as 
to have led every individual to suppose, 
that the Court of Directors would speedily 
send out an order to their Government in 
the east, desiring them to abolish the tax 
which they had hitherto levied upon the 
temple of Juygernauth. On perusing The 
Hurkaru of the 23d. instant., I found that 
Mr. Poynder had brought this subject before 
the East India House, proposing to them to 
authorize the Court of Directors to adopt 
such measures as may have the immediate 
effect of discountenancing the idolatry in 
question. Mr, Poynder further observed, 
that it was not his design to attack the wor- 
ship of Juggernauth, nor did he wish in 
any way to injure the temples: but what he 
sought was the abolition of any participation 
on the part of the Company in the funds de- 
rived from so guilty and polluted a source. 

“Mr. Poynder, in thus endeavouring to 
impress on the minds of the members who 
were present, the necessity of their paying 
special attention to this subject, did not omit 
to explain to them that the imposition of 
taxes of this nature was as iniquitous in its 
tendency, as unjust in its exaction; and 
although he was not wanting in any respect 
to make use of all the eloquence of which he 
was master, yet sorryam I to say, that the 
House did not think his motion worthy of 
consideration, and accordingly negatived it 
by a large majority. 

‘Perhaps, Mr. Editor, you will feel a 
degree of anxiety to know on what ground 
the House did not approve the requisition of 
Mr. Poynder: allow me, therefore, to quote 
a very singular argument which one Mr. 
Lowndes brought forward on this occasion. 
‘If (said he) the natives of India were su- 
perstitious, let us not interfere with their 
prejudices. We should first look at home: 
was there not superstition in the Roman Ca- 
tholic religion? did not all men in this me- 
tropolis worship the golden calf? we should 
purify ourselves before we attempt to instruct 
others.’ Now, Mr. Editor, consider the con~ 
tents of this argument. Is it not astonishing 
that a gentlemen like Mr. Lowndes, sup- 
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should view this question in so wrong a light? 
4¢ amounts to this, that if I am ignorant, I 
shall not endeavour to improve others. If 
my room is dark, I shall not suffer others to 
dight theirs. 

“Besides this, if your readers will atten- 
tively peruse the debate which took place in 
the East India House on this subject, they 
will perceive that Mr. Trant, another mem- 
ber, had explicitly stated, that it was not his 
intention to interfere with the religion of the 
Hindoos. The only thing he wished was 
the abolition of the tax on the temples of 
Juggernauth ; since they beimg Christians, 
their participation in any booty derived from 
the source of superstition was altogether in- 
compatible with the principles and doctrines 
of Christianity. Strange decision of so en- 
lightened a body on such an important ques- 
tion, which for the sake of a paltry lucre has 
been exhibited to the world as a sad monu- 
ment of avarice!” 


— 


JAMAICA. 


The Committee having been in- 
formed that various representations 
of an unfriendly character had been 
circulated, to the prejudice of some 
of the missionary stations connected 
with the society, requested their 
friend Mr. Burchell to draw up a 
detailed statement of the course pur- 
sued by him in the management of 
those under his care. If there be 
any individuals in this country, who 
have descended to the unworthy em- 
ployment of retailing, in private cir- 
cles, slanders against our brethren, 
similar to those which have so Jong 
defiled the pages of certain infidel 
periodicals in Jamaica, we trust the 
ample explanations now given, will 
induce them at once to abandon 
such a dishonourable course. Our 
readers, however they may regret 
the occasion, will be thankful for the 
new evidence thus elicited of the 
nature, reality, and extent of the 
work of God, in the support of 


which it has been their privilege to | 
co-operate. We select the most ma- | 


terial parts of Mr. Burchell’s narra- 
tive. 


«When I left Jamaica there were in full | 


eommunion with the church at Montego 
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Bay, 1,600 persons, in addition to which, 
there were also about 8,000 whom we de- 
signate Inquirers. Many of these indivi- 
duals reside in the town, and very many re- 
side at from one to twenty miles distance. 
At Montego Bay there is service only every 
alternate sabbath, when I am engaged with 
the people from six o’clock in the morning 
till eight in the evening, with very little in- 
termission. During the week one evening 
is spent with the church for prayer, or some 
other religious purpose. Another is spent in 


public worship. Two others are spent (as 
often as is in my power) in meeting the in- 
quirers who reside on the Bay to converse 
with them and instruct them, (though since 
the death of our lamented Brother Mann, my 
public duties have greatly interfered with 
this department of labour, ) and two or three 
hours are employed every day (when at 
home) in personal interviews with members, 
inquirers, and candidates for baptism, as also 
with the leaders and deacons on matters con- 
nected with the church, besides the time 
spent in pastoral visits to the members and 
the sick. 

“Every alternate sabbath is employed in 
attending to the duties of the church at Gur- 
ney’s Mount or Shortwood, or at some other 
place. In addition to this, I frequently go 
into the country during the week to preach 
in the interior fifteen or twenty miles’ dis- 
tance: and until lately [had to supply other 
places thirty and thirty-five miles’ distance— 
so that when I inform you that last year only, 
for thirteen successive weeks, I journeyed at 
an average of 103 miles per week in the 
concerns of the mission; and during ten 
months travelled 3,100 miles, you will be 
convinced that my exertions and toils-were 
not inconsiderable ; especially if you keep in 
mind the climate, and that there are no pub- 
lic means of conveyance. 

“Tn consequence of the number of per- 
sons connected with us, scattered over a space 
of many miles, I adopted the plan of empioy- 
ing approved individuals united to the church, 
as ‘Leaders’ or ‘ Active Members,’ and di- 
vided the people into classes, to be superin~ 
tended by them. To the members I give 
tickets which are renewed quarterly so long 
as they conduct themselves becoming the 
Gospel. —T hese tickets are required to be 
produced in the chapel on those Sabbaths 
when the Lord’s Supper is administered 5 
when myself and the deacons go round and. 
examine them, to see that no individual is pre- 
sent but regular and approved members: the 
propriety of this plan is evident, as I have 
frequently detected by this means improper 
characters who lad imtruded themselves at 
| the table. 
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“To the inquirers also I give tickets, 
(these are different from. those of the mem- 
bers,) at which time their name and residence 
are inserted in a book kept for that purpose. 
The Leader is required to visit the people 
under his care as often as may be in his 
power, to converse with them, and inquire 
respecting them; when he has to give an 
account of the same to me, and observations 
are made in the inquirer’s book of any in- 
quirer concerning whom he may report, 
whether good or bad.—On these occasions 
the tickets of the persons who are reported 
are brought, so as to afford me an opportunity 
of conversing with the individuals on their 
application for them, which are then returned 
or retained, as the nature of the case may 
require. 

“Under this system, therefore, I am ena- 
bled to acquire a general and pretty correct 
knowledge of this large body of people, 
which could not be the case, but by obsery- 
ing some such method, Indeed, I have no 
doubt, but, that under this system, I have a 
better acquaintance with the character and 
habits of the members of this church and 
congregation, consisting of above 4,000 indi- 
viduals, than I could of a church of one- 
fourth of that number upon the general plan 
pursued by ministersin England. The ticket 
system I consider necessary also to prevent 
designing and evil-disposed persons imposing 
upon the people. Attempts of this kind 
have been made for various purposes—but as 
an individual (if he appear under the mask 
of religion,) is requested to produce his 
ticket as an evidence of his membership, he 
is at at once detected, and his purposes de- 
feated before he can accomplish any evil. 
With these tickets also, if properly received, 
members or inquirers, if journeying, are re- 
ceived and kindly entertained by their fellow- 
Christians, though previously personally un- 
known,—as also by any of our ministers in 
any part of the Island.” 


It having been erroneously stated 
that the “ tickets”’ described in the 
foregoing paragraph were sold to the 
negroes, Mr. B. proceeds to shew 
at length, that there is no real con- 
nexion whatever between the issu- 
ing of these tickets and the pay- 
ment of the small voluntary sub- 
scriptions made by the members of 
the church and others. Nothing could 
afford the shadow of a ground for 
such a charge, but the unavoidable 
necessity of managing both at the 
same time, The testimony which 
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closes his observations on this sub- 
ject will be regarded as decisive by 
all candid readers. 


“If the amount of subscriptions be the ground 
of objection, I remark, believing pecuniary 
contributions to be a scriptural duty, I have 
recommended it accordingly, and proposed 
the sum of ten-pence currency, (six-pence 
sterling,) per quarter, (only a half-penny per 
week,) as an average subscription, believing 
it to be in the power of most persons to con- 
tribute that amount. Still the subscriptions 
must be voluntary; and its being withheld 
or given, neither confers a favour, or proves 
a disadvantage to the individual in his con- 
nexion with the church. A great number 
connected with the church do not contribute 
at all, a considerable number also receive 
quarterly assistance, which is given them 
when their tickets are renewed, for the same 
reason as is stated for receiving the subscrip- 
tions at that time, viz. to economize time 
and prevent confusion, (as it must be ob- 
served that full 2,000 of our congregation 
reside several miles’ distance from the Bay, 
and these persons for several months in the 
year have only the sabbath when it is possi- 
ble for them to have any interview with the 
minister.) In addition to the number of 
those who do not contribute, and those who 
receive quarterly assistance, there is a great 
proportion of those left who contribute but 
one of the proposed subscriptions per annum, 
others but two, others three, and but few in 
comparison four,—so that I do not receive 
upon an average per annum, above half of 
the sum recommended. 

“ On the subject connected with the tickets, 
Thad the following conversation witk Mr. 
W. Whitehorn, a native gentleman, formerly 
engaged in the profession of the law; but 
since his conversion and baptism has been 
united with us in the mission.—I said, ‘ Sir, 
you recollect what were your views respect- 
ing us, and your objections against our pro- 
ceedings, when you had no respect to religion. 
You have since had an opportunity of seeing 
and becoming acquainted with all our pro- 
ceedings—what are your present views—have 
you discovered any thing objectionable—and 
can you suggest any improvement?’ He re- 
plied, that he had seriously considered the sub- 
ject, especially as connected with the tickets, 
and had thought it desirable, in order to re- 
move the objections raised by our opponents, 
to attend to the tickets and subscriptions at dis- 
tinct periods ;—he had visited several of our 
stations and considered that this was practicable 
in small churches, but utterly impracticable 
in the large churches. As, therefore, he con- 
sidered the opposition against us and our 
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-plans, arising from the positive and deep- 
rooted enmity felt against religion altogether, 
he concluded that our obvious duty was to 
pursue our present plan, correcting any evils 
that may come under our notice, act as in 
the sight .ef God, and leave the result to 
Hin.” 


We regret there should be so 
much ground for the complaint, that 


Misrepresentation has been the weapon 
with which your Missionaries have been long 
assailed, and unhappily for them, very few 
have been the instances where individuals 
have made any candid inquiry respecting the 
truth of the statements. 

Still it will be gratifying to you to know 
‘that in every case (with which I have any 
acquaintance) where candid inquiry has been 
inade, the result has been most pleasing and 
-satisfactory. The following is a case in 
point—Mr. Abbott when he left England 
for Jamaica was a member of the Baptist 
Church at Taunton. After his arrival in 
the island his mind became so prejudiced 
against the Baptist Brethren by statements 
made to him, that he studiously avoided our 
company, and seldom, if ever, entered within 
the walls of a Baptist Meeting House, for a 
period of about two years. On receiving a 
letter from the church at Taunton making 
inquiry whether he was assisting the Baptist 
Missionaries, he replied in the negative, and 
stated his reasons: the church replied, re- 
monstrating with him for crediting the reports 
without making some inquiries of the Mis- 
sionaries themselves, and directed him to this 
part of his duty. With a mind deeply pre- 
judiced he applied to Mr. Knibb, who candidly 
communicated with him, shewed him his 
books, entered into a detail of all our proceed-~ 
ings, and gave him an explanation of every 
subject he proposed: and, at.the same time, 
invited him to investigate the subject 
thoroughly for himself, allowing him access 
to every meeting public or private—affording 
him opportunity of witnessing every part of 
our conduct, and of making every inquiry he 
chose of the people themselves. He did so: 
after which he became so perfectly con- 
vinced of the injustice done to us, and of his 
own unkind conduct, that he made every 
apology in his power,—-solicited admission 
jnto the church, and has since united with 
us in the labours of the Mission. 

When I first heard of the charges preferred, 
and of the evils and abuses said to exist among 
our people, I made the strictest and most 
diligent inquiry respecting them, but being 
unable to discover any such things in the 
vicinity of the town where I resided, I thought 
probably they might be found among those 


469 


| of our congregation who resided at more 


remote distances ; and therefore proceeded to 
form stations in the interior of the island so 
as to bring the whole of our people under 
my more immediate inspection. 

Under these circumstances I rented premises 
at Gurney’s Mount, where a church has been 
since formed, and I preach to an average 
congregation of 600 persons, sixteen miles 
from the Bay.—At the same time I rented 
other premises at Shortwood, eighteen 
miles distance ftom the town, to which 
place I go as frequently as I have it in my 
power. Other inland stations have been 
thought of by others of my brethren from the 
same cause: but you must be aware that with 
our small number of Missionaries it is im- 
possible for us to do more than we have al- 
rsady undertaken. 

This, however, will prove to you that your 
Missionaries are not indifferent to the charges 
against them, proceeding from whatever 
quarter, or whatever motive—nor lethargic 
in investigating the truth—nor indifferent in 
correcting any evils they may discover to 
exist—nor unconcerned to prevent the possi- 
bility of their recurrence. The existence 
of any evils among any of our. congrega- 
tion or members has occasioned me and 
others of your Missionaries as much sin- 
cere and heartfelt grief, as it has afforded 
heartfelt joy to our foes; not because it 
occasioned matter of triumph to our oppo- 
nents, ‘but because we are aware the smiles 
and good will of Him who dwelt in the bush 
(for which we are most concerned) are not 
to be found in the congregations of the 
wicked, nor in the assemblies of the deceitful. 
It is not impossible but that evils may be 
found, but I do most solemnly deny any 
knowledge ofthem, or acquaintance with them. 
I am as anxious as the most rigid discipli- 
narian can be, that the church should be 
pleasing in the eyes of Him with whom we 
have todo; norshould I fear the consequences 
of the most rigid scrutiny, by the most rigid 
and captious individual, into the actual state 
and piety of the church under my care. We 
have had members of Scotch Baptist Churches 
who have had intercourse with our members, 
and communed with them at the table of the 
Lord, who have expressed themselves de- 
lighted with the simplicity and sincerity of 
their party. In conversation with them on 
church discipline, I have been addressed as 
follows---** You have members in your church 
as severe in discipline as any I have ever met 
in any Baptist Church.” 

If any evils or abuses ave to be found 
among our people, they arise not in conse- 
quence of the negligence or indifference of 
your Missionaries, but on account of the 
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inadequate number of your labourers: the 
abundant blessing of God upon their exer- 
tions, and the innumerable duties devolving 
upon them from this circumstance. If this 
then be the case, of which I am fully confi- 
dent,---double the number of your Mission- 
aries---provide an adequate number of places 
of worship, and the day will soon arrive 
when it will be impossible to discover even the 
shadow of an abuse. 


If any person should be disposed 
to cherish suspicions that the door 
of admission into these missionary 
churches is set open too widely, 
or that little care is taken to main- 
tain discipline among the members, 
we recommend the following details 
to their perusal. 


“For your information and satisfaction I 
will narrate the method adopted in receiving 
the candidates for Baptism and Church 
Membership. You will observe that from 
the time they are received as inquirers they 
become under my notice and care: I converse 
with them individually and in the class as 
frequently as is in my power; and am con- 
tinually receiving information concerning them 
from their leaders; so that when they are 
proposed as candidates, I possess a tolerable 
knowledge of them. Still when one is 
brought forward, the leader himself is inter~ 
rogated respecting him---then, if he be an 
Estate Slave, inquiry is made of the mem- 
bers who reside on the same property. After 
that he is examined by the deacons and other 
members of the church, and lastly by myself. 
If the result of this process be satisfactory, his 
name is inserted as a candidate for Baptism 
in a-book kept for that purpose. Members 
are now appointed to obtain what informa- 
tion they can respecting him, so that before 
he is baptized he may undergo examination 
once or twice more, as the case may require. 
The nature of cur examination is, to ascer- 
tain what led the candidate first to think of 
serious concerns---his views of sin—of him- 
self as a sinner—his danger as a sinner with 
respect to futurity---his deserts as a sinner--- 
his views of God—the holiness of God—the 
justice of God in his hatred and punishment 
of sin---the loye of God in the gift of His 
Son---his views of his own unworthiness-- 
his inability to effect his own salvation---the 
way of salvation (on which I dwell)---the 
person of Christ---the atonement---the love of 
Christ---the evidence he has that he loves 
Christ---that he is a new creature---his views 
of religion---its duties---its holiness, &c.--- The 
effect it has had upon himself ~ Baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper, &c, 
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If these poor slaves do not possess the know - 
ledge of persons at home, they nevertheless 
frequently afford far more striking and satis~ 
factory evidence of their genuine conversion 
than ‘many of their superiors in knowledge. 
On this subject I can speak with pleasing 
confidence. I have visited many on their 
dying beds---have heard their last conversa- 
tion---been present when their spirits have 
flown, and have rejoiced on beholding the na- 
ture, simplicity, power, and purity of the reli- 
gion of Jesus. I have witnessed the holy lives 
and consistent conduct of others for years, 
amidst trials, persecutions, and sufferings. 
1 have listened to the holy and fervent prayers 
of others, and have wept and blessed God--- 
And I have no doubt, my dear Sir, but it will 
be your happiness to meet a goodly number 
of these despised becthren around the throne 
of God when many better informed will be 
missing. 

“Jn maintaining the distipline of the church 
the greatest care is taken; indeed no effort is 
spared. In addition to the system of leaders, 
by which most things are brought to hght, 
an annual investigation is made, which occu- 
pies a period of at least four months, notwith- 
standing the number of persons employed ; 
when many hundred miles are travelled by 
the brethren for the purpose of ascertaining 
the real state of the church, and eliciting any 
evil or abuse that may possibly exist. On 
these occasions I examine the members in and 
near the town as minutely as though I was 
examining them for baptism. The most ap- 
proved and best-informed members are ap- 
pointed by the church to examine and inquire 
individually respecting the members, and as 
minutely as they can concerning the inguirers, 
After which they report the result, which 
report is taken and preserved. 

“Several members of Baptist and other 
churches from England, &c. have, at different 
times, been among us, all of whom have de- 
clared themselves delighted with the piety 
and Christian spirit of the church. Brother 
Mann, a member of a Scotch Baptist church, 
had the care of the station at Montego Bay 
six months before he ever saw me; after 
which he said—* He never knew a church in 
a higher state of discipline.” 


Mr. Burchell terminates his state- 
ment by requesting the Secretary to 
lay it before the Committee ; adding, 
in the spirit which pervades the 
whole document— 


“<T have ever felt anxious that they should 
be thoroughly acquainted with every part of 
our conduct. If there be any abuse exist- 
ing, let it be known, and it will be cor- 
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rected. If there be any thing objection- 
able in any of our plans, let them be can- 
vassed; your Missionaries do not assume in- 
fallibility ; but I ama confident there is not, 
and cannot be an evil arising out of the 
system adopted by us, but can be corrected. 
Besides your Missionaries are not so obsti- 


is 
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nately constituted as to be set against any 
improvement in any of their modes of oper- 
ation; nor would they be averse to adopt any 
other system which may be recommended, if 
that system be better adapted to promote and 
extend the cause of the Redeemer, which is 
the object nearest their heart.” 


LIST OF FOREIGN LETTERS LATELY RECEIVED. 


East -INpIES. ¢..... Rey. Alex. Duff 
W. H. Pearce i 
J. D. Pearson - 
Wesr InpIEs. ...... Rey. W. Knibb - 


S. Nichols 

J. M. Philippo 
H. C. Taylor 
J. Clarke 

W. Whitehorne 
John Kingdon 
F. Gardner 

J. Burton 

T. F. Abbott 
J. Shoveller 


Calcutta - March 8, 1831. 
Chinsurah - Oct. 10, 1830. 
Falmouth - July 6 
St. Ann’s a dui ey 
Spanish Town July 14 
Old Harbour July 1 
Kingston - July 15 
Falmouth - duly 1d 
Montego Bay July 1 

Do. - July 8 
Manchioneal July a 
Lucca © July 4, 
Kingston - July 18 


HOME PROCEEDINGS. 


EAST NORFOLK AUXILIARY. 


Meetings in connexion with this 
Auxiliary to the Baptist Missions 
have been lately held, as follows: 


On Whit Tuesday, May 24, 1831, the East 
Norfolk Association of Baptist Churches met 
atIngham. Rev.Mr. Spurgeon, of Neatishead, 
preached in the morning. In the afternoon the 
public meeting of the association in aid of the 
Baptist Missions was held, Mr. John Cozens, of 
Norwich, inthe chair; Rev. J. Puntis read 
the report; Rev. Messrs. Bane, Winter, 
Lorraine, Venimore, Spurgeon, and Blakely, 
addressed the meeting, which was numerous 
and attentive. It was a day not soon to be 
forgotten by many present. The collection 
at the doors amounted to £10. 3s. 7d. 

On Thursday evening, June 16, a public 
meeting was held at Reepham, Mr. J. 
Cozens, of Norwich, in the chair. Rev. 
Messrs. Kinghorn and Puntis, of Norwich, 
Bane, of Aylsham, and other neighbouring 
ministers addressed the meeting. This was 
the first public meeting ever held in this town 
on behalf of the Baptist Missions, and was 


numerously and respectably attended. The 
interest felt by the congregation in the object 
of the meeting was proved by the collection, 
which amounted to £8. 12s. S3d. 

At St. Clement’s, Norwich, on Lord’s day, 
Aug. 28, three sermons were preached on 
behalf of the mission, in the morning and 
evening by the Rev. E. Carey, and in the 
afternoon by the Rey. T. Burchell, from 
Montego Bay, Jamaica. On the following 
evening, the annual public meeting was held 
in the same place. Mr. J. Cozens in the 
chair; Rey. J. Puntis read the report; after 
which the Rey. Messrs. Venimore, Powis, 
(Wesleyan), Carey, Burchell, and Kinghorn, 
addressed the meeting, also T. Bignold, Esq. 
who made a liberal donation to the collection 
of the evening. This spacious chapel was, as 
on former anniversaries, crowded to excess 
by a respectable and deeply interested audi- 
ence. The statements of our esteemed breth- 
ren Carey and Burchell, respecting the pro- 
gress of our missions in both the East and 
West were received with peculiar satisfaction, 
and excited, it is hoped, in many hearts a holy 
determination to do more than ever in the 
cause of missions by fervent prayer, diligent 
effort, and liberal contributions. The collec- 
tions and donations at this anniversary 
amounted £50, 9s, 5d. 


Norwich. J. P. 
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Contributions received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, 
from August 20 to September 20, 1831, not including individual 
Subscriptions. 


£. sv d. £. 8, ds 
Birmingham Auxiliary Society, Cumberland, (Jess duty and 
by Mr. Benjamin Lepard. expenses ) - - - 183 11 0 
Birmingham, Cornwall Auxiliary, Truro 
Sundry Subscrip- Branch, on account - =. 55) Ome 
tions . = [eee 6 Eynsford, by Rey. John Rogers 31 10 0 
Cannon Street - 94 3 4& 
Bond Street 118 14 8 Shropshire, by Rev. Eustace 
Collections - 43 18 5 Carey. 
Bilston - - 8 10 «0 Shrewsbury =e S000 
Bridgnorth - SI 7 0 Broseley ‘i 220) BSG 
Bromsgrove - 12 18 0O Wellington Sis Kay Oe) 
Coppice Se eT Re Whitchurch Em 510 8x0 
Coseley - = LAS: 8 Wrexham “8 S00 
Coventry = - - 69 0 0 ——_—— 8013 0 
Darkhouse 7 LGR OO! East Norfolk, Auxiliary, by John 
Dudley = - 2116 9 Cozens, Esq. Treasurer - 54172 0 
Evesham Be a eee Harpenden, by Mr. Leonard, 
Henley-in-Arden - 1 17 10 for Ceylon rs 4 iy Ou Om): 
Kenchester Bie he AW Devonshire Square Auxiliary, 
Kidderminster a0 0 by Mr. Smith os SS T45 146 
Kington eye! LG) TS seed Bedfordshire Baptist Association , 
Leominster = (nes balance by the Treasurer - 015 3 
Netherton SO LO a7, Lymington, Collection, by Rev. 
Stratford-on-Avon Naas W. Cantlow x PSY Oe) 
Tenbury Sh ia |, | Southampton and Newport, 
Tewksbury x =F OTs tae O Friends, by ditto - = | 5 a0 
Upton-on-Severn - 417 9 Elgin and Morayshire Mission- 
West Bromwich - 110 8 ary Society, by Rev. Neil 
Willenhall ~/ tg 3) 1830 M ‘Neil x 4 int LANG ILO 
Worcester - 40 2 0 Highgate, Subscriptions, by Rey. 
on Game Pers han ws “4, SC eli We i Ie hae i) 
: : : orwich and Norfolk Auxilia 
Previously remitted 203 3 7 by T. Brightweli, Esq. te 10 0 0 


395 4 2 Longton, by Rev. S. B. half- 
Legacy of Miss Dorothy Robin- etme? Faee 


ar to Mid prey ig A lee 
son, late of Great Broughton, 1 StL ani Sane 
DONATIONS. 
eeu, Sin ae 
Old Right Hand - = s . = s x : | <2 AN ONEO 
Poor Friends, by H. M.- = = - aa < & or =! 0).10,.0 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Miss K. of B. is respectfully informed that no opportunity has occurred as yet to 
forward the parcel left for Mr. Daniel. There can be no doubt it will prove acceptable. 
The Editor cannot give the information she requests respecting Mr. and Mrs. Bailey. 


eee eis eee | 
J.S. Hodson, Printer, Cross Street, Hatton Garden. 


ee ee 


